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T H B . 

PREFACE 

T O T H E 

R E A D E R, 



THE following fheets exhibit to thy peru- 
fal a plain man's plain and undifguifed account 
of his own progrefs in religion : an artlefs nar- 
raiive of his fincere and hearty endeavors, as 
much as in him lay, to promote the dofiriae 
of the gofpei of Chrift in the earth. 

The motives inducing him to undertake the 
office of a preacher, appear to have been per- 
feQIy confonant to the precepts of holy writ, 
and to the practice of Chrift and his apoftlcs, 
viz. 

\Ji. A clear, cogent, arid convincing evi* 
dence of a divine call, and heavenly impulfe 
thereunto. 

%ily. An indifpenfible fenfe of hfs duty ne.. 
ceffarily obliging hAi to yield obedience to 
that call. And 
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^ily. The Tweet returns of inward peace 
and divine confolajiions accompanying his 
obedience therein, did greatly conduce to his 
confirmatjpn and perfeyemnce in tije way of 
his duty. 

, To\he performance of which he found 
himfelf meafi^rably prepared and quahfied ; 
for his own experience of the love of God, 
and of the operations of his holy Spirit, in 
gradua.lly purging out the corruption^ of his 
own heart, did excite and augment in him a 
Chriftian love to his fellow creatures, attended 
with an ardency of zeal, and an incelfant de^ 
fire for their ^onverfion. 

An inward purgation from fin is fo ne- 
ceffary, and fo effentiial a qualification of a 
gofpel minifter, that no man can be fuch with- 
out it ; 

Nor doth God fend any unclean meffengers 

on his errand : 

« • • • • « ' 

It being the conftaht method of his divine 
wifdom, under this gofpel difpenfation, thro' 
the purging of his holy Spirit, to cleanfc and 
purify <he infide of every veffel, which he^ 
permits to be made ii(# of in the fervice of 
nis fanftuary. Wherefore, 
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Evcty uflfandified pretender to preach the 
gofpel of Chnfty deferves to have his moutk 
flopped with that unanfwerable query of our 
bfeifed S^or to the Phafrifees o^ old ; gc- 
neraiien o/mpers^ kowaan)^^ being evil^fpeak 
good things ? faif otti oj tk& dhundance of the 
heart ike mouth fpuiiketK Mai.-«ii.. 3^, 

A praflice of this nature abounds with the 
grofleft of abfurdities, and (lands emphatically 
exploded, even in the time of the Mofaic Law, 
by the Royal Pfalmift, in thefe words : Unto 
the wicked^ God fait h^ What hajl thou to do to 
declare my Statutes^ o^r thai thou/houldejl take 
m^ CofocnatU in thy^Tnoutk 9 Pfalm K 16, 

But alas ! felf-intereft prompts men to tarn 
a deaf ear even to the moft divine expoftula* 
tions, and unholy peribns will,, in d^efpight of 
die moft expref^ prohibitiom, continue to in- 
tcuide themfelves beyond their bounds; and 
mA\ he Hill bufying and employing thems 
felves about e:£temal cireumlbances and cere- 
monies) while the life, fpirit and fubftance of 
true religion is placed above their reach, and 
lanstttainablc by them, until it (hali pleaf^ 
-Qod, in the exceeding liches of his Grace, 
to cleanfe their hearts from alt unrighteoul^ 
liefs^ ; of which converiion we heartily wifk 

A % 
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for a nearer profpeEt than we can difcem at 
prefenu 

We now return to the Author of the enlu- 
ing narrativei who was another fort of preach- 
er^ a* free giver of Mrhat himfelf had freely 
received, a liberal and open-hearted cofiiaiii- 
nicator oF his religious experiences unto all 
other men, without refpeEi to perfons. 

He direfted all the Sheep of Chrift to fol- 
low the voice of Chrift himfelf, tKc good 
Shepherd, wh*ofe Omniprcfence renders his 
voice audible, to every one of his Sheep, how- 
ever feparate or difperfed throughout the 
world. 

His converfation was free, generous and 
affable ; neither did he ihun the fociety of 
thofe whiom he was fent to convert ; his Mif- 
lion being fomewhat correfpondent to that of 
his Lord and Mailer, who declared concern- 
ing (himfelf ; / am not come to call the righte* 
tm^ but Jinners to repentance^ Mat. ix. 13. 

He was of a grave deportment, and of a 
tall, comely and manly afpe6t. His public 
preaching was attended with fuch a divine 
authority and inajeftic innocence, as com-i 
maxided the attention of the hearers } and his ^ 



«Bi|PP 
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▼oice being clear, ftrong and diftind, was 
crapable of conveying hi^ profitable exhorta- 
tions to the ears and Underftandings of a 
very numerous auditory ; of which a remark- 
able inftance appears in his preaching at 
Jedburg in Scotland, mentioned ip page 42, 
43) of his account. 

His literal accomplifhments were but fmall, 
extending little farther than to enable him to 
read the fcriptures in his mother tongue; yet 
by conftant ufe and application,' he became 
thoroughly verfed therein, and enabled by 
the force of their teftimony, to confront and 
confute the gainfayers of his doflrine, which 
was in all points ftri£lly agreeable to, and' 
confonant therewith. 

In ,the religious fociety to which he was 
joined, he conduced himfelf as a man of 
peace and prudence, chufmg to walk in the 
plain and middle path, without declining to 
any -extreme: fo that he neither idolized 
forms, nor contemned good order. 

His eftimation and repute among his friends 
and neighbors, may appear by the teffimony 
cif the monthly and quarterly meetings of 
firidport in Dorfeiftiire, to which he belong- 
ed, given forth fince his deceafe, wherein 



vitt P R, E F A C B. 

4 

they fay,, that ^ It pkafed the Lord 16 etidud 
him with a krge giit in the ouniftcy, in which 
he was a faithful laborer^ and gave himfelf 
up ibr thai fervice ; that he had a gift of ut* 
lerance ftiperior to many, found in judgment 
and do£trine^ and very eonvincing to the 
underftandings of thofe that heard him/ 

This t^ftimony concerning him \& true, and 
a man of his penetration and capacity could 
not but difcera hi& owa improvement in the 
gift he had received : wherefore he flood 
upon his guard, left through felf love and 
conceit, be OuHild depart from that humility, 
which is the ornament of every gofpel minit 
t^r^ as in page 3,3) he has particularly ob* 
ferved. 

Which ChriAian- virtue was generally his\ 
concomitant^ during the courfe-ol'bis pilgrim;- 
age ; and is remarkable k> the compofure of 
this account, in keeping it clear from, and 
uofullied, with any the leaft tinfluce oi 
fymptom of ielf-applaufe. 

As in preaching, his declarations, proceed- 
ed from his heart, fo in writing, his relatione 
of his fervices, and his exhoiitaitions^ fpraBg 
from the faiae fountaia* 
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Wherefore we recommend to thy fcrious 
confideration what he has written, as com- 
prehended in that .excellent defcription of a 
good man, given by Chrift himfelf, Luke vi. 
45. A good man^ out of the good treajure of 
his' hearty bringetk forth that which is good. 

May the good brought forth out of this 
good man's heart efFeftually reach unto thine, 
and through the divine bleffing operate to thy 
fpiritual benefit, growth and improvement in 
that which is good. 

So fhall the defign of the deceafed author, 
in leaving behind him this account of his life 
and travels, be in fome degree anfwered, and 
the prefixer of this Preface fliall have the end 
he aims at, who with (ince.re defires for the 
faving health and welfare of thee iand all 
mfthkind, takes his leave, and bids them 
heartily farewell. ^ "UL 

J. Jtti^SE* 
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A N 

ACCOUNT 

OF THE 

LIFE AND TRAVELS 

O F 

SAMUEL BOWNAS. 
 

I Was bom in Wcftmoreland, vithin the 
cotnpafs of Great Strickland monthly- 
meeting, about the year 1676, and was enter- 
ed in that regifter ; and my father dying before 
I was one month old, I never knew him^ but 
I have been informed, th^t he was very honeft 
and zealous for truth in his time, having been 
a confiderable fufferer for the caufe of reli- 
gion, both in lofs of goods and liberty, the 
meeting being kept in his houfe in fome of 
the hotteft times of perfecution in king Charles 
the fecond's reign. Being left fo young, and 
my mother having but a fcanty fubiiftence of 
about 4U los. a year, with a dwelling for 
herfelf and two children. I was about thir- 
teen put to learn the trade of a blackfmitb^ 
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with an uncle who ufed me unkindly ; I was 
afterwards put apprentice to a very honeft 
friend belonging to Brigffatts meeting near 
Sedberg in Yorkfhire, his name was Samuel 
Parat ; but all thisrtime I had no tafte of re* 
ligion, but devoted myfelf to pleafure, as 
much as my circumftances would permit, 
though my mother had kept me very drift 
while I was under' her care, and .would fre- 
quently in winter evenings take opportunities 
to tell me fundry paflages of my dear father's 
fufferings, admonifliing me fo to live, that I 
might be worthy to bear the riame of fo good 
a man*s fon, and not bring a r-eproach on my* 
felf and parents y alfo frequently putting me 
in mind, that if fliA Ihould be taken away, I 
fhould greatly mifs her both for advice and 
otherways to affift me ; and advifed me to f6ar 
the Lord now in. my youth, that I might be 
favored with his bleffing;, which frequently 
brought me into great tcndernefs, being afraid 
that (he would die before I was capable to 
live in the world ; and fee took me frequently 
to meetings wich her, where (he often had 
forae words in teftimony ;; perfecution being 
ftill very hot^ and friends locked put of our' 
meeting-houfe at Strickland, we met at thd 
door, and I remember at two feveral times 
when I was a child, and came to meeting with 
my mother, the informers came, the firft time 
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the meeting had been over about half an hour, 
the fecond time not quite fo much, fo that we 
efcaped their hands both times ; but fundry 
friends were in prifon at Appleby for at- 
tending that meeting, whom my dear mo- 
ther went to vifit, taking me along with her, 
and we had a meeting with the prifoners, 
fcveral friends from other places being like- 
wife there by appointment. .What I obferved 
was, though very young, how tender and bro- 
ken they were; and I was very inquifitive of 
my mother, why they cried fo much (which 
we call greeting) and thee greet too, faid I^ 
why did thee ? She told me that I could not 
underftand the reafon of it then, but when I 
grew up more to man's eftate I might. 

Now to return to my apprenticefliip ; I 
had a very kind loving matter and miltrefs, 
and I had meat enough, and work enough, 
but had little confideraiion about religion, 
nor any tafte thereof. On firft days I fre- 
quented meetings, and the greater part of my 
time I flept, but took no account of preach- 
ing, nor received any other benefit, than be- 
ing there kept me out of bad company, which 
indeed is a very great fervice to youth. I 
took much liberty in difcourfe, (ind was taken 
notice of a^ a witty, fcnfible young man ; 

B 



I 

[ 



14 The UFE a^d TRAVELS of 

but often on my bed I ruminated on my 

way of life with reluSance, yet frequently 

fell into the fame way again. I never wa3 

ffiven to fwearing, nor any very grofs vice, 

put what I gave way to the moft, wa$ jeft- 

ing, find turns of wit to provoke piirth, which 

gave me often (after it was over) a heavy 

heart; and thus J went on for near throe 

years ; but one firft-day, being at meeting, a 

young woman named Anne Wilfon, wa^ 

there and preached ; fhe was very zealous, 

^d fixing my eye upon her, fhe, with a greajt 

aseal, pointed her fing<^r at me, uttering thef^ 

words with much power, '^ A traditional 

Quaker, thou comeft to meeting as thou 

went from it the laft time, and goeft frpm it 

as thou came to it, but art no better for thy 

copxing, what wilt thou do in the end ?" This 

was fo pat to my then condition, that, like 

Saul, I was fmitten tq the ground, as it might 

be faid, but turning my thoughts inward, in 

fecret I cried, Lord^ what Jhall I do to help 

it ? And a voice as it were fpoke in my 

heart, faying, Lotok unto me. and I mil help 

thee ; and I found much comfort, that made 

ine filed abundance of tears. Then I re- 

soembered what my mother told me fome 

years befqre, that when I grew up more to 

man's eftate,! Ihould know the rjcafonof that 

tendej^efs ^nd weeping, and fo I now did to 



* SAMUfet BOWNAS. 15 

purpofe. 1 went home with a heavy heart, 
am4 could neither eat nor fleep as I ufed 
to do, but my work never fucceeded better 
in my hands than it did at this lime, nor 
my mind never lefs in it ; but my conduft, as 
weir as countenance, w^s much altered, fo 
that feveral in the family were doubtful that 
1 fliould fall into a kind of melancholy dif- 
traflion ; but I longed for the meeting day, 
and thought it a very long week. When the 
time of meeting came, my mind was foon 
iixed and ftaid upon God, and I found an 
uncommon enjoyment that gave me great fat- 
fsfaftion, my underftanding being opened, and: 
all the faculties 6f my mind fo quick,^ that I 
feemed another man ; a divine and fpiritual 
fweetnefs abiding with me night and day, for 
fbme time, and I began to fee afid undcrftand 
the Scriptures, and the nature of preaching 
the doftrine of the gofpel in the power and 
fpirir, plainly feeing a difference between a 
preacher of the letter and of the fpirit, which 
till then I was wholly ignorant of, and unac-' 
quainted with, not having before that, the 
lead degree that I could perceive of divine 
underftanding; but then upon looking back, 
and confidering what I had heard fuch and 
l\ich friends preach, which at that time I did 
not underftand, but now I underftdod it 
dearly, which was a plain demonftration to 
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me, that all divine knowledge is from divine 
light, which we cannot comprehend, until we 
are allifted fo to do by a vifitation from, 
heaven. 

And now the Scriptures and mirviftry fram' 
the openings of the I'pirit, fecmed fo clear and 
plain to my underftanding, that I wondered 
that any body remained unconvinced, fuppo- 
fing them to fee the truths of the gofpel in 
the fame light that I did ; and that faying of 
the apoftle, wherein he aflerts his knowledge 
of the Son of Cod being come, from their 
receiving an underjlanding from him^ i Joha 
V. 2o, was clearly difcovered to me, fo that 
now I plainly faw a diflinQion between the 
children of light, and the children of this 
vorld ; the f^nritual, and the natural man ; 
and that the . natural man could not receive 
the things of the Spirit of God, being fooK- 
iflmefs to him ; he cannot know them, be^ 
caufe they are . known only by the Spirit^ 
I Cor. ii. 14. as the apoftle aflerts; and I. 
found myfelf much improved in divine wif-.^ 
dom and faving knowledge. As I was going 
to meetings walking .alone, it came very liv- 
iugly into my mind, that if I was h\\V faithful, 
and obedient to the heavenly vifion, I fhould 
foon be qualified to teach others, and more 
efpecially, as I faw by e;xpericnce wherein 
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my fliortnefs had been, th being" con tfented arici 
eafy with a form of truth and religion, which 
I had only by education, being brought up in 
plainnefs of both habit and Ipeech; but all 
this, though vefy good in its place, did not 
make me a true Chriftian ; I was but a tra- 
ditional Quaker, and that by education only, 
and not from the Scriptures, becaufe they 
Were a book fealed to me. And I n6w faw 
plainly, that education, though nfever fo care- 
foMy adtiiiniftered, would not do the work ; 
altho' a pious education ought by no means 
to be negle£led, but all parents and guardians 
bught to be ftirred up to their duty in that 
refpeft; yet we muft^conlider, that it is not 
in the power of parents, or the moft pious 
tutors, to confer grace, which is the gift of 
God alone ; nor can any come into the true 
fold but by this door, as faid Our Savior con- 
cerning himfelf. Thus it plainly appeared to 
me, there was no other way but this, viz. by 
the Jjpirit of Chriji alone J John x. i, 2, 3. to 
attain to true faith, which Vorks by love, and 
gives viftory over our infifmities and evil 
detds^ working fuch a change in us, tliat we 
can in truth, from experience, fay, ivc are 
torn from above^ and by virtue of that birth 
only, is the true knowledge of the kingdom, 
and the things of Odd attained^ John iii. 3, 4> 

B fl 
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5^ and by no other way or means, altboogli 
never fo well contrived by hun:)an art : an4 
being experimentally fenfible of this chaoge 
wrought in my mind, it looked the mor^ 
likely that I. might, in time, be qualified to 
fpeak to others of my own experience of the 
operation of the fpirit in my mind, not think* 
ing the time fo near at hand, as it appeared 
when I came to the meeting; for I had not 
fat long therein, but a great weight fell upon 
me, with fome words to fpeak ; but I. oon- 
Hdered (being willing to be my own carver) 
it was too foon to undertake fuch a talk, 
being but an infant in religion ; not remem- 
bering the fmall time between Paul's cohvcF- 
fion and his preaching the gofpel : A£ls ix. 2(^ 
And my former conduft with my companions 
(many of whom were in the meeting at the 
. fame time) flood much in my way, for my 
reformation was but three weeks old that 
very day, fo that I reafoned thus. Thai Jo 
Judden a change would hardly be borne.) I 
could not for that time, for thefe reafons 
give up, and the burthen was then taken 
from me : but after that meeting it tame 
upon me again with double weight, and affeS- 
ed me fo very greatly, that I was much alone, 
and my countenance fo altered with weeping, 
that my mafter took occafion to enquire into 
the matter^ k$m it was with me ; and I gave 
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him as plain account as I was capable of, 

>rhiqh he was much afFe6ted with indeed, and 

hxoke into tears : what I feared was, that I 

bad by difobedience fo much offended, .that 

3, fhould be caft off forever : but, with fundry 

exhortations from Scripture and otherwife^ 

he endeavored to pacify me, not doubting 

but that I fhould have the like offer made 

me, putting me in mind of Gideon's fleece, &c. 

judges vi. When next meeting day came, 

I.^ent in great weaknefs and fear, and could 

rather have goaie elfewhere, than to meeting 

that day; however, fometime after I was in 

the meeting, I felt the fame concern as at 

the meeting before, and I fat under the weight 

of it till the meeting was almoft- over, and 

then hardly knew how I got upon my feet, 

but did, and broke out with a loud voice 

>in thefe words, viz. '* Fear not them which 

kill the body, but are not able to kill the 

foul; but rather fear him which is able to 

deflroy both body and foul in hell. I fay, ftear 

. you him who will terribly fhake the earthy that 

all which is moveable may be fhaken and r]5- 

inoved out of the way, that that which is ita- 

movable may fland.'* This was all I bad to 

, fay at that time. But oh ! what joy and 

. fwectnefs I felt afterward, I cannot exprefs, 

and the pleafure of my mind appeared in my 

coiintenance, fo that my mafter took notice, 
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and fpokc of it fo feelingly, that plainly dem- 
onftrated he was a partaker with me of the 
fame rejoicing in himfelf, as at the birth of iA 
only fon : this was about the year 1 6^6^ Oh 
that called Chriftmas-day, it falling that yedr 
upon the firft day of the week. 

Thus having (as it may be faid) broke the 
ice, the next time was not quite fo hard, but 
I faid very little, and feldom appeared for a 
year or two, having about three years of my* 
apprenticefhip to fcrve, which I did with 
fidelity and truth. The lad year of my time, 
I found fome confiderable working in my 
mind to vi(it Scotland, being very rarely 
without fome dfcgree of divine virtue oil 
my mind, either by nrght or day ; there^ 
fore I thought, if it was fo with me then, 
it would be much more fo when I had no- 
thing to mind but divine things ; but I found 
it otherwife, of which in its place. I may 
not omit, that fomeiime above two years 
after I iirft fpoke in meeting, I opened the 
New Teftament at that paffage fpoken by 
our Savior, Mat. x. zS. to the fame tfkct 
with what was firft opened on my mind, as 
tnention^^d above, which then I knew nothing 
€rf, a^ being the fayings of Cbriil to want 
them againft the fear of men; although ntf 
4oute I bad read it,, but had taken foKttle 
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notice of what I read, it was to me as if 
it fcad: been never writ. But it was a great 
cornfoi^t •to me, that I was thus opened in a 
m<tt?nal point ofdoftrine of our blefled Lord 
at ifty firft fetting out. 

.About the fame time I had a defire to • 
vifiLt'a neighboring meeting called Yelland, 
ir^^'tfig the firft that I ever had a concern to 
vrfit,' and defired my dear friend Ifaac Alex- 
ander to go with me. Agreeing- upon the 
tiipfi, I went to Ifaac's brother's boufc the 
feventh day evening before, where 'Ifaac 
lived. J and he and I went to vifit 
WTlfon and his parents that evening : 
was under convincement, but not his parents. 
We had fome conference, but being called • 
to fupper, left off abruptly. After fupper 
T could not be eafy without repeating ray 
vifit, and James's mother being very quick 
in the' Scriptures, fhe defired my Judgment 
oni;Lbpfc texts in Ifaiah and Peter. Behold^ 
I ideate new heavens^ and new earthy where- 
ini'0eUs righteoufnefs. And my underftandl 
ing was opened to preach unto her the new 
birth fo effedually, that (he was thoroughly 
convinced, and continued an honeft friend 
to her dying day, going to meetmg the very 
next day, and fo held oa while able to at- 
tend a)©eting». 
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Now my time of fervittJi^ef 
end, and my mailer bemg ver ^.^ 
keep me in his ferMce, fpoke flo-jft^. 
it, which gave me an oppoitunity to 
my mind to him about my vifii to Spo^l 
and he then told me, to acquaint fq;,^ 
■the e!ders in the meeting therewith, t 
was nec^lTary I fhould have a certifijG^t 
ftEirf;t^:.$n'i^^pf,the brethren with ini^ 
liey ; and ^^^e^^gjy I did, and Jiad ^ 
. tificate; Ifaac Afc^aader was my cpw 
certificate Hkewife. Si 
I being the firft meetings 
1, Yelland, Height, >§ 
i tod part of Lanca:fliir( 
alabiit X^Kt or four 5! 
 of my fpirit was fo ex; 
bitter, that I. could fca 
ed out aloudj and it W 
ly companion, that, we -1 
alking on foot, he fearec 
hard for me, for I cOn^^OAS- 
ceived or miftaken ; be^n^ 
my matter's work,- l.^^fcJy 
was without fome degree of 
f] my mind, but now I.^uld 
It the bitternefs of death. -and 
darknefi, aJ4 comfort was hid from metier a 
time, and J ^yas baptiaed into death iiriflced. 
As we went , along, I faid tO' Ifaac With a 
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vehemence of fpirit. Oh ! thai I was in my 
majler's work again^ and favored with my 
former enjoyments of divine life^ hotj accept 
able it would be J We came at our journey's 
end, to one. Miles Birket's, who was more 
than ufually kind to us ; but alas, he did not 
J, know my ftate and poverty. Next day we 
went to another meeting at Hawkefhead, it 
was a little better with me, but very poor; 
and fo we performed our journey in about 
a month, and he returned to his father's houfe^ 
and I to my mafter Parat's. 

I being very loath to go to Scotland, ha- 
ving bfeen proved with fo much poverty of 
fpirit, the cup was fo bitter I could hardly bear 
it; however, I kept my mind to myfelf, and 
we fet forward on foot, vifiting part of Cum- 
berland in our way, and I thought Ifaac had 
fine lervice, fo much fuperior to mine, that 
lifter him I was afraid to leflen or hurt what 
good he had done ; and before him I was 
afraid to ftand in his way. He was much 
Admired indeed, and fome were convinced 
fcy his mbiftry : we accompliihed that journey 
in about two months time. At our returii 
hay harveft came^n, and I went to mowing, 
and on the meeting days went juft where my 
inind led me, and grew in my miniftry very 
Qiuch^ and the Lord let me fee his kindneft 
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to lead me through that ftatc of poverty. ' 
which was of great fervice to qualify Ttitio] 
fpeak to others in the like condittion, ^ridT 
that trials of fundry kinds weVe for 'niy hx}y 
provement and good, tending to^'ihy eftibn 
liQiment in the true root of a divine and ^1^; 
ritual minifti^y ; and the doQrine of bur Sa-: \ 
vior and his apoftle did much cofnfort'^ei! 
fo that I became, in the opinion of TeVefaK? 
an able mioifter, although but fhbrtj 'feldqflr 
ftarading a quarter of an hour." But ala's fT 
faw fince that, I was but k mere babe^Br 
infant in thef work. 



'J^/i 
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This furhmer paft over, and by my harvcft 
work at hay and corn, I picked up a little 
money, being juft pennylefs before, fo that 
I travelled to a meeting before I got to wbrfc 
14 or 15 miles, three times forth and back, 
on foot all alone, with three halfpence, being 
all the money I hSid, and thinking to refrefh 
mylelf in the way, but when I came n^ar the 
Boufe of entertainment, I found myfelf fo 
firong and cheerful, that I thought 1 migfit 
want it more at another time, and fo kept it,, 

Towards the fall I bought a horfe, and! 
put myfelf in a condition' for another joui;-^ 
ney with my old companion Ifaac again; 
and we thought either of us pretty fufficient 
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ta hold a meeting • however, I was to go 
Ifiih him through Brfhoprick and Yorkfhire, 
and he was to go with rae-into the weft, as to 
Wilts, SomerfetflKre, Devonfhire, &c. We. 
had not proceeded far, before I was very 
much ihut up, and had qo fati$fa£lion at all 
in going farther with him; I told him how 
ft was with me, and we were botE willing to 
part; and I went to be at York on-firft day, 
and meeting with dear John Richardfon, I, 
laid my concern before him, and as a nur-. 
fing father he fpoke very eDcqiiragingly. to 
me, and he got meetings appointed for me 
at Wethcrby, and fo forward towards Doncaf- 
ter. i went on in great fear, and after meet*, 
ing at Wetherby, Benjamin Brown fpoke, 
very encouragingly, that the Lord would en- 
targe my gifu ; and wheyi thou findejl it Jo^ 
fa id he, do not value thy f elf upon ity out give^ 
the honor of it xvJitre it is due^ and keep fmm-, 
bte^ and God will blefs thee, and make thet a^ 
ufeful member in his hand. My next meet- 
ing was at Wakefield, which was very much 
10 riiy comfort and encouragement. Thfin^ 
to PontefraQ, where 1 had no caufe to com- 
j[>laia ; but there was a friend, that after 
meeting did cavil and find a deal of^fiults 
with what T had faid, which brought lom? 
uneafincfs upon me : but being afterwards 
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told, he ufed to do fo, and that he wm^ ,not 

in unity, that brought me off pmty .Ijgk 

and eafy ; fo I went from thence to Donc^f? 

ter on the feventh day, it being market d^)f 

there : I was condufted to Thomas Alii^> 

quarters, he being in town, who Toon canxe 

i^nd looked a^ me, I thought aufterely^/firli;^ 

enquiring, whence I came, and if/ had a cer/ 

iificate ? To all which I gave proper pxt; 

fwers, and Ihewed him my certificate ; all t)ji§ 

fcemed agreeable, and he undertook* to.ap.- 

point meetings forward, and fent me home | 

with his fon : but not having ever been io\ 

clofely examined before, this grew in my 

mind, and fearing how I fhould come off^ 

Thomas Aldam being 9 noted minifter, k 

was fome urieafinefs ; but at laft he ,q^c ; 

home, and yf^% very tender and kind indeg^ 

Next day, being firft day, we repaixea\ttp 

meeting, and I came off beyond what I ejc- ; 

pe6led by much, preached almoft an hour, 

4^ that 1 was very cheerful in my fpirit after 

it, and we had a little opportunity in the 

evening, and all end^d brave and wetl ;, jfc 

the week following I went to Blithe, ai)^ 

took iheetings in courfe as they lay by M% 

plebeck to Nottingham. At Maplebecfel 

there was a brave old living friend, with whom 

1 had great com^ort,^^ his name was Jobo 

jCainm :* at this place I had the very bel 
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Tneetmg that I had ever had, and it had a ve- 
^ remarkable efFeft upon me; for I thought 
the bittfemefs and anguifh of .death, which I 
Rad gone through before, might now be ov^r 
irt a gtisat degree, and I fhould go on fmooth- 
cr and with more tafe for time to come, for 
the friends fhewed me much refpeft, and I 
was vifited in ihe evening and morning Before 
1 left them, by fundry that lived nigh : in 
fhort, I thought more of myfelf than I had 
done before, that I remember. Two or three 
of them went with me to Nottingham, fc'em- 
ing much pleafed with niy company j it being 
feventh day, I was there on firft day at two 
meetings, * came off tolerable well, but not 
like as at Maplebeck. The third d%y fol- 
lowing I was at Caftle-Dunnington, where 
ifdis ?^ pne collcflion of friends ; I preached 
fome time ^mongft them, but found not that 
authority and life, as I* thought, to attend ine 
as before ; however, I defired another xtictu 
Jng Vith them in the evening, which was rea- 
dily 'afleh ted tp, which was very large, coiifi- 
)(fcring that place. I feemed very poor and 
f6^v, and blamed myfelf much for appointing 
anothef meeting in fo poor and weak a franie 
^ of mind ; the meeting came OiT, and proved 
better than I expeSed; but I was very low^ 
and it being a clear moonlight nlghr, I walk- 
bi into the friend's orchard behind his houfe, 
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bemoaning inyfelf very much, as having loft 
my guide, and feUen from that happy con- 
dition I was in the week Before : the friend 
of the hoirfe finding I tarried, came out to 
me, having a fenfe of my low ftate and con- 
dition, To that, enquiring how I did, he be- 
gan to fpeak very mifch in praife of thofe 
two mefe tings, and of the fervice I had in 
tliifirih. But all this did not raife my fpirfts : 
ift tveM ill, but; he perceived I was very low^ 
^rtd he' and his wife endeavored to comfort 
ifie ; his wife had a fine gift of the miniftry, 
ind (lie told tae Ibmc experiences fhe Ka^cf 
TOne through^ but all /Td not |!o, ^i&t corr^ 
Ucttt tr)y colidlilun; /Ktrxt' di/ I wehl" to^* 
Swinlrihgton in'Leicefterlhire, and there was 
^1 fine body of fiitnds again, and I had not 
fdt long, before I felt, as I tliought, as good 
an' authorhy to* preach as ever, and ftood 
up, not doubting an open, faiisfaQory meet- 
ing; but I had not (Ibod above fifteen, if fa 
hiany*, 'minutes, until all' was fiiut up, and it 
fee^rtie'd a:> though both the fun and air were 
darke'ntd. I fat' down under a great cTolic!^ 
to think what I fhould do, appealing to G6di 
as having ho ill defign, but much otbcr^frtfe,^ 
and earneltiy in fec'ret defiring help ; and im-'*;f 
mediately, a^ though a voice had fpoken 10:^ 
telligibly, '* Thou runs, and God has not fcnl 
thee ; thou fpcaks but God doth not fpeak %f 
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thjse ; therefore thou fhalt not profit the peo- 
ple/', It raay be thought I was bad betorc, 
)ut. axi,uch worfe now, I being under the very 
l^jy':.^??'^ power of death and darkncfe, 
bqingat my witscnd what to do; and under 
thi3^: great temptation divers ways preftnted; 
ftich as my turning my felf. out of the line of 
fr^endi^ which I found would be fomewhat 
hard to do, by reafon I always had a guide 
firoip one place to another : then to turn home 
again, and by; that method 1 might get rid of 
friends as guides, and make the beft of my 
way to fome part of Ireland, fell my horfe, 
»9nd get work (where I was not known) at my 
trade : but then the honor of the monthly 
ipqeting, that had given me fo good a cer- 
5,§Ga.te, would be affc6led by my fo doing : 
^jjd haying confidercd of fundry ways to take-| 
at laft this prefented, to make away with my- 
(elfin fome river or pondv as though it had 
l?een an accident, and this would cover alh 
Thus fqr a time I was bewildered, not feeing 
w}jcre>iwas; but fince, it plainly appeared 
i?w?s under the influence of the fpirit of An- 
trcbrift.' 'Thtts begging hwrtily folF.het^, I 
((^Uonmy knees, and prayed vvith tlia^^^^^^^ 
T|5i>cy, iliat few under the roof but 1^^ 
sielted into tears, and it was fuch a tinie as 
\ oeycjc had before nor fince in piay^t, ^ 1 
•" ^* ' ^ * C a 
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remember; thus that meeting ended.* Next 
I went to a town called Hincley, and there 
wa^i a cbnfiderable number of friends tand 
other people; I was extremely low and:poor, 
.\but had a comfortable meeting,- thatViauCh 
healed me, and fet me to rights again. ' '-• 

Then I vifited Leicefterfhire pretty gene- , 
rally, and there was a woman of fome account 
(her name was Jemima Mountney) who was 
convinced, and ftie was with me at fandry 
meetings, and was exceeding tender andlp-; 
ving, being thoroughly reached and'faijsficdj 
When we parted, Ihe' was fo open-hearted j 
that I was caHed alide by her, and after heaving 
faid fomething to me about her inward con- 
dition, ihe offered ine fome pieces of gold, 
■which 1 told her I-durft not touch ; file very 
courteoufly, and with a becoming, genteel 
mein, told mc^ pie was bcth able and willing^.^ 
end a} Jhe had no other way^ that Jhe xoikli 
'Jkerv her'graiiiude for that fpirituai good ^/he 
had rcctived from my mimjiry, Jhe couli do 
no kfs thun that, befeeching that I would^re- 
ceive it^ as 4he true token 0/ her lavt in4 
refp^a. In aafwet, I faid, it ^a^ttAdi I 
never had done ^ nor could I noTx^do it.^ivi 
-^U ^he. reward I defired and exptBed W^, 
that Jhe might csrejulty, with a^ncere heart, 
endeavor that hey obedience did keep puce mtk 
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vfeK knbwleigCy ihe hearing of\ which mould 
t rejoice, my foul : we parted in great love aqd 
.teudernefs. 1 heard that fqndry others wejpe 
.corrvinced in that neighborhoods .A very 
£ih6»uefl: friead, whofe name was Brooks, took 
great pains to get the feeking people to meet- 
ing, and I was very much enlarged in perti- 
^ nent matter, luitable to the ftates of fuch 
' feeking fouli, . . . . 

Out of Leicefterfljire, ,being well rewarded 

for the bitteruefs l.^fuff^r^d. before I came 

into it (which, as before, was a3 much.fis I 

' could bear) I paffed into Warwickfliirc, and 

^ had fonie good opportunities in that county, 

• as at Warwick and, fundry other places. I 

i'ound I of^en buit^myfelf by fpealyng too 

' faft, and too loud; againft which I en^eav- 

•' ored to guard ^s much a« I could y but oft, 

when I felt my heart filled vejih the power 

of divine love, I w^s apt to forget myfelf apd 

: break out; I fouad it proper therefore to 

V .ftap, and after, a Ihort. paufe, with Somo 

i ffeoret fhort prayer for prefervation, and that 

l?i fpfight be fuppiied with matter and power, 

I that might do the hearers good-* Thus I went 

'\ oti,*and grew fenfibly in experience and jud^- 

* jnent,. ttnd becnrae im fonie fmall degree. &il- 

, fui in dividing of the wprd. I bad been 

« »ftrakci^e4ia W: ®Vid i:efpc£ling ,fegr^|^Og i^^xe 
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Scriptures; left I flioiild thereby be t^ipp.t^ 
to lean upon them, and by gathering eiiFic.^ 
manna or fticks on the Sabbath-day ^4^^^^^ 
"Xvould enfuc ; but at laft Ihad frce^^^jX^ 
€}tamine the text, and to confider \vHere /tjFjl 
ftrengch of the argument lay, both befor^^ ani 
after the words I had repeated : by ' whicli 
conduft I faw Iwas often very defedive,Vw 
not laying hold of the moft fuitable part/tQ 
confirm the fubjeS or matter I was upoio^^ 
and this eohdufcl did me great fervice: but 
thfen another difficulty (tood in my way^ whiql^ 
Was this ; fome former openings would copie 
up, which I darft not meddle with, left that 
by fo doing I (hould become formal, and lofe 
that divine fpring which I had always depend- 
ed upon ; but the Lord was pleafed to Ihew' 
rne, that old matter, opened in new life, w^s 
always new, and that it was the renewings (>jf 
the fpirit alone which made it new ; and thaj^ 
the principal thing I was to guard agaiiift^ 
was, not in my own will to endeavor tabrin^ 
in old openings, without the aid of the fpint ;' 
and that if I ftood fingle'and refigrifcd tq t{^ 
divine will, I (hould be preferved froni a^L^ 
errors of this nature. , 

Out of Warwickfhire I travelled jntQ 
Worcefterlhire, vifiting fundry meetihga in 
that county, and found a frcfih fupply every 
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d^ayv I was at WorGetter on firft d^y? and 

after the meeting in the forenoon, an ancient" 
friend examined me very clofely, from 
whence I c^me, and for a certificate; to all 
yvhich I gave, him anfwers : my certificate 
being at my quarters in my faddle-hag, he 
eould not then fee it; but I had a. very good 
meeting as I thought, and my landlord Wm. ^ 
Pardoe, a brave, fenfible elder, advifed me 
not to be upeafy at the old friends examining 
ine Co^/or^ faid he, he does Jo to every Jlr anger. 
W^ went to meeting in the afternoon, which 
was very large, and I wai largely opened^ 
and ha4i ?? I thought, very good fervice ; 
hiU i^r oO ^Hcv'!*'a"ct ^' \c r\eeting, was 
upon m:^ ni the lame luairi to ^^.j-my cciUft- 
cate, but I had it not then about me neither, 
at which he feemed much difpleafbd : I made 
no reply, but told him I was very willing he 
ihould fee it; but my landlord 109k him. 
up, and told him, he thought the young man 
had already Jhemn u% his bejl certificate^ in 
hoik the mcetittgs ; but ^ never thelefsy faid l\e,* 
iouie to my )iouje in the evenings and thoujhal^ 
fee it X fo departed/ My landlord thought 
lie had Ihewed himfelf difagreeable itj bi« 
conduft, and fearing it would be an uncafi^ 
ncfs to me^ fpokevcry tenderly* and li^e,f| 
nurfmg father encouraged .|n^, by fay bg, / 
ciiiiti nqi Jhw kir^ a beiter cmjirmatiof thah 
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/ waf anointed for the minijhuy^ than [r'^hl!iB 
already done. So in the evening, aft-eV-ii 
was dark, he and many other friends cirirei 
but my landlord, the old friend, and I, ^'^^^^ 
afuie, and I fhowed him what he fo -mifOT 
defired to fee ; he read it, being much pica fed 
with it, and knowing fundry friends th^t had 
figned it, enquired after them. We went tbf 
our friends again, who were much intreafea 
in number, and we had a heavenly ftaforr. 
being thoroughly baptized together; we par- 
ted in great love and fweetnefs, and the V)1<F 
friend was exc^cdin^ kind. 

From thence I went into GlouccflrerChjrc;'. 
and vifited part of that county, and by 
Tewkefbury to Cheltenham, Gloucefter, 
iPainfwick, Nailfworth, and Tedbury. ^1 
had fundry good opportunities : one yotin^ 
woman was convinced at Tedbury, tfeS 
became a very good friend, ^' 

From thence into Wikfhire and Hahipi 
fliire, as far ^s Ringwood, and t^ Pool artf 
Weymouth ; called at Wareham and Corfe^ 
had a meeting at each place, but nothing wor- 
thy noting at eiiter of them : fo I travelted' 
to Bndport, Lyme, Membury, Chard, aitd 
Crewkem, and back to Somcrton, Puddi;- 
moFe^ MafTon tb a funeral, and to Yeovf 
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w;firfl:-day ; thus having vifited Somerftt- 
ftirCflj I went aw^y into Devonlhire as far aa 
Extfter ; Miea turned up. towards Tauutqn^ 
^kiug raftings in p^y way towards Briftol, 
but nothing happened of weight, : 

,J ftaid in Briftol, and vifiied: meetings a- 
ifput the city near five weeks, and from thence 
I found my mind was much drawn to vi|jt 
yij^les, and 1 took the quarterly meeting of 
Hereford in my way, which was held annually 
at; Amelly, and^ there I met with my dear 
friend Ifaac Alexander : we were glad to fipe 
each other, <is well as to hear each other, 
which . when We did, it appeared to me that 
Ifaac was improved confidcrably, and lie faid 
the- fame of me, obferying that I preached the 
graSical doctrine of the ^fpcl he thought, 
uajqre than he did ; for his preaching was very 
much in comparifons aod allegories, which 
he apprehended was not fo plain and eafy. 
to the underttandings of the vulgar, as what 
I had to fay. We had now an opportunity 
<)/. pgening our minds to each other, whicji 
yi^ of great fervice to us both, having- 
fund^y Riectings together, and we had draw- 
nj^. for the yearly-meeting at Llanidjos ia 
\^es : this opportunity Teemed very agree^ 
alale to us; ihere were fundry friends of note, 
Benjajniu Ba^gs and others out of Chelhire y,- 
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the people cafne/ in abanddnce, and at tmt^Slj' 
were very rude, but in the main it was a fer* • 
viceable meeting. After that 1 vifited Watesj ^ 
appoimiiig from the yearly meeting fanAy*: 
meetings, as &r as "was thought* proper 'ic-^[ 
once ; and a good old friend, Philip Leonard, ^ 
offered to be my companion, w^ich was oF^ 
great ferviee to me. I was very poor and ^ 
law atinbft meetings irt that journe^, by rea- i 
fbn but few of the people coulA underftand j 
what I faid in firndry places : but Philip flood ' 
up after I had done, and in part mierpreted"? 
what 1 had faid, but I did not feem co be ^j 
quite eaFy in my mind, - '^ 

Ifaac went to Briftol yearly-meetrng, and \ 
. was very s^ealous againft unnecefiary faihiotts' ' 
and fuperfli^itics in both fexes, infoihuch that \ 
feme thought he did, tn Kis words again# ^ 
them, exceed the bounds of raodefty : but he ^ 
might plead the example of the prophet ifaiah ! 
in that refpefk. -But the chief objeftion was^H 
. concerning his pr<iphecying of a great mor- '' 
talfty, which the Lord was about to bring as ^ 
a judgmcrrt upon th^ people, for their pridci \ 
and wickednefs ; which be thought it his duty | 
to deliver m their yearly -meeting, as a warning 'i 
for all to mind their ways, left, being taken I 
unprepared, their lofs fliould be irreparable : ^ 
which he did in fucb ftrongand^^o fiti ve terms, ! 
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ihSh^cnds wew^ afraid he was too mucli ex- 
ilif^ in himfelf : Upbn which fome of the 
sl^fs Acmght proper to converfe with, and 
&5^ptoia<J biua,' concerning this extraordinary 
QwTagc^wliich he had dehvered : but what he 
SiiftriQ^fchEiii not being fatisfaftory, they adi 
i^ifedrtbim to proceed no further on his jbur- 
i^ij Jbntto return home ; which he did under 
p"^:!^ trouble, and^. was thefe received irf 
nUftb ;love and tenderoefs, and appeared in 
iilirgift very excellent, and grew in divine 
kifibw and! power, being of gtcat fervice in 
h^ipiimfhry wherever he came. And he ha^ 
ing a concern to vifit the churches abroad, 
md acquainting fome of oUr elders therewith, 
liey thought it not'prt)per for him to go, till 
bpiietbing was dohe to fatisfy friendsat BriC 
blj^'.and upon their enquiry of Ifaac, he gave 
hefto 21 fingJe and honeft account how it wai 
ritj^ him at that time, refpefting his concern : 

^ends took it in hand, and wrote to Brif- 
E)l^. ©either juftifying nor condemning ^im, 
^uL ^recommended charity and tendern^fs'to: 
ra^.Jnxn. And from Brillol, fr?ends anl 
vei^^ that with open arms they could reciivc 
im^ believing him to he a fincere youn^ nan^ 
fh9 intended very ruell : and they were glail 
e iooJi their admonition rights and had Own- 

1 it had been offervice to him, $ Thus endeA 

. D 
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this affair, and Ifaac faid, he could not thi% 
hard of his brethren in doing what they d^ 
though he could not then fee that he had mijfti 
his way in delivering that prophefy. Thj 
(hewing for^h a lively inftance of a w; 
zeal, tempered with a due regard to the fenl 
and advice of his brethren and elders, ai 
the unity of the church, which doubtlefs tei 
ed to his own comfort and prefervation. 

When I heard of it, I took it fo much 
Jieart, it was almoft too much for me^ 
a concern came upon me to go to Londcj 
\vith the like melTage, but with this cautioi 
firft, to advife with fome faithful brethren 
fore I delivered it : and I wrote to Ifaac, 
let him know it, which gave him greiat eal 
Accordingly I went to London, and got fi 
dry brethren together, vi?. James Dickinfc^ 

iBowftead, Peter Pearon, B. Bangs, .Rob< 
aydock, and fome others, and gave thei 
plain and boneft account how it came u^^ 
jne, which was not till after I heard how 9 
dear companion was returned home froi 
Briftol ; adding, that I had acquainted Ifa 
how it was with me, that he might know 
fympathy with him. l"he friends feeing wl 
he had wrote, found there was a ftrong fyi 
pathy between us, and very jullly fuppoi" 
that to be the moving, if Qot only cauf^ 
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the' concern I was under, and very tenderly 

advifed me to keep it in my own breaft, till 

I found how the Lord would order it; for, if 

he was the author, I fhould find more of it ; 

If hot, it would die of courfe : But if I found 

it grew upon me, I fhould let any of them 

\now it, and they would condder what fteps 

to take in a matter of fo great confequence, 

AS going forth in a prophefy of that nature. 

And the fatherly kindnefs they fhewed me 

Svas very affefting to me, one or other of 

flhem making it their bufinefs to vifit me every 

May ; and as they faid, I found the concern 

krent off, and I became eafy without publifh- 

[ing it. 

^ After this I had divers very acceptable op- 
'portunities in London, during the time of the 
pearly-meeting, and afterwards vifited the 
^friends towards Leeds in Yorkfhire, and in 

fey way thither had very agreeable fervice in 
>th the counties of Leicefter and Notting- 
nam, and at fundry other places. 

From Leeds I went to the yearly-meeting 

at York, which was very large, and many 

'jpublick friends; but I was hid, as it were, 

and made very little appearance at that 



[meeting. 
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From thence I travelled homeward, vifiting 
friends as I went, and was gladly received by 
them. And I found my minillry very ac- 
ceptable ; as it increafed upon me, I was very 
humble and low in mind, knowing therein my 
Ilrength confided, and fafety from temptation: 

I was now in a ftrait what courfe to take 
to get a little money, my linen and woolen 
both wanting to be repaired. I met with a 
young man newly fet up in his trade, with 
whom I propofed to work, and he was ready 
to comply wjth my offer, fuppofing it would 
be a means to improve him. So we agreed, 
and I begun with him, and Jound it anfwered 
much better than harveft-work, fo that I ftor- 
ed myfelf with a little cafh foon, and worked 
hard all that fummer, and in the fall of the 
year prepared myfelf for a journey with my 
good old friend Jofeph Baines. 

\ We fet out the latter end of the fixth 
month, and vifited fome parts of Yorkfhirc, 
and fo into Lincolnfliire, Suffolk and Norfolk, 
and we did very well togethe;f ; only I^as 
afraid, that friends took fo much notice of ro^t 
he would be uneafy ; but he was fo entirely 
innocent, and had fo much of the Lamb 
in him, that he never did, that I could, fifldj 
Ihew any uneafinefs, more than to give me a 
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tkation with a fmile ; Sammy ^ Paid he (for I 

was- moftly called fo) thou hadjl need tah 

atre^ friends admire thee fo much^ thou doji 

"Hot grow proud ; and iifideed the caution was 

very feafonable, as well as ferviceable to me ; 

which I faw and did acknowledge. This 

Jofeph was, it might be faid, an Ifraelite 

indeed, as meek as a lamb, not great irt 

the minidry, but very acceptable, efpecially 

amongfl other people, havinga meek, quiet, 

'eafy delivery, moftly in fcripture phrazes, 

with which he was well furnifhed, repeating 

*them with very little orno^iomment upon 

them, which fortie admired very much; and 

he had great fervice at funerals, being in a 

•peculiar manner qualified for fuch fervices : 

but he receiving an account of fbme troubles 

1A his family, it brought a very great uheafi- 

tiefs upon him, and he returned home. But 

I vifited mod of the meetings over again, and 

fo I returned into Huntingtonfliire, North- 

'amptbnfhire,'and fo towards Dorfetfhire, and 

Somerfeilhire, vifiting as 1 went through part 

of Oxfordfhire. Thad many meetings, fome- 

' times fourteen in a week, and generally to 

fetisfaftion. In almoft every parifli where a 

friend lived, we had a meeting, befides which 

fundry offered their, houfes, who were not 

frienasj which we embraced. I came through 

D 2 
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part of Hampfhire and Warwickfhire, and fo 

back again to Hampfhire, vifuing friends, and 

had many meetings in places where none had 

been, and the people were much inclined, 

who were not friends, to have meetings at . 

their houfes in many places, and would deGre ; 

friends to condu6l me to their houfes : fo that 

although I was entirely unknown to moft, yet 

there was very great willingnefs to receive the 

doarine of Chrift ; and fundry, I found aftcr- 

wardsjwere convinced, by accounts I received 

from friends. The teachers of the national 

wav, and diffenters alfo, were much difturbed, 

and threatened what they would do, and that 

they would come and difpute ; and fome of 

them came feveral times, and got out of fight, 

where they could hear and not be feen; but 

never any gave me the leaft difturbance all 

that journey ; but fome would fay I was a 

cheat, viz. a Jefuit in difguife ; others, that 

I was brought up for the pulpit, and for fome 

mifdemcanor fufpended ; and fo they varied, 

according to their imaginations : but I was 

very eafy in my fervice, and found my heart 

very much enlarged ; fome of the people took 

me to have a good fhare of learning, which^ 

although it was falfe, ferved for a defeiKe 

againft fome bufy fellows, who thought they 

could difpute about teligion and doftrine; 

which I always endeavored to avoid as much 
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as poffible, feldom finding any advantage 
' by fuch work, but that it mollly ended in 
cavilling, and a ftrife of words. 

I went through part of Dorfetfliire, and at 
Sherborne an old friend was (ickj^and not cx- 

i pefted to get over that illnefs, and it came 
into my mind he xoould die of that Jicknefs^ 
and that, / mufl be at his funeral^ and preach 
with my bible in my hand. This made me 
fhrink, as fearing it was the fruit of imagina- 
tion, but I kept it to myfelf, and had many 
meetings about thofe parts, as at Yeovil, 
Puddimore, Maflbn, Wefton, &c. Befides 

- this, a young woman, which afterwards be- 
came my wife, had ftrong hold of my affec- 
tions, and I acquainted her parent? therewith, 
and had liberty from them to lay it before 
their daughter, which I did; although at the 
fame time it wa$ upon me to vifit America 
before I entered into the ftate of wedlock, 
which I alfo gave her to underftand ; for I 
had reafoned in my own mind, that it might 
be better to let it reft until my return, if I 
lived ; but in anfwer, to that, thus it appeared, 
that I might have fome offers there that might 
be a fnare to me, and by this prior engage- 
ment I might be freed from all temptations 
or offers of that kind : for if it once was 
known there, that I was ahrcady engaged. 
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even that would command filence on that 
accoum-; fo on this confideration I made furt 
to her, who received it with fuch modeftf 
and fweetnefs as was very engaging and obli- 
ging to me ; but (he had an uncle, on whom 
fhe had (osac dependance, who fccmed much 
averfe to k; and would have his niece left'^t 
liberty, and if any thing offered in my abfence 
fhe might embrace it; which I very readily 
compled with ; then he was pleafed, only b6 
would have me leave it under my hand, 
which alfo I was very ' ready lb do ; ^nd 
more, that is, to ftand bound myfelf, and 
leave her at liberty : to which fhe objefted, 
as unreafonable on her part to defire fa"ch a 
thing from me. So we parted, and I went f<) 
Street, Glaftonbury, Burnham^ Sidcoat, 
Clareham, and Briftol, having let flip out of 
my memory the old friend's ficknefs at Sher- 
borne ; but I had not been many hours in 
Briftol before a meffenger came to defir^ 
Benjamin Cool to attend the funeral, and 
Benjamin came to me to Brice Webb's^ 
whene I lodged, and told me how it was, 
and defired' me to go;' but I pleaded many 
excufes ; firft, my horfe was not fit, with 
t>ther bbje£ltons, which were all removed* 
And accordingly I went to Bruton next day^ 
being the fcventh day of the week, and wsfs 
at that fmall meeting on firft day. The 
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fi*eral was on fccond ctay, which was ex- 
I cecding large, John Beere from Weymouth 
; behig there, had fomething to fay, but not 
much ': then as it was with me, I pulled my 
bible out oFmy pocket, and opened it; upon 
which the people gave more attention than 
they had done before, and I had a very ac- 
ceptable time, often in the courfe of my mat- 
ter referring to the text for proof, and giving 
an ample teftiraony of the value we put 
upon the Scriptures ; eameftly prefling the 
careful reading of them, andadvifing to con->^ 
fider what they read, and to feek the Lord, 
by prayer, for affiftance and power, that they 
might practice what they read, which was 
the ultimate end of reading, as well as the 
hearing of preaching, for without pra6lice, 
it would avail but little; with other advice 
to the fame cfFeS. And there being fundry 
teachers of feveral focieties, one of them a 
3aptift, took hold of me after meeting was 
ended, and defired fome convcrfation with 
roe : I looked at him earneftly, and defired 
to know if he had any objeftion againft any 
part of what I had (aid ? if thou haft, faid 
I, (fpeaking with an audible voice, that flop- 
ped many of the company^) this is the mod 
proper place, the people being prefent ; for 
they thronged about us very much. This 



» 
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made him confefs, that what he had heard^ 
was found, and according to Scripture, being 
very well proved from the text; but he defi- 
led fome private difcourfe between ourfelves 
at my quarters, if I would permit it. I 
told him he might, I quartered at Richard 
Fry's ; and Richard being prefent, told him 
he (hould be welcome to come to his houfe, 
and fo we parted. And when I came tor 
Richard's, he faid, we fhould hear no more 
of him, for that he had in his difcourfes 
amongft his hearers, fpoken many very un- 
handfbme things againft the Quakers, endea- 
voring to unchriftian them, and prove them 
heathens in denying the ordinances, (a com- 
mon pleai ufed by all our adverfaries.) But 
this upftart carried the matter farther than 
fome others did, by adding, that we denied 
the Scriptures, and alfo would not allow of 
a bible in any of our meetings, nor did our 
preachers ufe a bible to prove any thing 
therefrom, that we preached to the people ; 
(with more to the fame purport) and as many 
of his hearer$ were there, my appearing with 
a bible, and fo after referring to the text for 
proof, did, no doubt, put him and them 
alfo upon a thought, what had been preach- 
ed before by him, amongft them, concerning 
the Quakers, which now appeared to be a 
manifell untruth by what they had both feea 
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aod heard that day : however, to be fhort, 
as Richard Fry thought, fo it. proved; for 
he did not come at all near me, and fo that 
went off well, and .truth was exalted above 
lies and falfhood. 

. I returned back to Briftol well contented, 
being filled with peace and confolation. At 
my return I gave my friends Benjamin Coole 
and fome others, a relation of my conduft, 
and Benjamin was much pleafed I went 
there, and repeated what he had faid before 
to perfuade me to ge, adding, he was pretty 
much afliired it was my place to go; but 
that if he had known how it came into my 
mind to preach with the book in my hand, 
although in the fequel it proved right, yet he 
fhould have been afraid that more of imagi- 
nation than revelation was in it; therefore 
that would rather have backened him, tharv 
have been any argument for him to have 

!)refled my going fo much as he did, by rea* 
on that he had found fome miftakes com- 
mitted from fuch fights, which proved to be 
but imaginations: and he gave me very fuit- 
able advice, to take care how I too eafily 
embraced fuch things for truth, without a due 
trial, and that it was not difpleafing to hea-^ 
Ven, to try the fpirit from -whence fuch things 
p rocceded. 



48 The LIFE anp TRAVELS of 

I {laid in and about Briftol three weck^, 
vifiting the meetings round the city, but on 
firft-days I was moftly in the city, and it being 
the winter fair, meetings were very large : but 
on the third-day meeting in the fair week,^ 
there was a man out of Wiltfliire, a Separate, 
named Arthur I fmead, who flood up to 
preach, and was fpeaking of the light : he put 
forth a queftion about bringing our deeds to 
the light ; adding, do I bring my deeds Jo th^ 
light ? A worthy elder, named Charles Har-.. 
ford, anfwered, JVb, thou dojl not : if thou didj 
thou xvouldjl not do as thou doji, I fat all 
this time under a veay great concern, and the 
word was in me like fire ; fo I Hood up, and 
with a ftrong and powerful voice began to 
preach, he crying out, that he had not done ; 
but I look no account of that, but went on, 
and he foon fat down and fell afleep, and we 
had a blefled, edifying meeting that day, and 
truth was exalted above error. After this 
meeting I was clear of the city, and vifited 
fome parts of Gloucefterfliire, Worcefter- 
fhire, Derbyfhire, Chefhire and Lancafhire, 
but nothing happened worthy of any greai 
note, fave only, in many places I had very 
large, open, quiet meetings, and when I 
found myfelf very high and full, I then ex- 
pe£led low times again, for I but very feldom 
was drawn forth in doftrine, and enlarged more ^ 
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niore than common, but Maplebeck tvould 
come in my way, and the uncommon tempt- 
ation and trial I* underwent after that meeting, 
which did not arrive at its height until I came 
to Swannington in Leicefterfhire, as is before 
hinted. I reached honje about the latter end 
of the firft month, and ftaid with my dear 
friend Robert Chambers part of that fummer, 
helping him and his brother-in-law, John 
Moore, at Gale, mowing more days this year 
than I ever did in one before. But John 
Bowftead and Peter Fearon had a meeting ap- 
pointed for them at a place called Goofe- 
green,' between Kendal and Milthrop ; to 
which meeting there was a very great reCort; 
and being delired to attend it, I did, and in 
the beginning of the meeting, I fpoke fome- 
thing of the tiniverfal love of God to mankind. 
After which a friend went on with the fame 
fubjeft, and inferred from the text fomething 
niore than it would bear, that a young man 
who taught a fchool at Bcatham (a fmall pa- 
rilhin that neighborhood) took him up after 
the meeting was over ; and having the advan'- 
tage of the argument, did endeavor to bear the 
friend down. I was with fome others gone to 
fee the horfes got ready for our return, but 
being called got with difficulty into the houfe, - 
which was much crowded (the meeting being 
held in the open ground without the houfe) 
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and when got in and heard them, I foon found 
where the pinch was ; the friend had faid whs^ 
the text would not bear him out in, in quot- 
ing Obadiah the loth ycrfe, compared with 
Remans the gih.chap. and i ith verfe. I ob- 
ferved that he went too far in e x predion wh^p . 
I beard it; and repeating the words more than 
twice, the young man had them very plain. I 
waited fome time, and then defired liberty^ 
the young ipan to a(k him a queflion, the jid^ 
fwering of which might bring the argumeotii^ 
a point; adding, not that I thought myf^lfj^ 
capable to maintain that argument as t|iy 
friend was. He gave me leave, and my ques- 
tion w^, Whether he believed it cxmfiJhM 
Tvith divine wifdom and mercy^ to puni/h rms 
for fuch fauUs^ as by his argument tiey tuSre 
ordained to be guilty of^ which becaufe of that 
ordination they <ould Tpot avoid ? He fcxm 
very frankly gave anfwer. He did not belicye 
it. I then afked him, Why he argued agmnft 
his own faith and judgment ? For althoit^ 
he toolTadvantage of my friend's words, not 
being fo well guarded as they might have been, 
yet thai was no juft ground to argue agmnft 
his own judgment. And thus this argument 
dropt, and then he took up bapiifm ; but .f6?Si 
finding himfelf not able to fupport what he 
s undertook to prove by the text, viz. Infa^^ 
Saptifm^ he confeft that he was not qualified 
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ftr^maint^in his argument, and therefore re- 
^uefted thit we would favor him to confer on 
ihar fubjeft on Wcdnefday next, in the room 
*htfre he taught fchool, with the minifter of 
tfteir parifh ; withal adding, zi might be offer- 
Wi^ kfthto him and others. My friends were 
«VCry much for it, and I was not againfl it, pro- 
vided they would go and affift : For I looked 
oh ttiyfelf very unequal to fuch a taflc as this 
-w^s like to be. However, after fome dif- ^ 
%bUrfe betwixt ourfelves, I confented, on 
'cbfiditioh that John Jopfon, the fchoolmafter 
tjf Kendal, would be my fecond, he being 
te^U acquainted with, and underftanding both 
Iriief Greek and Latin Teftament, might help 
iroe agatnft being kxipofed upon by any falfe 
?glofs or interpretation put upon. the te^t to 
^ove their arguments : fo we told the young 
man, we would endeavor to anfwer his re- 
^ueft, by being with him on fourth-day by 
mine in the morning: he was glad to be dif- 
cbarged for the prefent, for I Twid pot feen 
one fweat more freely than he did, befeg in a 
very great agony, he could not forbear (hak- 
ing as he ftood by the fable : and tFus wc 
parted for this time very gcjod frien<^s. But 
I grew uneafy, fearing how it would end, and 
blamed my friends for brining me intp this 
ferape, and not aflBfting me in it, l>ut_leavi||^ 
me to difpute with I knew not who 3 but ail 1 
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got was, that ihey doubted not but I fhouldtfe 
alTifted to eome off well, of which I was very 
doubtful, and it hindered me of fome hours 

fieep. 

« 

When the time came, my friend John Jopv 
-fbn and two more went with me; we canae 
pretty early, rather before than after the time 
appointed ; and the young man had got his 
room, and two clbqw-chairs ready, for the 
parfon and myfelf, but I was not willing to fit 
in either, being younger than friend Jopfon; 
but to avoid words about it, I fat down in 
one ; the young rnan acquainted the parlbii 
we were come, and he came to us, (trapmg, 
and bowing, and the. more we fuppofed, bc- 
caufe he faw we did not anfwer him in the 
fame way. After he fat down, previous to 
what we met about, he would needs iiave ii^ 
that I challenged a difpute with him; to. which 
I could not agree : but referring myfelf to 
the young man, 1 defired that he would in- 
form his neighbor of the true caufe of our. 
coming there, which he did very handfomely, 
to the effeft fpUowing, in very decent laa* 
guage, viz. * Sir, meeting laft (abbath-day. 
with this gentlem?in, we fell into a conference 
about infant baptifm, fuppofmg that I was. 
able from fcripture to prove that pra^ice ;. 
butpntrial^ finding myfelf not able to hold 
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Ac argament, fhut it up ; therefore being per* 
foaded, atul believing you^ fir, to be infinite- 
ly more able to defend the praQice of our 
church, than I was, I defired this gentleman 
to favor nie fo much, as to come and confer 
with you, fir, on this fubjeft, in my hearings 
that I might have this matter fet in a true 
Kght; and I beg your pardon^ fir^ hoping thai 
this modeft requeft to the gentleman is not of* 
I fenfive to yoUj and I will affure you, it is a 
i gneat pleafure to me.' Thus having made his 
ilpology^ ihe prieft being a faafty^ paffionate 
. man, began ; You Quakers art not ft to be 
difputed toith^ becaufe that you deny the Scrips, 
tures^ the Ordinances of Baptifm and the Sup^ 
per of ovr Lordt 

I addrefled myfelf to the young itian, to 
ifilbria the parfon that infaot-baptifm (fo call- 
i ei) was the prefent point to be confidercd % 
which he did in a few words, and very well^ 
bttttt was to no purpofe : The Prieft would 
go on) in his own way, calling us heretics^ 
fchifmatics, heathens, and what not, beftow- 
ing freely fuch fefleflions upon us as came 
inta his head ; and having gone on in this 
ramblingtway for fome time, with his unbe- 
coming language, I requefted, that he would 
hear me without kit^rruptioa, as I had him j 
aad then I put him in mind of hi^ old age (he 

E a . 
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ving a comely perfonage, and fine wliit«\. 
cks) and that he had more experience, ic 
ight with reafon be fuppofed, than we youn^ 
en had; and fuppofing that thou mayeftbe 
jht, and that we niay be in an error, yet fori 
I this, in my opinion, thou muft be wrong 
thy condufct towards us, in being fo Ubei^il 

► give us hard names, and fhew no reafon fiorf 
ly doing fo. Here. I was broke in upon wiih 
kind of violence, Thai alltht difcipks and 
f}oJlles had axommijion to. teach all nations^ 
iptifing them in the name of the Father^ Svi^ 
nd Holy Ghoji. Do you confute this or.oWji 

? I urged, No water is named in the tesn^ 
nd befidcs, that text Jhould be rendered, ^i& 

> the name of the Father, Son, &c. 



1 



Here the young man, and my friend Jop- . 
^n, fearched both the Latin and Greeks 
greeing that ft was more proper to rend«r it 
7ito the Namty than- in the Name^ &c. Then 
f that was right, as it was my opinioaitiwas, 
t was plain to me, that the materials of ihat 
^aptifm could not be elementary water, cfaei]B- 
bre, I could fee nothing in this text to.pixaMife 
he pratUce of fprinkling infants^ or :tn&nt- 
)aptifm. Hi^e I was interrupted with gmU 
ivaKmth again : the {^rfon urging, that tlidt d^^ 
:iples^ primitive minifiers^ and apojiles^ €bII 
had a CQTnmiJion in Matthew xxviii, which ^ 
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ij^on xoas to cantifme to the end of the 
world : and thii baptifm was with water, for 
thc^ apojiles could not baptize with the Holy 
G^cffi. In anfwer I faid, When Peter, at the 
faoufe of Cornelius, began to fpeak (as ap- 
pears by his own aecoum) Mtf Holy Ghcjljell 
pn ^hem, as on us at the. h ginning ^ faitl Peter; 
from which it is plain, that teaching by direc- 
tion of the Spirit being prior to baptifm, the 
baptifm. of the Holy Ghoft was the confe* 

' Quence of fuch teaching. But this did not 
pieafe the parfon*; but he in anfwer faidi 
That undoubtedly the commijjion in Matthew 
jis^m. was water^ it could be nothing elfe : 
WJiat^ are you wifer than all our forefathers^ 

 tuho have underjlood, ever ftnce the firfl mu 
nijlers^ this text to mean no other than water ? 
-Oiccordingly we have fo praSifed. I queried, 
if he.thouight the text meant outward, ele- 
mentary water ? He faid, he did. I defired 
to know his reafon for fo believing. He an- 
fwrred^ The practice of the apojiles in purfu- 
Msue of that commijjion which all had, I then 
-queried, if he thought Paul was included in 
. riiafi commifllon ? He granted that he was, 
n9idiy virtue of his cammifp,on he baptized ma^ 
^9tf^ But I defired they would turn to the 
tcxt^ 1 Cor. i. 17, where the apoftle pfeinly 
Jays, Chrijl fent him not to baptize^ but to 
ijpreachthc gofpel ; and in tbe foregoing \^rfes 
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he thanks God, ht baptized no more^&c. Be* 
{ides, allowing that they did baptize with (ot 
more properly in) water, yet this argues n04 
thing in proof of rprinkUng, nor is here any^ 
either precept or precedent for it, in all th^ hu 
ble. At this the parfon ftood up in a paffion^ 
told us we were no Chridians, nor fit to be 
converfed with a% Juch^ and left us in a lage 
without any ceremony. 

Now the young man acknowledged^ thi^i i 
the minifter (as he (tiled bim) was not a Mis 
to defend his own praflice from fcripture,. and | 
defired we would lend him fome books i:feat4~ J 
ing on that fubjeQ, and others, in which we 
differed from- thenx and other diffenters in 
point of relJgion. We agreed to let him 
have W. Pemi's Key, R. Barclay's Apologj^V 
and fome others, upon applying himfelf foi^ 
ihem to John Jopfon, his brother fchoolmaf- 
ter. He was thoroughly tonvinced, a»dr like 
to make a good man ; be had feveral enemies, 
amongft which the parJbn was not the Icaft.: 
but he fhortly after this fickened and died. 

And now to return : I was very diligeni ia 
following the harveft-work, both at mowing. 
and reaping, and diligently obferving my giftj 
to attend fuch meetings as I was incline^ to; 
aod I found that i grew ia xxaj gift, thjut \ 
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cmild fee and difcern myfelf: but then I 
: would check myfelf for [uch thoughts, feeing 
them by no means proper to have a place ^in 
my heart, left that humility, which is the or- 
: nament of every gofpel minifter, fhould be de- 
parted from through felf love and conceit, by 
which I might be^ brought to have a better 
opiinfon of myfelf than any of my neigh- 
bors had; which, if given way to, would eat 
out all that refpeQ: my brethren and the 
cburcb had forme; and by this foolilh pride 
and conceit, the hearts of friends would be 
ftut againft me, and I fhould lofe my place 
r^Ad intciclt in them. 

\ . Now I had but one journey rnore to malce' 
ioto Scotland, before my going (or at leaft. 
ii^tendhig to go) into America, of which in its 
place* 

An^ Account of my Journey into Scotland, 
i ifi the Work of the Mmillry, begun the- 
': itlh oftheSth Month, 1701. 

I had for my companion in this journey, 
a young trian who had a fine gift, his name 
^as Ifaac Thompfon ; we vifited fundry meet- 
lags in our way to Carlifle, finding our un- 
derftandings much enlarged in the openings of 
diviae truths, and our fervice grew upon us, 
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and we went on with boldnefs and ch^jcrfuf 
^ minds, nieeting in our way with our dear and 
worthy friend James Dickenfon, who was in- 
tending a vifit into Ireland : and in our jour- 
ney from the border to Dumfries, we \ikS 
very profitable converfation of good fervice 
,to u$ both, becaufe we, by reafbn of youtft, 
and want of experience, were often very weak^ 
and doubling whether we were right or niot in 
the work ; fo that this our dear friend, by hb 
lender and fatherly care over us, and advici 
to us, was of great encouragement, in letting, 
us know how weak and poor he often foiitid 
hirofelf ; which fo much anfwered my conciK^ 
tion^^at it was as marrow to my honesi.^^^* 
When we came to Dumfries, after we hadi 
taken fome refrefhment at our inn, J 
faid to us, Laisj I find a concern to go : 
the firtet^ will yo^ go with me ? For tie 
thought it might only be %o (hew himfelf, aid 
was defirpus that we ipightgo all together,"lw- 
ing five in nun\ber ; fo we walked forth, and 
the inhabitants gazed upon us, for the Q^uui* 
kers were feldom feen in that town fo Qifim 
together; and feveral came after us, isom 
James lifted up his voice like a trumpet amo» 
the people, who Were very quiet and attend 
tive. When he was clear, we retired back to 
our inn, and divers followed us, who wet^ 
very rude and w icked, but were not permit* 
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ted to hurt us. We had fweet comfort and 
r^frefliment one in another at our quarters. 
Next morning we took leave and parted, he 
yi^cut for Port-patrick, and we vifited the 
nveetings, though very (mall, until we came to 
Hamilton, where we were finely refreflied 
with a fmall handful of living friends; and fo 
tQ:Qlafgow, where the people were rude, but 
iqniething better than in times pad, not being 
Ix^^Qcivil to us in the ftreets ; thence to Kin- 
cieel, Lithgow, and fo over the water on our 
^Q^rney northward, taking Boroughftownefs 
gll4 Ury in our way to Aberdeen quarterly 
lilfieting^ where we found friends in a fweet 
4r«|iie of fpirit, being in dear unity one with 
jgmother. We had fundry meetings with them 
ttr our good fatisfa£tion, and had fome other 
«Bcetmgs farther nortli, as at Inverary, Kill- 
ff^ke, A worthies, &c. Then back to Ury 
'by Aberdeen, uking our journey to Edin- 
JgtUrgh, vifiting the fmall meetings, and fome 
CHbec places we inclined to viht in our way 
thither ; we had but one little meeting there, 
and'ihcn went to Kelfo, where we Itaid with 
jtibetn nwo meetings on the firft day of thp 
week, and in the evening friends there laid 
Before us the delire they had for our goins to 
Jedburgh, a town about feven miles frona 
ibetii) and not miMih out of our way to Eng- 
liWid, We conudered the matter, but not the 
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exefcife that might attend us in going tBercf; 
•fo next mofnirtg ve went, and when we came 
to the town (Samuel Robinfon being x^r 
guide) the landlord at the inn would not gide 
us entertainment*; but we went to another ifm, 
and the landlord took us in, withal telling u^, 
*how indecently the minifter had railed againfl 
the Quakers the day before, afferting thdy 
' were the devil's fervants, and that by his af- 
fiftance they did in their preaching what wiis i 
done; with very many vile Words: but 6b- 
ferving one of his hearer^ taking what he tiad ; 
faid in fhort-hand, he called out, charging I 
him not to write what he fpoke at randoih I 
againft the Quakers ; with much more to the I 
fame efFeQ. However, we called for fome | 
refrefhmeftt, but my mind was under fo much 
concern, I cotild neither eat nor drink : .^cfc ; 
called to pay for what we had, and we gaN^ j 
Ihe landlord charge of our horfes and bags, 
whereby he fufpetted that we were going t6 
preach ; he took me by the hand, and begged 
that wc would not go into the ftreet, btfti 
J)reach in his houfe, and he would have hOfj 
family together, and they would hear'us^ \S| 
looked fteadity upon the poor man, who trej 
bled very much, telling th?m, wc thoughi k\ 
cur place and duty to preach to the inhabitant^ 
cj the town ; and thinkejl thou ffaid L to h'irri) 
'wejhall be clear in thejight of God (whom i^q 
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both fear and ferve) by preaching to thee ani 
thy family^ what w£ are required to preach to 
the people in the town ? The poor man I 
found was fmitten in himfelF, and his counte- 
nance altered greatly, but he noade thi^ reply. 
Is this the cafe^ Sir ? I faid it was. Then^ 
faid he, go^ and Godpreferve and hlefsym^ but 
1 Jtar the mob will pull down my houfejor let* 
ling you have entertainment^ and kill you for 
your good wilL I bid him not fear, for he 
whom we ferved was above the devil, and that 
hot a hair of our head?? fliould be hurt with- 
jptii his permiflion. He then fcemed pacified 
to let. us go, and followed' at a diQance to fee 
<)ur treatment. 

The chief ftrect was vei^y broad, with a 
confiderable afcent, and near the head of the 
afcent was a place made to cry things on, to 
i^hich we then walked, where we paufed a 
Tittle, but 1 had nothing to do there at. that 
tin^; returning back to the market- crofs,. 
which was at the foot of the hill, for that bad 
an afcent of three or four fteps, and a place to 
Jit on at the top, where we fatdowi^; but we 
had hot fat long before a man came to us with 
a bunch of large keys in his hand, and took 
mc by the hand and faid, I mull go into thq 
Tdbooth (meaning the prifon) I alk/ed hini 
for wha t ? He faid, for preaching. I told 
^ F 
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him, we had not preached^ Ay ! but q«iodl 
he the provoll (meaning the mayor) has t»- 
dercd me to put you in the Tolbooth. f&r 
what ? I again replied. I tell you for pr^aah^ 
ing. I told him, / did not know whether mi 
Jhould preach or not ; but it was foan ejumgh 
to make prifoners of us when we did preachy 
Ay ! fays he, I ken very weel that you mil 
preach by your looks. Thus we argued the 
matter, he endeavoring to pull me up, and I 
to keep my place; and when he found I vaa 
not cafily moved, he turned to my comp^iK 
ion, who likewife was unwilling to be confiti- 
cd, and then he went to Samuel Robinfqn, 
our guide, who was eafily prevailed on to go^ 
and the eafier, for that he had been there but 
the week before with two friends, viz. ]qhn 
Thompfun and Thomas Braithwaite, both <rf 
our county of Weftmoreland. By this time 
we had a large afferably, and Samuel Robin- 
fon fuppofing we fliould have ^ better conv«- 
niency to preach to them in the prifon, as the 
friends aforc-named had the week before, w 
were condufled there, juft by the crofs wbefe 
we held the parly, and put in at the door : b©t* 
Samuel Robinfon foon faw his miftake^^fcnr 
the week before the windows of the prifon 
were all open, nothing but the iron gratis ki 
the way, the windows being very large far 
the foke of air, but now all made dark^ aEi4 
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y^efe' ftrongly fattened up vvUh deals. We 
Iwd been buC a Ihort time there, before a mef- 
ftfVger came 10 offer us liberty, on eondition 
'^e would depart the town without preaching ; 
l>et ^e could make no fuch agreement with 
4be(n, arid fo we told the mefl'enger. A little 
after he was gone, I wrote the following lines 
to the Provoft. 

> 

^^ It is in ray mind to write thefe few Uoes 
*' to thee, the Provoft of this town of Jed- 

* burgh, to let thee underfland, that our com- 

* ing within thy liberties, is not to difturb 

* the peace of yoiir town, nor to preach falfe 

* 'doftrrne or herefy (as is by your teachers 
' malicioufly fuggefted, whofe intereft it is> 

* as they fuppofe, to make the people believe 

* it) but in obedience to our Lord Jefus 
^ Chrift, whofe fervants we are, for he bath 
'• bought us with his moft precious blood j 

* and we are nO m^re our own, but his that 
' * has bought us, whofe power is an unlimited 

• * * power, and all power is limited by Jiis:i^ 
-^ lb his power is not to bje^Utirttect by any 
'* other power; therefore we his fervants dare 
''not'timil ourfcjlves, or promife any man ve 
'* will do this, or we will do that, but cdfeimit 

* our caufe to him, as his (the Lord's) fer- 
^ vants did of old, knowing, that if we pleafe 
^ "him he cstti deliver tfs, but if not, We fl^n 
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niake no. promife to any man on thiA a^c^ 
count, becaufe we ourfelves know not wbat 
he has for us to do : and therefore w<e en*. 
deavor to ftand clear froqi all engj^gem^pt% 
ready to do what he requires at our handa^ 
But I rnuft tell thee, that tlie manner of our 
imprifonment looks very rigid and uncooi* 
mon in thefe times of liberty, fo far below 
a Cbrillian, that it is hardly humane, that 
we fhould be here detained as evil doer^ 
before we are examined, or any breach, of 
law appears againft us. Doth your Scotch 
law judge a man before it hears him ? If fo 
it is very unjuft indeed, and looks very 
hard, that the king's fubjefls may -not hay,c 
the liberty to walk in your (Ireets as cjfe- 
where, which was all we did, befides fitting 
down on the market crofs in a thoughtfid 
fenfe of our duly to God, not opening our 
mouihs but to him that violently forced us 
iiito confineraent ; nor do we know thajt 
we {hould have fpoken to the people in 
a v/ay of preaching at all : but thi$ i^ 
illZ "^^^k of our Mafter, and we. my| 
wait his will and tlme^ to know both when 
and how to do it ; therefore if thou thiii^k^ 
to keep us until we promiffe thee> or any of 
thy officers, not to preach in your ftreeis, 
it will be long that we muft abide here: 
therefore I delire thee to take the matiqif Jew 
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•^fd" a Ghrtftian confideration, to do as thou 
^v/buMft be done unto, and give thy felf lib- 
'^'^rty to think for what end the magiftrates* 
^■fWdrd is put itito thy hand, that thou mayft 
^-life It right, left thou Ihouidft be found one 
*• bf thofe that turns juftice'backwards, fo that 
^'•equity cannot enter. This is from one that 
* wiflieth thy welfare and falvatioh, 

' Samuel Bownas.* 
Jedburs: Tolbooth, 18th 
\''of 9th Month, I7OI. 



[ 



When I had writ this, it was very hard to 
jperfuade any one to carry it to the provoft, 
Tof now they were fo affrighted about having 
anything to fay or do with us, that they durft 
&iot appear to talk with us ; and whether he 
•iiad it or not, I cannot be certain. 

' The next day there was a country gentleman 
tame into the town, and Tent his fervant to in- 
-vite us to his houfe, to which we replied, We 
kntm not yet when wejliouldhave our liheaty ; 
$ut dejired our thanks might' be returned to his 
majkr^for that kind invitation : he replied, wc 
iSxouId fobn be at liberty, for his mafter was 
gone to the provoft; knowing they had no 
prctfcnce to keep us there. Accordingly in 
lefs than two hours after, we were fel at 
lib^ny^ aad went to our inn to refrefh.^ur- 

F 2 
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felves. The town was very full of cooaUy^ 
people, it being market day, and .we wcBLt--ta»^ I 
the market crofs, which was fo much.fui>' 
rounded with people felling their ware^ thafci 
there was no room for us, without great dwasa, 
age to them : we therefore, after a fiioiti ; 
paufe, walked up the ftreet to the place. be- 
fore named, and the ftreet and balconies wf^e^ 
filled with people, with the faflies and cafcK' 
ments open, and crowded with fpettatons^- 
fome computed the number to be ahovesocoi? . 
but fuch guelfes at numbers are uncertaiDf^' 
but there I .ftood up (being above the peopte^' 
both by the advantage of the ground, and tbfi^ 
place where I ftood) and opened my moutit^ 
being full of the power and fpiritx)f grac^i 
. faying, ' Fear the Lord, and keep his cojn- 
mandments, who by his fervant* faid, /ti/fttfi 
^ut my law in their minds^ and write -tktm'i^ 
their hearts^ and I will be to them a Gcdj and 
they /hall be to me a f-eople. Now if you ba 
obedient to this law, you will do well, znA 
thereby become the people of God; but.if 
difobedient, you will lie under his wrath an^ 
judgments.' With more, diftinguilhing bc*» 
tween the happinefs of them that obey, and 
the uohappinefis of the difobedieni. - 

Then I ftepped down, in expeftation thai 
my companion might fay fomewhat, but he 
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w«s fining to be gone ; and I was concerned 
toilep np again, and kneeling down, was fer- 
vcaitly drawn forth in prayer; but after I had 
be^n, two men came and took me by my 
aiviSy and led me down the ftrcet prayings, 
and by tiie time we came at the foot of the ai'- 
c^tt, I had done praying : after which I took 
a[:vrcw.of the people, who fhewed great ref- 
peftindeed ; but 1 was conveyed to the prifon 
dotor, where was a centry of two foldiers, who 
ftood by and heard what I faid to the officers 
tliat brought me there, which was to tins ef- 
frtt : * That the day before I was forced in 
tbere againft my will, and contrary to law, but 
tiiat i would not go there again, without be- 
ing firil examined by the pruvoft, or by their 
priefl and elders of their church, or other 
chief officers in their town, and if then any 
thing did appear that I had broken any law, or 
done ought worihy of imprifonment, having 
a mittimus fetting forth my oriitie^ I would 
willingly fufFer, and not refufe going ther^; 
but without fuch an examination I refufed to 
gathene again, unlefs forced'to it by violence, 
ai^ that I hoped they would not be guilty of/ 
A.t which oi\e of the foldiers, taking his muf* 
ket by the finall end, advancing th^ |)utt faid, 
his countryman had fpoken right, and what he 
faid was according to iazo and' ju/iice^' and... 
ou^hi to H obferved asfuch ; and tkc^tjon if 
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you will (hid he) take him before the Pf^odm^l 
in order fdr examination^ you may ; ^wf z/^'t^^I 
touch him that dare. At this bold attetry&i 
and fpeech they both left mt\ and I waj^-^d^ 
vanced above thie people about fix brft^OT 
fteps, and turning about to them, there beiB^ 
a little fquafe before the door, furrouVid^'? 
vith the tfuard chamber on one fide, the Tcff-'' 
booth on the other, and a wall facing m^ 
ftreet about four feet high, 1 had a very good; 
opportunity to fpeak to thera^ which 1' iiid^" 
abotrt a quarter or near half an hour, and tfiej'* 
were very quiet and civil. When I bad dohtj 
and aclcnowledged the foldier's kindnefi iftt^ 
civility towards me, who faid, It tons his'th^ 
to do it^ I came down the fteps, the peopll? 
crowding very clofe to fee as well as hear rtrfj 
but they divided foon, making a lane for vdf 
pafTdge, (hewing me confiderable refpeft in 
their way : Some faid. You have dung thtm^ 
Sir^you have dungthem^ Sir; meaning there -^ 
by I had got the viSory, All was Very quS 
ei^ fave that one or more would have forcSf 
a horfe over us, but was prevented by VNH 
reft: Not the leaft unhandfomenefs appearefl^f 
fave that amongft them. Retiring to otir iteh^ 
1 was full of peace and comfort. ' "^ -s 
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By this time the day was much fpen^, aftif 
concluding to ftaiy that rfigbt-, we ordered faifl!& 
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TffjsCb^aept to be'gQt for us, for I found m\ 
icIPin vant of it : it was foon got ready^ an 
^e.jnvUed our hoft to (hare with us, wh 
WjilJin^Iy did, {hewing his good liking to wh« 
* aabeen faid ; adding, h^ never faw the pec 
^e.fo ftiTick, and give fo good attention ; nc 
iver did he fee folarse a multitude that hear 
all.lp iatelligibly down to the very foot of th 
bj.ilj, which was, as he fuppofed, not much le 
|t^an two, hundred yards in length, and 1 tool 
% computation, the ftreet to be upwards ( 
thinty yards wide, and all that fpace muc 
cVpwded^ I gave him a hint of his fear, pu 
fing him in mind that our duty, in preachin 
to that multitude, could not poffibly be di 
charged by preaching to him and his fariiil] 
.and be acknowledged it was right in us to d 
a3 we did. 

• , t  . * 

.  ■' * ^   . ' 

By ,this tin[ie the evening clofed in, ar 
fuudry gentlemen fent word that they wou^ 
giadly pay us a vilit, if we. would permit i 
%jA the landlord, I faw, earnelily defited y 
i^ld, ^nd he had a very large room,- in; 
wluch we .went, and they foon came to u 
9ud quickly fell into converfation (for th< 
are very full of talk about religion,. and ve 
tenacious in their opinions upon it.) The fii 
^krticle of difput€ was, about tht rule offai 
and^raUice; and this was argued (pro and qo 
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between them and our guide Samuel Robinfoniy 
near half an hour, who was a very fenfible re* 
ligious young man, and had a good fhare of 
learning alfo ; but I found they made noihi^ 
of it. Our opponents would endeavor, M 
their way, to make out the fcriptures to te 
the only rule of faith, and the Spirit we ^m 
fefled to be guided by, muft be fubordinateto 
the text. I hitherto had faid nothing, but nor 
defiring a few words by way of queftion, th^ 
anfNvering of which might bring this difput^'ttl 
a point; / thought not^ faid I, that I Jhmli, 
take the argument from my friend Robinjen^ 
whom I take to be more capable to fupporti^ 
than J am. All were very willing to hear itie^ 
then I began to ftate the difference between 
us thus ; We all agree ^ faid I, that the fmf- 
tares are a rule of faith and praBice : do ^^9 
not 9 this was granted. Tke difference Iks here 
then^ if I take it rights we fay it is a ruk} 
.you fay, it is the only rule ; this^ is the point in 
difpute^ is it not ? this was likewifc granted 
me. Then I proceeded thus ; allowing what 
you fay to be true, it mufl be confidered thalHH 
infirumental rules are made, whether they're^ 
late to fpiritual or temporal affairs, and thujl 
be contrived and adapted to anfwer the endfhf 
which they are made. Tliis was allowed alfo. 
And as the text is a rule made, contrived ani 
adapted for fpiritual affairs^ who made it fo? 
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§mziA£ text -could not make itfdf. Here was 
a long paafe ; at laft one replied. Holy men 
l^rr^ as they, were moved by the Holy Ghoji. 
^erb was a long paufe again ; and, faid I, h 
ms.your mini ? It is the plain words of the 
text,; faid another : Granting this^ then it 
waft by your accejjion be allowed^ that the Spi- 
tk gave forth or made the fcriptures^ by the 
Medium of holy men ; therefore the Spirit gave 
fftrih the text : now judge you^ whether a rule 
iwadtf or the author that made thai ruk^ be 
^^tdinate ? Ihere was a paufe for a little 
jftfhiie^ arid one of the company faid, You are 
^n^^you are dung (meaning they had loft the 
Jf%>ry) the fsriptures mufi be Jubordinate to 
ike Spirit that gave them firth. I replied thus. 
Me believe concerning the text^ that it is a rule^ 
$!8d the befl external rule we have ; but that 
\lhe . Spirit^ which gave it us by the medium of 
l^o/jf men^ is the principal rule ^ faith and 
ifraBice. Thua this debate ended, and they 
ftarte4 another about baptifm J but that was 
Coon eiKled. Our friend Robinfon was aa 
over match for them by far about iy. Then 
ibey had a few words about the bread^ and 
»'ine ; that held but little time, fox they allow- 
ed thefe ceremonies to be external parts of 
reJigion, Then they came to preacbi«g, ar>d 
'ftated the queftion thus : Our own teachers^ 
<vit know how they come by their minifiry. ani 
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ly "what authority they prtach (meaning iWi 

learning, and the laying on of the haiids^' 

they term it, of thcNprefbytery at thciti'dkr 

nation, &c.) hd we want to know^ how y 

preachers come by their ftiinijiry, afutiyhtk 

* authority they preach ? Here our fri^sdlre 

foned with them fome time^ but dicy feitheft^ 

could not, or would not be convinced wjlirii 

words ; fo he told the cdmpany plainly^ t 

he never did preachy andthere/dre tuould'h 

it to them that did^ to give account how thi^i 

by it themf elves. I Was, all the time th«t tkifj 

banded this affair, under a great conceri5,r fetw 

ing how we might come off; but whfen ^SatnLj 

uel Kobinfon had laid the matter fo juftly 

fairly at our door, there was fo conhdcfi 

^fpace of filence, that they cxpe6led no 

from us, but began other difconrfe, 

could no longer withhold; and beff>^kj)fg 

their lilcnce and attentiori, was wilKnjg vo'fidl 

late to them, how I came by my miniftry i- fif 

which they lift'ened with clofe attention; Ttaftl 

1 premifed thus, as an introduflion b^f^reJl 

came to' the matter itfelf. Although in li^ 

thread of my difcouffe^ fomething migJs$W 

pear liable to an ohjeBion^ I entreated tkCfWi 

vor of them all to hear me out^ by rtafon'foi^ 

I might fay afterwards would perhaps fcW 

their obje^ions^ without giving me, or them) 

felves any interruption. Which, With ^ 
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proice, they all aflented to, that it was a rea- 
foipblcand juft requcft. Then I proceeded 
as JblloMrs : 

ii My filtber was a cordwainer, that lived by 
l^>f&iaU trade of making (hoes, who died be- 
ferel was a monih old, and left my mother 
a ToiaU patrimony to live on of about four 
bounds a year, to keep herlelf, me, and one 
poQ morCt who was ab«>ut feven years old when 
lay.&ther died. My mother gave me a felig- 
mis education in this fame way. When I 
Ms fit 10 go to fchool, I was fent. there, until 
hiKts ten or eleven years old, and then was 
n from fchool and put to keep fheep : my 
mgs, though very fmall, giving fome al- 
ee to my mother, who had bound my 
nnher an apprentice, I was kept clofe to at- 
tbc flock when wanted, and afterwards 
tan apprentice to a blackfmith, ftill going 
our own meetings, but did not underftaud 
rudiments of that religion I Sflias trained up 
but wa? addifted to the pleafures of the 
; and when I went to meeting, knew 
^ how to employ my thoughts, and often, 
lit, very often, the greateft part of the meet- 
•g (for want of a proper employment of 
"^ aght) I fpent in fleeping ; for the preaching 
ich was pretty much) was what I did not; 
rftand : thus two or three years of my ap- 
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prenticefiiip I fpent vriih very tittle loodr 
God or religion. But fo it fell out^ linu: 
young wdraan came to vifitour meetiD^ 
in her preaching, feemed to direft berlf 
to me, \yhich were tbcfe, or to the facbert 
A traditional Quaker^ thou goes /r^omf4kk\ 
meeting as thou comes t6it;and.conm^4^ 
it as thou went from ii^ haning no fn^ltd^ 
doing fo ; but, what wilt thou do in:t&e^^'Mi 
thereoj? Thefe words were fa pat toti^ iIuk 
(tate, that Iwas pricked to the very kmk^ 
ct-ying out in fecret, Lord ! How Jh€dt'Ilki^ 
to mend it? lifsould willingfy do it i/.IJbitfk] 
how : A. voice in my breaft replied^ Lwei 
fACf and thou Jhalt find help. From that 
forward I foun4 14 true, that what is 
known of God and true religion^ tsrevtiftlol 
within ; and relying on the Lord, wha:bc|^ 
thus to reveal his power in^me, asid let-jne-itft 
that I muft depend on him for ilrengifa/ jtnii 
falvation, the fcriptures feemed to be unfies^ 
cd, and made cleat to my underftanding^-fiitfc 
as, being born from above^ and that which isfio 
be known of God is made manifeft in ua^^iaal 
alfo that text which fays. The kingdom uf^&A 
is within. The Lord opened my underftaaA- 
ing by his Spirit, to fee the proper qualifica- 
tion and call of true minifters, that it wa« aat 
external but internal, and the heart mnO. fot 
be fanSificd, before the divine anointix:^ cc^oU 
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fitt ispeSfet Thus foF fome time t went oi^ 
intuif religious duties with great fuccefs, and 
t{fi>i|ptU .gained much in fpiritual and divine 
IteMt-edge : and as I was going to meeting 
.ftoAat^^corr.monly called Sunday, it came 
i4lo«ny^miDd, that if I was watchful and obe- 
Aeirty carefully minding to keep my place, 
^d^^o that guide I was now acquainted with, 
IfAotild be niade a teacher of others : I pro- 
IKKded onmy way to meeting, and being fat 
[^QVd therein, in a fhori lime I felt the powejr 
frf'ihe. Spirit "grew very fltrong upon mi^, to 
I tpeeki^c few ientenc^ : but oh ! the reafbning 
I ftad tteciifes that I formed in my weak mifid, 
ikak £^ might be fpared from this work' fome 
I iiiH» losiger; and the^A^eight feemed to be tak* 
I kdAtna m^ for that time. But oh ! the troii- 
tifoiiiHl: uneaGnefs which I afterwards went 
^ongfa^ made me enter into covenant, that 
tfnevs^r. the like offer was made me, I would 
^B/itnp to the heavenly vifion, The trouble 
ifaf;^y;miiid alfefted my countenance fo mUch, 
ohat fe gave my mafter (being of the fame way) ^ 
knfpir to examine me, how. it was : I gave 
SbiIi a candid account, withal adding^ my fear 
•Aat my offence, was fo great, Iftibuldfee re- 
•jeded as a caft-away :;but he comforted nie>. 
3ikh urging variouar examples of the 1 fke kind, 
fe my encouragement, lio way doubting but 
Vtav. ix the next meeting the fame conceror 



76 The LIFE and TRAVE 

would come upon me, and to wh 
fed me lo give up, with a fympat 
of love, in various and comforta 
tions confirmed by fcripture exa 
fc, -^s he had faid, the next meeting, 1 
W' fat there an Jinur and a half, thi 
cern came upon mc, which was 
had now to deliver the fame woi 
fame authority as I did when in tl 
Tear not them rvhick kill the hod^. 
able to kill the fiiul : biU rather ft 
15 able to dejiroy both body and Jot 
I fay fear you him^-who t^ll icrri 
earth, that all which is movable m 
and removed ovt of the -way j an 
is immovable mayjlavd. This 
appearance, in the words abov 
made in public, as a preacher. 
. I found, that the power of the 
over them, by their wiping of the 
I was affifted to go on with ftren 
ment and demonftraiion, further 
then I had near three years of 
ferve, which I did with great U 
my mailer; and before the tinie 
preaching a little at times, but 
'. quenily, yet to the great fatisfa< 
\ brethren, I found a coni:ern upo 
Vel abroad as a minifter; and 1 
my matter tliercwiih, who had 
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iBer |q nie :. he told ihe, before I went on 
rMtcitan^ I muft acquaint the elders there- 
' itH'jarid lay it before the monthly meeting, 
^glargjn^ on the peculiar end of thofe meeu 
wnygs^ f^timg forth the fervice thereof, to take 
care 0/ our, poor, and to deal with offenders, 
wip i/pre a fcandal by their ill conduQ: to 
^elr'prQfeffion, and tundry other matters cog- 
ftftable in thofe meetings, that they might 
jMge^ whether my concet n was right, ancj^ 
^vq 9^e a letter of recommendation or certif- 
lca|3^' to fignify iheir unity and fatisfaQioii 
ejeki; which I did accordingly : and with 
lie Very fuitable advice to my then prefent 
itfit Sate as a miniller, they gave me a cer- 
eal^ or a letter of recommendation^ and 
p^d k in the meeting, as h ufual in fuch 
es 5 i jaccompliflied that journey, and was, 
fi^my i^eturn, called upon to give^ account 
thereof, and to deliver up my certificate, 

* • , "  ' . ' 

^' AJfer which, in a Ihort time^ I had another 

jpiirncy before me, and by our di(ciplin^, qv 

cHurch government, was obliged to go to thp 

ftnjae meeting for a frefli certificate, which was 

ireadiiy granted ; and the brethren rejoiced ^X 

my 'iraprove^ient, advifing me to itiodeaF the. 

hoaor thereof where due. At my retUTii, f 

wa$ obliged to attend the faid nuetiug^ ancl 

give account of my travels as before. This 

G 2 
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praflice amongft us is judged needful, le^ iuf 
one fliould fwerve from their firft foundsttiom^ 
and undertake to preach without a right^can^ 
million, and fo impofe upon our friends who 
know them rioc. o .>H 

In a little time I was concerned to 
other journey, and laid before the faid 
ing my conccTn, as aboveiaid, and had a:«^- I 
tificate. At my return, I gave accoimtiakijc- j 
fore, and delivered my ceitificate : after ^ifli j 
I nad another concern to vilit this nation in 1 
this very journey, and laid ihy concerJ be- 
fore the faid meeting, bad a certificaie readily 
granted me (and pulling it out of my paick«tr \ 
book faid) and there it is. At which^ eme-jof 
ihem took it^ and, at the defire of the 'soft, 
read it up; and it was returned me with g ftb- 
found filence : fo I proceeded to add^-thacl 
had viiited all that kingdom, where I fouod 
drawings in my fpirit to gOj and this (fo fanu 
I yet fee) is the laft place; and how I miift 
leave you to judge, whether it is not reafosa- 
ble for you to conclude, at lead that I tfaak 
my fclf concerned by an almighty pow^cr^ dfe 
**^-»--lu)w could I have expofed myfelf to fuch.an 
unruly mob as I have preached to this da^ ? 
Here I ftopt ; &nd one in the company afkod, 
if all our preachers came by their nuoiflry 
thii fame way ? To which I replied, X lumli 
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%ok j^idfc account hom anqtkerman mighi lyh 
^MU&.his minijiry^ but I have given yw a/aith? 
Jmband ,^midid account hw I received mine. 

Here my companion was full of matter to 
relate, by giving them an account how he 
•fiimi by his.miniRry, but let in a fear, that 
-libtt he naight add, would hurt . the caufc^ 
-©M«r of the company faid, it is enough wb^t 
-wfcikave beacd^ and fo hje was very handfome- 
dytexooJed. . 

-sd Tte night (by the time thi$ w»s Ov^r) b^ing 
^»d^ie3:it, it being foHje time paftthe middle,* 
-leWkohtng was called, and they would m>t 
lalkrw u^ to pay any part, thereof, but toqk 
,floavet>f us with great affeCtion ; and the coun- 
-d^ gentleman,- that v^s.affifting- to our liber- 
It^;gav:eus a very kind invitation to his houfe, 
bwiiKb we received very thankfully ; but being 
*«i^ged in our minds for England, bad not 
iimedom to go with him : fo we parted in a 
-cuery loving and friendly maoner. We being 
:rfiiaw left to ourfelves, I had an opportunity 
slto reflea on vJhat had paffed, and ^p examine 
fianyiwrhole condua aU tbat:>dny ; a praaice I 
\ frrfqaenily ufed, after a i^^e than common 
t:day'5 fervice.; and . indeed after^^ery opppr- 
\ tiiaiiy of an enlargement in my gift, by e^xape;^ 
i^iiienie finding. the beft infttua<^r in nriy own 
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bofom, to flfiew where I hit the matteF_^ 
Riifled it : and confidering why I began fo Iq,w^ 
as irty father, jetting forth my manner ojTei)^ 
ucation and trade, which feemed to have jm^ 
rdation to my call to the miniftry^ •! faw 
reafon thereof, and found it to be this, 
they might not think my miniftry to hayeY'^ 
the leaft, any .dependance upon literaturcf^^?^ 
qualification much depended on for the worJ|g 
of the miniftry amongft them, and f6rne<gj 
them will not take any notice of any pffiff^ 
fort; if a man ffor they will not adniit a wp-r 
mail to have arty part m this work; be h^ nw^ 
er fo divinely fitted by the Spirit, yet if f 
want human learning, it rs all nothing w{ 
thctri. Thus the wildom of truth, whicli 
did not fee fo plainly at firft, appeared to my 
underftanding very clearly: and on a clofc 
arid narrow in fpeQion into this day's WorkduL 
foiind inward peace, a joy fpring in my h<?aj^j 
that I could not fet forth by words. An^ iajl. 
companion had more eafe and true cbn|cfit|j 
than I feared he could have, by reafoii p^f^i 
not coming up in his fervice, to let th<^ CQmj.j 
pany know how he tame by his miniflrj^ ai^j 
by what authority he preached. ,-.,) 

have beeih more particular in the relatioii,^ 
of this day's work than I otherwife fhouli^j 
have bee», as containing in it fuch fignal 
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ttgT^s of providence; firft^that wc ihould b^: 
dSaJht^d in hold, juft till the people from the 
c^%y were come in. , Secondly, and then . 
Jcx at liberty to, fay what the t^ord gave us. 
d;^tKirdIy, That we had fo feafonable an* 
fcjrtunity to explain our praftice as to the 
riflSfters, viz. the conduCl of the fociety to-. 
>^ds them ; andlikewife the fervice of our, 
i^hThly-nieetings rcfpeCting tbc; poor, marri^ 
aJe*^^ a^raonilhing oftenders, making lipdif-* 
firejfices^ grantinig of certificates to fucb as faw, 
cil(fe\lo renabve tbemfclyes from one month-, 
ly^dReeting to another, as well as to nfiinifler5< 
WBtili by their fhewing fo much kindnefs, * 
aSp^ taifing no obje£^ion to any thing faid on 
t^fel^ Iheads, did plaiiily demoaftra|c thei^' 
g66d !ikin;g and. fatisfafiion therewilb.. 

j''*rbfe tiext tnorning we fet out for England^ 
ahd by the evening got amongft Friends in 
lie Border, vithiii the compafs of Sowport 
nicfeting, and had fome few meetings, as at 
tH^ Border, Scotby, Carlifle, and foipe others, 
I^ame to my old mailer Samuel Parot's, hav- 
irt^nd place to retire to as home, but. fome-. 
tifaiekl^ was at Sedgwick, and fometimesquar-. 
tercd with my friend Robert Chambers, and 
fometimes at Kendal, and at Gatefide, at fao« 
nfft William Simpfon's, where I did fotpq 
limes help them in their bufinefe, he being 4: 
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fhips would fail in a week's time, ot ^trj 
fliortly; but a war breaking out bctweete' 
Fngland and France, an embargo was laid on 
all (hippitig for two months, fo that there ^^aj^ 
no expectation of getting off. I ftaid in Lon- 
don about three weeks, vifiting all the meetings 
in and about the city, which gave the brethren 
a thorough 'tafte of my fervicc; fome of my 
beit fribnds advifmg, that I (hould not lay my 
concern before the meeting,* that I defighed 
for America until the general or niorithly- 
meeting of minifters did come round, and in 
that time my fefvice as a minifter would b^ 
generally known. I readily complied ; and 
when the time came, I went in great fear to 
lay my concern before that meeting, being ftill 
apprehenfive I (hould not be permitted to 
proceed, for want of a fuitable companion ; 
but as no objeftibn did arife, they perufed the 
certificates that I had from the monthly and 
quarterly meetings, and did well approve 
thereof; and a minute was made, appoiniiftg 
fome friends to prepare a certificate againll' 
the next meeting ; which was accordingly' 
done, • brought thfre,- and figned. 

1 
All things now 1)eing clear for my going ! 

the firft opportunity, it was thought proper 

to fee for a (hip, which by the affiftancc 
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^^ friend^ was done, but no lijcelihood pf 
^Jpg quickly, by reafon of the embargo. 

jXnid fome defire to vifit the weft, in par- 
tgj^f r porfet, Somerfet, Briftol, and Wilts,; 
t«A^,at a iofe for a horfe, having Ibid my own 
l^^qafter I came to London; but the friend 
itQ^y/Hqtn 'I fold him, offered that I (hoiild 
h^fh himTthat journey, which I accepted, and* 
|fj.^lecout, having in company a young man 
jtKjtJfed^Tieen bred at a college, his name wa5 
jSj^puel Cnfp; a pretty meek fpirited youth» 
i^ff rightly convinced. When we got forty 
ftjjLjfirty miles from London, he had ttrong 
igfuoations to go back. I made a kind pi a ' 
giJWiing vifit; and when I was at Briftol, my • 
mends there were exceeding kind, and would 
winjngly have had me gone from thence ; but 
1^, prior engagement at London would not • 
pf fffiit it. ' 
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, ji Jlald therjB twa weeks at leaft, and taking 
i^yjf?ave, fundry friends brought me on my 
% to Bath, Bradford, &c. They returned, 
mi'l went on for London, and quartering at 
taiini at Hungerford'(not being eafy to tate 

Smore meetingi» till I came to Lptidon)^ I 
in company with a couple of irad^fmea,^ 
^^ wke0 we fet do wo to fuj^t ^^9«i|)lw 
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l|icnt€cl each other about whicb flioutd crmt 
m blefling, at la{l ihey pulled off their hats, 
and one of them did it in forae fort ; but my 
iiuing with my hat on was fuc.han offence^ 
that chey began to reprove me very fliarj>ly.: 
I faid but very little for.fome time uniil ihey 
bad /pent their reproach upon mtj aod then If 
fpoke to this efFett, 'That the appearance thejr* 
niade^ juft before fupper was brought to the. 
table, was fo very void of grace in their hearts^ 
that I could not think it my place to pull off; 
niy bat to their formal prayer :.and behde5,a3. 
Ibonas the words were out of their nvouth^ 
and over, it appeared to me that they wiere. ' 
the fe^me^and I (aw by their condud that tbey^ 
did not underftand the nature of true prayer, 
mhich is to be performed both with the fpirit* 
a|id underftanding ; and if you had. not waimd^ 
Ig^th, you. could npt pafs fucb hlly complin 
menls on each oihcr about it.' 1 .Wia&* now^ 
irery <juiet^ and they faid no more to me.— 
But as toon as fupper vi^s over, and the reck- 
oning paid, they left me with free coi>feiit, for 
opr company was unsuitable. 

Kext diay I;went towards: LondoD<by Newfc- 
bl^J^y* where 1 ftopt at ajuueral, and fo to* 
Reading, and by MMdenb^d to the city,: but. . 
found the embar@q»|iot yet taken off. It bqipg 
-ow pretty near the middle of the firft moitU)) 



t'rtfiteiifonie parts of Hertfordfhire, having 
my dear friend John i hompkins part of thte 
tiiiit*, and Samuel Crifp, who was a fweet 
^'cHiipanion, having received the knowledge Nc/f 
the truth the right \vay. 

About a week or two in the fecond mbnth^ 
Uirders were given for the merchants to get 
ft'ady, and a convoy was to go with them : bist 
for alt this, it was the latter end 6f the ihir<l 
thonth before we got off; To I had an oppor* 
tunity to vi(it the greatelt part of Kent. And 
after we failed from the Downs, we were put 
into Portfmoutb harbor by contrary winds, 
tnd lay there two or three weeks, which wa^ 
very tirefbme. Bat all this time I never con- 
fidered any danger of being, taken by thfe 
French ; it did not fo much as enter into my 
fiiindy iiniil I came into Philadelphia, where 
hearing that Thomas Story, Richard Groves^, 
and others^ were taken fome time before, and 
carried into Martinico, a French ifland, I 
thoughi of it more clofely. 

I left England in the .third month 1702^ 
about the time of the yearly-meeung, with 
mward fatisfaftion and peace of mincj, arid 
wrote a few lines to be fent to the meeting of 
ininiftets in Kendal, or elfewliere, in Weft- 
iBorekftd, iny native place ; iv^hich I here itr- 
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fcrt, being ihc fifft fruits of that kind to mjjr 
brethren. 

To the Meeting of Ministers 4!t KendaIi 
in We*tmokelanp. Thefe^ 

My dearly beloved Brethren and SiJlerSf, 

*' In that love which in time paft we haire 
enjoyed together, do I hearuly falute yoa, 
having in mind fonne few things to impart, as 
coanfel and caution to us all, including mj^ 
icif therein. 

*' We who apprehend ourfelves called intOL^ 
this public ftation of preaching, ought clofd^ 
to wait on our guide, to put us forth in tbip 
work. And dear friends, I fee great need' 
for us to carefully mind our openings, and 
go on as we are led by the fpirit ; for if we 
over-run our guide and openings, we fliall be 
confufed, not knowing where, or how to 
conclude : but if we begin and go. on with 
the fpirit, we fhall conclude fo, that all who 
are truly fpiritual will fenfibly feel that we 
are right : then will our miniftry edify them 
that hear it. 

^ And dear friends, let us be fingly and in 
(incerity devoted to the will of God, whether 
to preach or be fiient ; for if we are not fen- 
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fible of foclr a refignation, it is doubtful that 
we may fct ourfelves at work, when we Ihould 
be quiet, and fo bring an uneaiinefs upon 
our friends, and a burthen upon ourfelves : 
and this conduft will Ihui up friends hearts 
againft our fervice and miniftry. And my 
dear friends, every time you appear in the 
tniniftry, when it is over, examine yourfelve$ 
narrowly, whether you have kept in your {Pla- 
ces,- and to your guide ; and confider, wheth* 
cryou have not ufed fuperfluous words, that 
ircnder the matter difagreeable, or fufch tonei 
or geftur^es as mifbecome the work we are a- 
I. bbtit, always rememberirl.^^ that the true min- 
;'ft(ttts preich not themfelves, but Chrift Jefiis 
mir Lord. Let us bear this in mind, that 
iieither arts, parts, ftrength of memory, riot 
farmer experiences will, without the fan6\f- 
•fication of the fpirrt, do any thing for us t6 
depend upon.. Let us therefore, I entreat 
you, keep to the living fountain, the fpririg 
of et&rnal life,"^ opened by our Lord Jefus 
Cbfift in our hearts. 

- ^* I\aIfo d^fire, that you Would not neg^ 
le6l your day's Wofk, in vifuing th6 danc 
corners of the counties about you : but be 
mindful of your fervice thereinj a&th^ Lorcl 
Aall make way for it. 
.. H 2 
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^< The things above wriuen have bee&s^DS . 
xny mind lo communicate to you, my dear 
friends, with deiires that the God and Father 
of ourXord Jefus Chrift may be with your 
ipirits, Anien. Hoping aJf'o, that I ihall ngl 
be forgotten by you, in your nearelt ap- 
proaches to the throne of grace, in your fufi- 
plications to the God of the fpirits of a^ 
flefh ; reniemberiog me that I may be pccv 
i'erved by fea, and in the wildernefs, throug]^ 
the many and various exercifes and baptifms, 
that I may be fuffered to undergo for the 
fervice'* fake; and, that I may be preferved 
in humility, and folf denial, under the povmr , 
of the crofs,' the moft beautiful ornaments <& 
miniller can ever be clothed with; that if ii 
pleafe him we fhould meet again', our joy 
may then be full in the Holy Ghoft, \bhich 
is the fervent prayer of your cxerciled friend 
and brother^ 

*' Samujel Bownas.'* 



This was written in the (econd m on tit 
1702, and left with my friend John Tomp- 
kins, not to fend it umil he heard X wa» 
gone off. 
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:3Am Account o/mf Travels in America^ the 

firjl Time. 
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^. As advifed by friends appointed*to affift 
mie, I xook my paffage on board the joiia^, 
-J^n Sowden i»a(ter, bound for Weft-River 
w Maryland, and we left England about the 
i£4th of the third month 1702, and landed 
ift^he river of Potuxant in Maryland, about 
i^ ^9ih of the fifth month following. 

• I vtGted fome meetings in that province ; 
but George Keith being there, and challeng- 
ing difputes wherever he came, gave both 
me and friends fome exercife : to me, by 
challenging a difpute without my previous 
tuiowledge^ in the following terms : 

ITiotfu Preacher lately arrived from England. 

"Sir, 

** I intend to give notice after fermon, that 
you and myfelf are to difpute to-monow, 
and would have you give notice thereof 
accordingly. 

Str^ I am your humble Servant^ 

Dtited the tft Sunday 
in Auguft, iro^, 

GZO. KilTB.f 
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He writ chU on oceafion. oF an bbn^ 
friend*s fpeaking fharply to him, and giving 
him the title of an apo(tate ; adding, fhe coiild 
not pretend to difpute with him, but a A^kn^^ 
that was to be at their meeting on fkril-d^" 
next (meaning rae) fbe did not doubt would 
talk with him. Well then, faid Keith, ^i?#^ 
Monday let him come^ and I will prove Aiiit 
and all the Quakers^ unfound in both faith aHi 
principle. With more of that kind. Tft^ 
honeft woman being warm, and zealous -fer 
the caufe, replied, He will not be a/raid of 
threy I anir fure^ 

a 

The raeffenger that brought the letter, de- 
livered it in halte,. as he was ordered^ to John 
Faulkner, a young man from Scotland, wha 
was then ftore- keeper in B. Bains and Go's, 
employ. We, w^re juft then a confiderabfe i 
number of us in company., going to a meeting 
at Chefter in the woods, fome diitance from 
any houfe, and John infifted for me to* write : 
an anfwer, addinij, Keith xvould call the com* \ 
try together, and make much noife aboui it\.-^ j 
if we were afraid^ &c. and it was befi>i9 \ 
nip his expeSation in the bud. And as 'wi 
knew nothing. of the conference Keiih ha4 
with the woman friend two days before* i 
wrote to the eiFecl following : - 
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** Geoug^ Kbith, 

f* I have received thine, and think myfelf 
noway obliged to take notice of one that hath 
l>een fo very mutable in his pretences to relig- 
ion ; befides, as thou haft long iince been dtl- 
owned, after due admonition given thee by our 
yearly-meeting in London, for thy quarrcUbnie 
Zfui irregular pradices, thou art not worthy of 
toy notice, being no nxpre to me than a hea- 
then man, and a publican ; is the needful from 

Samuel Bownas." 
Being dated the fame day. 

John Faulkner carried our anfwer, and we 
went to our meeting, being at Chefter in Ma- 
ryland, as aforefaid : by that time the iiieetmg 
was fuUy gathered, John Faulkner came back, 
and we had a comfortable meetiiig :. afterwards 
John Faulkner told U5, George Keith read 
my letter publickly amongft his company, 
appearing very angry at the contents of it ; 
and the company laughed y&ry heartily, 
many of them bi^ng much pteafed with it ; 
but J. Faulkner came out of the company, 
and a fubftantial planter followed him, ami 
told him, he had much rather go with him 
to our meeting, than to hear George Keith 
rail amd abufc the Quakers ; but he, being Ia 
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the cotnmiHion of th^ p^aoe, niuft' (as :Keitk 
was recommended by the biffaop of LorWcm) 
Ihew feme refpetl; withal ad<llng, that jofbit 
Faulkner (houKl brm% me to his houfe to dine | 
the next day ; which John Faulkner would' 
have excufed, urging, thiK as they had a value 
for rae, fundry friends would be for bringinif 
me on my way farther j adding, we (houkb 
incommode his houfe. He urged it the moFe^<^i 
feving, we Jhould all be welcome. Accord* ; 
kigly feveral went with me there, arwl he /wai*^ 
very kind, giving us 'an account of G^orge^ 
Keith's railing againft us the day befoFe^! 
and how difagreeable it was to the aOembly*. 
Keith left a broad flieet printed, wherein htt 
pretended to prove the Quakers no Ohriftians, 
out of their own books; I had an anlwef 
thereto in print, which friends were glad of^ 
and I left with them feveral to fpread where^; 
he left his. 

After we had dined^ we took our leave, 
and a friend, my guide, went with me to a 
people called Labadies, where we werecivily 
entertained in their way. When fupper can^ 
in, it was placed upon a long table in a largfti 
room, whece, when all things were readyj 
came in, at a call, about twenty men or up- 
wards, but no woman : 'we all fat down, thcj^- 
placing me awd my companion near thi' 



• .SAMUEt BOWNASi s$^ 

beaA of ifce table, and having paufed a fliork 
^aee, one pulled off his hat, b\M not the 
feft till a Ihort fpacc aftet, and then one after 
another they pulled aU their hats off, and hi 
that uncovered pofturefat hlent (uttering no 
¥?ord$ that we could hear) near half a quar- 
ter of an hour ; and as they did not uncover 
It once, fo neither did they cover themfelves 
iagain at once ;. but as they put on their hats 
I fellc to eating, not regarding thofe who were 
'Ml uncovered, fo that if might be about two 
iii»Hiii^5 time ur more between the firft or laft 
^l^ntting of their hats. I afterwards queried 
jwithiny companio i^oneerning \he reafbn of 
|lheir condutt, and he gave tbi« for anfwer, 
|ti|atthey- held it unlawftil to pray tiH they 
tfelt feme inward motion for the lame; anct 
that fecret prayer was more acceptable thait 
!lo utter WOixis ; and that it was mott proper 
[for every one to pray, as moved thereto by^ 
Ithe fpirit in thdr own minds, 

• Mikewife' queried, if they had no womeiv 
amongft them ?* He told me they bad, but 
the woman cat by themfelves, and the men* 
[by ihemfelves, having all things irr coinmon, 
refpefting their houfli old afiairs, fo that none* 
could claijga any more right than another id 
any part of theiV (lock, whi^^her iii trade oti 
huibasidry ; aud if any bad a mind to join 
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ivjth them, whether rich or poor they vA 
put what they had in the cuvnmoii iiock, aa<^ 
if they had a mind to leave the fociety^ thej^ 
muft likewife leave what they brought, 
go out empty handed. 

They frequently expounded the fcriptan 
among themfelves, and being a very lai 
family, in all upwards of a hundred m^i 
womea and children, carried on fomethi 
of the manufadory of linen, and had a ve^r 
large plantation of com, tobacco, flax, ai 
hemp, together wi(h cattle of feveral kindj 
But at my laft going there, thefe peopl^^ 
were all Scattered and gone, and nothing 
them remaining of a religious community, 
in that ihape^ 

I left this place and travelled throuj^ t 
country tp Philadelphia, and was there ki 
zea M'itb a fever and ague, which held Wtt 
about thirteen weeks, and I ftaid there uil^ 
the yearlyrmeeiing came on^ which wa^ very^ 
large, but my diibrder of the ague woutii 
not admit my being at one meeting i Ceorg4^ 
Keith with his companit^ns c^me, bxu ^bft 
didurbance they gave was a confiderable ad«: 
vantage to friends, and tlie meeting ended li». 
greai fatL^ia^oo* .^- ,^ 
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' Being recovered and pretty ftrong, I left' 
P*»rfnfy^vania, and travelled through the Jer- 
fel^jTeaft arid weft, and having given ejqpeS- 
afidft lo a friend, one James Miller in Scot- 
land, who Fiad a lifter married to one of the 
Barclay's family, that if I came liear where 
:fte" dwelt, I would vifit her at his requeft, 
iStte was a. very zealous hone ft friend, but her 
Ibtfftamd joined with Keith, ami left his friends;^ 
rod >dh enquiring about her, where Ihe dwelt, 
[I Was told, it would be very liitle oijrof my 
^y; Then a young man offered to be my 
|»ide ; to pay her a viiit • amd when v/e came 
lathe houfe, there were fundry prielh, with 
iwJicrs, met to fprinkle an infant, the faid Bar- 
tiay's grandchild : the ceremony was over bt- 
rc we got I here, we coming from' Shrewfbu- 
yearly-meetifig, where Keith alfo had been, 
t gave us no dSfturbance, nor did he cdnie 
^ oqr meeting at all, but hdd a meeting a 
fatatl diftance from Ub for two days, and then ' 
Wtnt off. Our meeting held three days, and 
Wa«tho«ght to be larger by much, in exped- 
aibn that George Keith would be there. It 
mded well, and it was faid, fume were con^ 

Mted at iW meeiing, 

. • . . . . . • 

But tO' return to my friend Barclay iifte 
«i$ io ao apartaaent by hcrfeli^ and gave me 

X 
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a (hort account of what they were or ted 
^oing ; Ikvin;^, they hav^ fpnnkkd iht 
my grand-child^ and the ceremony is QV^r^ 
they have not yet bt,en to dinner ; to whi^h 
«aded, my hiijband will be tarnejljor thy i 
fany : i/ thou haJL/reedem to go^ IJhall U 
thee at liberty^ but if thou rejuffjl to gp^ th^ 
will be ready to report^ that thou durji notjaa, 
them ; adding, / would be pleafed with ymP 
company (meaning^ me and my compaqiopj -41 
dine with me^ but it will. be bejl^ I thinky J^ 
^m to dine with them^ and I hope^ faid fhe^th 
Lord will give you. wifdom fo to conduB yo^fr 
Jfhes^' thot they mdy have no jujl caufe to r6n 
proach the principle on your account. She baA 
no iooDer ended, than (as fhe had fuggefted} 
her hufband came, and after fome compli** 
ments, and enquiry about his brother- ii>-laiii^ 
James Miller, and relations at Ury, wc weifr; 
called to dinner, and by no mean^ would te^ 
cxcufe me ; wc . went in, and the mifirefs e£ 
the feaft, the mother of the babe then fpfianj 
kled, would have me fit a^ her right Band, mi 
fit George Keith at her left. We fat all dpiiii, 
and after a fliort paufe, George Keith ftoodj 
tipr, with all ^he reft of his company f^j^if/k 
tne and my companion, we kept our placc«| 
and hai*p»i, while lie repeated a long prayier 
for the church and ttate, bifhops, and atl'ite. 
inlgrior clergy, tb^ queen, and dutchefs dpw-' 
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tg^ 6f Hanrtver, <fec. The grace beirrg 
'iSrKfc'd, the mittrefs carved, and would (erve 
Vtie firft : I Would have nefufed, and put it 10 
®^orge Keith, but he refuled it Iikewifc ; 
iH^hen ihe had done helping us and hrrlelff 
%t began to catechrfe me in the foUowiirjj 
Himiner : 

'''■ After enquiring about her relations at I)ry^ 
fSn Scotland, and her uncle Miller, ftie therfc 
'^^fired to know my bufinefs in, Scotland, 
^^teridin* to fuppofe me a merchant thatt 
I ;<telBih in linen to fell in England; but I faW 
rher de{ign was to lead me to fome unwary 
'tofwer, for Keith and the reft to find matter 
I 6f objection to. This put me upon my guard, 
! to make reply cautioufLy ; I freely owned I 
^iad no concern ill. buying or Tellmg of any 
liort o£ goods. Pray inen^ str^ whnt ^a^^m yo%^ 
I tall there? I replied, that I thought it my 
.'tplftce •fotmetirfles to advife my friends and 
others, to endeavor fo to live, that death, 
I when it comes, might not be a terror to them ; 
I tnd doubt not but thou wilt count this a good 
work, and needful to be done. "She readily 
aUowed, that it was very needful', and the 
more fo, for that the age was now very wicked. 
Then Jhe proceeded to query the rcafon of 
»y coming into thofe parts, pretending to 
feqipofe it was on account of trade, a^ bein^ 

155918 
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a fiipcTcargo, with fundry triBing^ and impefl^ 
incDt queltions, as when I was in- fucti att4 i 
fuch places ? To aH which I gave h«r ^n(w&t9 ! 
to the fame efFod as before, that my defign^ 
bulinel's was the fame in this country as in 
Scotland. Then (he proceeded to more trifling 
^ueftions, as when I landed P and where ? afwl 
which way I was going ? All the company at 
the table gave car to our dialogue, which aps^ 
peared to me very weak in fuch a leame4 
company as they thought them(elves to bct 
and none fo much as put in a wprdbetwees 
us. -Dinner being ended, I defired to. be 
cxcufed, for that time called roe away, and 
my friends would wait for mci at the ferry» 
which we had to pafs that evening. Thus 
Kcitb and I met and parted* 

Then taking leave, I went to fee my W9r* 
thy friend in her own apartment, with whom 
we had 4 fhort, but very agree.able oppor- 
tunity : we took our leave and went to 
Woodbridge, where the next day we had a 
meeting, George Keith preached at Amboy 
the fame day, which places are not far apart; 
we often interfered one with the other, but 
he no more gave any challenge to difptitef. 
but took another method to put a (lop to piy 
travelling, as will appear afterwards. Wc 
came to Long I (land, and a meeting was ap^ 



V— SAWl/££i fiOWNAS. 101 

♦erffited to preach within our hearing, and 
wween two appointments, there was a very 
%rge gathering ; and I being young and Itrong, 
tey voice was plainly heard by the people 
%!io were with Keith, fo that they al! left 
ibii ' meetrng and came to ours, (for we hai 
i'Oondf enough for both mectingK, it being a 
^ery large barn) except he that exercifed as 
tierk, and One WiUianl Bradford, who had 
%een a printer for friends at Philadelpliia, but 
^ferting the fociety, friends took the bufi- 
i^efyfrofm him. But fome time after, Keith 
tod the faid Bradford agreed^ that Bradford 
fl^ould come and try if no advantage might 
ht takfen of my doclrine ; accordingly he 
tame, ^rrd palled out of his pocket a froall 
book, v^ith'pen and ink, and Redfaftly ftared 
i in my face, to put me out of countenance if 
He' could • but I wa» above being daunted 
it that time, though at other times very 
incident to it. He opened his iaid book^ 
4nd writ about tfwo lines in it, ih^t> fhut 
ft again, continuing his ftarrng, to try {^s 
forhi thought) whether he could not daunt 
we ; but it was paft his fliill, for I felt both 
inward and outvs^ard ftrengih, and divine 
power to fill my heart, and my face w^ 
like brafs to all oppofition ; he opened his 
lK)okj writ about#two lines more, and a liule 
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after about two more, in ihe/wholcaWuttfec" 
lines in a fmall otlavo leaf; and after I had 
done he flood up and faid, Will you Jiand by 
thefe doBrines in public that have, been tma 
preached ? (meaning by pi^blic diCp.ute) A 
worthy friend, John Rodman by name^ defi- 
red him to be quiet, and after meeting was 
ended he Ihould be anfwcred. Accordingly 
the meeting concluded, and he waited for 
his anCwer. To which friend Rodman &td, 
William^ thou inowejl what our friend halh 
leen concerned to fpcak about this iay^ arc 
fuch points as have been by the prefs argud. 
ever and over ; and as the controverfy hai 
been fome years in the prefs^ it is thcrejort 
necdlefs at this time oj day to reduce it to a 
verbal difpute. But he wanted to hear what 
I wouM lay to the matter; and I told him, 
hisqueftions being more for contention than 
edification, I therefore did hot think tnyfelf 
obliged to anfwer them ; more .efpecially, 
fince for his contentiions and difarderly walk- 
ing, he h.ad been dealt with ancl adviied in a 
brotherly and Chriftian fpirit to repent, but 
bis perhfting in the fan|e, had obliged his 
friends to difown him, and for this reafon, 
1 faid, I have no more to fay to thee on that 
head. He turned from me, and in a very 
angry manner faid, I fhould hear of it am* 
iher way. But 1 called him back, havkg 
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^foiBclhing to fay on another fubjea : which 

was.to deliver fome tokens ol' gold fent his 

y^k, by her fitter from London : this foftened 

iwni (bmewhat, (he finding the pieces to agree 

'Wuh the letter, which I requefted roight be 

opened before my friends there) and brought 

*J»ai to confefs, that he believed I was a very 

-Jonca man, and he was forry I Qiould'be un- 

•der fuch a delufion, as to be in communion 

f with that erroneous people. But at his return 

to Keith, they laid their heads together, and 

trumped up the following depofiiioni from 

^hat he had writ as afonefaid, viz* 

"I William Bradford, of the City of 

New^York, aged about forty years, depofe 

' ttpon the holy evangelifts. the 21ft of No- 

• yember, 1702, going into the Quakers meet- 

. i"gat Nathaniel Pearfal's, deceale<l, in Hemp-^' 

• ftead, I heard one Bown, that is lately eome 
' out of England, preachy and the firft . words 

I heard him fay, vf etc ihe Sign 0/ the Crofs ; 

• s^tid thus ; friends^ having gone through the 
Papift bapdfm, let us examme the church of 
England. Well, what do . they do ? Why 

' the Bilhop lays his hands upon thofe that 
We learned the languages, and ordains them 
to he minifters* Well, and what do they dp ? 
Why they baptize the children, the young 

, 'Children, and fprinkle a little water in their 



I04 The LIFE AMD TRA.V£ES of 

faces, and by ihis they make ibe chiW t Chftf^^ 
tian, as ihey fay, and for fo doing the chiP/ 
drcns parents muft give the pricft 4d. or v 
groat ; indeed this is an eafy way of making: 
Chriaians for a groat f And bow do they d«t 
Ibis ? Their own catechifm tells us the prieftt 
lays to the child, what is thy name? T4wP 
child anfwers Thomas, j antes, Mary, <&cij* 
Well ! and who gave thee this n%ioe ? Th<r 
child anfwers, my god- fathers and god-mcu^J 
ihers in my baptifm, wherein I was made*«a 
member of Chrift. This is braVe ta heiP 
member of Chrift ( Who would not havtS 
a little water fprinkled in their faces ? And | 
what did your god-fathers- and gjod-mothers | 
then for you? Anfwer. They did promrf^' 
and vow three things in my name 5 ift. That- 
I fhould renounce the devil and all hk-W0£b<if» 
the pomps ar^d vanities of this wicfced worl*^' 
and alHhe CmM lufts of the fteih. Ay ! di*» 
ihey fo ! this is^ brave. Well ! what ^ii^ 
they promrfe i»ore ? adly. That I fl>ouli* 
keep Gods holy will awd comnfiandmetii^jj 
«nd walk in the fame aH the days of raf 
life. And yet in contradiftion to this, they 
plead for fin term of life, and fay they carr-^ 
not keep God's commaifdments in tbis fife* 
Why ! this is ftrangc, that the god-fathers 
and god mothers Ihauld promife what thcf) 
believe they cannot perfonxt And does tte 



^ SAMUEL BOWNTAS. 105^ 

g(xi*lalfiers and 'god.m(Hheris thus promife ? 
Ye.s they do. But this is ttrange, that their 
God Ihoutd need a god-father and kyod-mo- 
ther. But friends, our God is the true and 
living God; in the firft of John it is faid, 
in the beginning was the word, and the word' 
iHfas G^d. But this God had no need of a' 
foifather or godmother. WelJ, and what 
do the Ptt-fbytcrians do ? Why they baptize 
their infants alfo; but as I take it, they da 
fiot make ufe of god- fathers or god-mothers^ 
nor the crofs. They have thrown away that 
piece of popery. 

Next, as to the Lord's fupper, T fliall fpeak 
very brief- Chrift fays, thai which goes in at 
the mouth defiles not. So I {hall make this 
lUU^lication ; The bread and wine which they 
receive, and call the Lord*s fapper, goes io at 
the mouth, and into the draught, and profits 
not. They call it a fign ; yea, and an empty 
fign it is. But by thefe ways and forms .the 
hirelings deceive the people. But we have 
bad fufficieat proof of thefe hirelings in our 
day ; for they will turn with every wind, and 
every turn that will anfwer their priefts ends, 
as we have feen fulfilled largely in our dayj' 

William Bradford. 
Coram nahis f^*'^* »> ^u rruws, 1 , j^^ 
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A true Copy by Thomas Cardall^ Higii Shtriffl 

Having patched up the above depafition in 
iheir own way and manner, and form of ex- 
preiiiou, Keith informs, and Bradford was his 
evidence J and being at a lofs for want of an- 
other evidence to confirm Bradford's (without 
winch they could not proceed) they met with 
a young man who was there, and Keith gfti 
ibiiie words out of him, that he taid he heard 
fpoke ; then they threatned, if he had not 
come in for evidence to what he had heard, 
what they would. do to him; therefore- he: 
was prevailed on, through fear, to give hii 
evidence on oath, in the words George Keith 
had got from him by gtule, before ihe feid 
two jultices, which he did as followetbj akbo* 
10 no purpofe. 

" Richard Smith, aged abo\it 28 years, 
depofeih upon the four evangelilts ; that on 
funday laft, be, this deponent, was at- a Qtia- 
ker's meeting in Herapftead, where he hearf 
a man. preach, whofc name he fince under* 
(lands, is Samuel Bowne : in his preachin^gi 
he, this deponant, remembers to have heard 
hixn fpeak thefc words, or words to Ae lihe 
efFeft, viz. Tlwt the church of England in 
baptifm made ufe of god- fathers and gqd^ 
mothers; but our God i% the ever living 
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God, and has ho n^d of a god-fdiher ot 
a god-mother : and further this deponervt 
laith not." 

Richard Smith. 

Joseph Smith, 1 t a- 
Edward Burrows^/ J^^^^^^^* 



i 

Jurat 24th Die 9bris 
( 170-^, coratn nobis. 
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. Having th«» laid a fodndaiion for a profe* 
eution^ ar warrant was iffued out. A copy of 
which is as under ; 



^Queen's \]o^^^^ Smrn.Efq ;Et^v;. 
^ouniy^j ^j ^^^ p^^^^ ^^^ Queen's 

County, to the High-Sheriff 
ef the Countj^^ Greeting. 

^ ^ You are hereby, irt her majefty's name, 
ftriftly charged and commanded, immediately 
oithe receipt hereof, to attack the body of 
Samuel Bowrie, a Q^jaker, if he can be found 
inyour bailiwick, and to bring his body before 
tis,:to anfwcr for fuch matters of mifdetnean- 
or,a«^]hdU on her majefty's behalf be objefled 
againiibim^ And Hi^reof fail not at your periL 
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Dated under our hsinds and Teals this &4^ 
November, 1702/' • ^^ 

FifmCoj&zeiZx.y^. Joseph Smith, 1 TriftYCM^ 
Tho.Cardall^t/iC. £d. Burrows, J '' ^ '"^ 

Thus all things were ready to be pffllS* 
execution and fundry fubftantial people, 'lidtl 
friendwS, would have had me goiie 0IF, ♦iM 
that I could not do ; thepefore on the 2^tfl 
of the fame month, as I was at Flu(hing4 
Long I (land, it being the half yearly-nieertn^J 
-which was very large, Keith being expeflt^* 
there : when the meeting was fully fet, ihc, 
high-fhenff came with a very large company"*'^ 
with him, who were all armed ; fome wiW 
guns, others pitchforks, others fwords, clubs,^ 
halberts, &c. as if they fliould meet wtth^ 
great oppofuion, in taking a poor filly harni^^ 
lefs fheep out of the flock. The fheriff'' 
Hepping up into the gallery, took me by the' 
hand, and told me, I was his prifoner,'-' ffy;* 
what authority ? faid I ; he pulled out hljr^ 
warrant, and fliewed it me : I told him that; 
warrant was to take up Samuel Bowne^atfi* 
my name was not Samuel Bowne, but that] 
friends name is fo, pointing at the friend'Irtr: 
me : we know him, faid he, this ia not t^6^ 
man, bat you are the man : pray then, Wlnitt^ 
IS your name ? that is a qucftion that requires 
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t^dertcion^ whether proper to anfwcr or 
not, for no man is bound to anfwer to his own 
l^gadice ; the law forces none to accufe him- 
lelfc Thus ^vfe pro*d and con*d a little time, 
mii I got up from my feat, and John Rod- 
PMHi, Samuel Bowne,and fundry other ftiends, 
llnd walked out of the meeting, it not being 
|ioper to difcourfc there at that time ; an4 
iiey^ on converling with the fheriff, who in 
|ui . nature was a Very moderate man, having 
|JK)wn friends in England, eafily prevailed on 
lim to ftay the meeting, with all his retinue, 
tod afterwards they would confider what was 
oeft to be done. They willingly laid down 
^eir arms on the outiide of the door, and 
jcamc in, which encreafed the throng very 
suach : the meeting was filent a confiderable 
liae, . and the (herifF's company queried of 
tach other privately, fo as I heard it, why I 
M, not preach : others concluding I fhould 
i]^each no more, being now a prifoner ; that 
is enough to filence him, faid they : but finding^ 
the word like a fire, I could no longer con^ 
taij, but ffanding up, I had a very agrcealile 
fervice, both to myfelf and friends, with the 
itft of the company ; the flic*riff himfelf, and 
bj^ company alfo, fpoke well of it : it was the' 
fcft day of the meeting, and the feventh of 
% week. After meeting wa* ended, fundrj^ 



^S9 The LIFE. A»P TBJiyftlS of 

friends vent 4o Samuel Bown's^ fm c 
l^ith the flieriff, and he being very modkr 
(iund ill a very good humot, fpoke very. 
fnd courteoufly) blaming Keith and Bradlqj 
^d gave liberty that I ihguld; ftay wiiK ,i^ 
friends until fifth-day foUa\ving^ ihet;e b^ 
two days of the meeting yet to cdme, an4# 
i^neral of a noted friend to be the day aui 
if: ended: the meeting encreafed^ and the 
vas both largeft and moil op^n : it wa& fi%! 
pofed there might be near iz^ooo pteople ^ 
|aft day, but Keith did not come there. * ;] 

N^w^ the time for my appearing before i&i 
^nftjces being come, fundry fubflantiaj: fvieiia 
^e^i yiith me, and a great crowd o£ other peof. 
fk came to hear ; but for want of the convts. 
fliencyof a la^ge ball, which they might havb 
]|ad, but by the coklnefs pf the feafon; as Wa^ 
yfctended, the juftice^ would; not go there, fb 
fiiey were deprived of the opporiu&ity^ fev 
W£bot'<;tf roop^o to fa^ar my esuminatiom 

Th^re were four juftkreft, viss. Joiiepb.Smi^ 
Jldwaxd Burrows, loho Smith and JonalKak 
Whitebeiad, This lafik was a very jmoderatft 
map, and endeavored much to haire fet me ail 
litbef tjf ; but; they h^d a prieft with them, wha 
eiHl^ayored to put the worft conftruftiOn o^ 
finery thing th^t I faSi. Befides^ they^ ha4 





a flfjan uj) behmd iti a cltrfet, to take in 
oh hand the examination, that ihey might 
njfe the fame to their own advantage: j^ul 
fe'ttian was fo very drunk, that he loft hi« 
>a|)ers going hottie, and a frtend providtntial* 
)^ found theiti, to their great difappoimmfent 
tnd Ihame : grrat enquiry was. made about 
feem anaong the people iti vain. Having 
obne what they thought fit in examiniog me^ 
y tuVned me and, my friends out of the 
to conluU what was to be further 
and after a little time, we were all 
lied in^ I to receive my dpond, said my 
iends to hear it : and the clerk« as mouth to 
je court, faid, Thefe, honorable jujlitts havj^ 
%^fttAy thai you mujt tnter into a 2000/, bail^ 
i[<>urf€^ in 1060/. and two of your friends 
lin\'^odl, tach^ or ^elf^ be committed to th^ 
*tmmon j^H'. I anfwcred, I could enter int0 
ftQ bond on tha^ account. Here one of the 
jnttices queried, if the futn was too large ? t 
anfwered, that was nbthing to the matter, if 
M ftnaVI a fum as three half-pence would do> 
^l^oiiM not do it, it being a matter of fuch 
fi nature that I could by no means comply 
mh. Then. the laft juftice offered to be 
ISouhd for me, in what fum ihey reqaited; 
But not only. 1, but all my friends, <itdi op- 
pofeitwith all our might; giving. them ^aA 
well AS hixD) the reafoti for it. 
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' I went with my kind friend the young^ jttiii 
ice to his houfe, and found very good and kimir 
entertainment, his wife being a very religiofiSy 
tender-hearted friend, and took great care of 
xne. Next morning we met again^ the miiiimm 
ivas brought in, executed, and was as under : 

Q, "^ Joseph Smith, Efy; Edw. 
r r V > Burrows, Efq; JufiUes 
County/. J ^j. ^^^ p;^Jj,^ ^,/««'« 

County, (3e. to tht Migk- 
Sheriff of Queen's Cotmqr, 
. . Greeting. - 

** We fend you hcrewkhal the body -'trf 
Samud Bownas,,a Quaker, brought before 
us this day, and charged with fpeaking £can- 
dalous lies of, and reflexions againft, the 
church of England, as by law dftablifhed, 
and other mifdemeanors by him done and 
fpoken at a public aflembly in Hempfteadto 
this county, on the 21ft day of this infhuit 
gber. And therefore thcfe are in behaJf bf 
her majedy to command you, thatjmmedi« 
ately you receive the faid Samuel Bovr&ds, 
and him fafely keep in the common goal of 
this county, until that he ihalLbe thaice de- 
livered, by the due courfe of her majeiiy'j 
laws. Dated under our. hands^ and featsat 
Jemeca this 30ih af gber, in the fecond year 
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*ftrf jtfce- reign 6f our fovercign lady Queen 
fcwliiifte, of 'England, &c. Annoq. Dom. 

^<> '>' : Joseph Smith, 

^'^Aiirue^Copy^hy Edward fiiTRakOWs, 
n.'K'bp. Cardall. John Sn^ith, 

ToNATHAN Whitehead. 

•V;rv- ... 

t^^i^Kow I was delivered up a prifoner, and 

«*«iy. friends left tne^ having firft got me a 

'te^ whol«fome room, and a very good bed, 

e'^og eare that I fhoruld want nothing ne- 

ceffary for life. This continued for three 

ropnihs; at the end of which a fpecial com- 

^mSRori of- Oyei* and -Terminer, and general 

^goal delivery was given to John Bridges, efq. 

•tdifef Juftice of the province- .Robert Miller, 

s*fq,fc€ond; Thomas Willet; John Jackfon, 

i:Wd 'Edward Burrpws ; and on the 26th day 

i>«f ihe twelfth month. Bridges and Miil^ir 

"^ckme, attended with much compapy, in great 

']^dmp, wjth trumpets and other nxnfick bc- 

*^orfe them^j^ to ho)4 thefaid court; and ?b6ut 

-^^ihe fourth hour in the afternoon, they in the 

fivxiis 6rdep went to court, which was held m 

^niKc \a}\, read their con^miflfion, and called 

<ii^tf the jury, to whom they gave an uncotii- 

' »»oo charge, adjourning till nronday the 28lfe^ 

-'^t ten o^dock in the morning, 

"^ ' K a 
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At the fame time the. court met and'fit^ 
clamation was made as follows ; . - . \ ik.!il 

Cryer. O yes ! Silence on pain of Umfi 
prilonmeiu. ^ 

Called over the grand jury, confifting of 
twenty -two men, and charged them, to Ts0e 
TO their chamber, and the; attorney gef^sDilb 
fl)ould (end them bufmefs, v bH 

The court adjouros. j '^-H 

Cryer. O yes ! All ma«f»er..of pei?fiaBfi 
tliat have any bu&nefs- at this couri c^.O)^ 
and Terminer, let them depart beoce, mi£ 
come to morrow morning at eight o'dbcbg 
and they fliall be heard. 

Accor<iihgty the grand jury vedre^ ma^ 
had $1 hUl of indifiment fibfu them «gai?ift ix^ 
but I could never getaxopy of it firil ifeov) 
Jafi, I had prepared fimcky reafohs to jfeli 
Biadford's evidences afide, which ^ixc ifftmai 
emitted, they being pretty krgCy but jtk^ 
grand jury had the fame before tbco^ siaA 
they were of conliderable weight wkh 
The 29th the court met. ;. 
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O yes t AH manner oF petfons 
Ihai have any bufinefs at this court of Oyer 
and Terminer, let them draw near and they 
Ihfltt faeheard. 

The clerk ordered to call over the juiy. 



- * } 



'lilichard Cornell, ibreiran,.£phraim Goul- 
&q;^ John C layer, Ifaac Ricks, Robert 
Hubbs, Ridganell Mott, Theodoras Yao- 
derwick, Samuel Denton, jwn. Jofeph Mott, 
.Richard Valentine, Naclianiel Cole^ jutt. Jo- 
^ph Dickenfon, Ifaac Doughty, Samuel 
fiauhqr, John Smith, John Serin, Joba Oak- 
.cje^ JSamuel Hallet, Richard AUbp, John 
BiMty James Clement, and> Wilhaia Bloods 
goocL 

Then it was demanded, what btrfinefs the 
|b«f had to lay hefove ihe court? ^nd they 
pmented two bills, one ag^inft a woioan fiMf 
fiune wtidemeanor, ^nd the bill againft me^ 
bckb indorfed ignoramus. Uporr which the 
jirige .^was very angry ; the other Jufticea^^ 
aitthei bench being moftly Prefbyteriatts, faid 
lUkt or nothing to the matter, but he ad^ 
imSBf^g bimfelf to the jury, faid thus, Gen^ 
tlemen, furely y^ have forget y(n(r oaths^ and 
for Jo doing I could give you fome hardnanHS, 
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. hit at prifenijkail fopkar : is Ms ymfr.^r- 
m iomching the Qmker ? lor ihey matlewl 
not the other ihiU, \i they could h»^e tfadr 
ends on me. m»v»w 






.«-i;^3 



The fareman fadd, It is Sir. .&^ 

' in? I 

Judge. I demand your Keafin^s^ /tcAy^.fm \ 
have not found the bill againjh him .^ meaning 

me. '^ 

\ 

Qne, .wboTe name was Jam^ decntiH, a | 
Jbold mao, well fkilted in the law, «ifwtfnid| I 
Aiie are fworp to kee{> the queen V fecrets^t ear ; 
.fellow&9 and our own; and fop thari ceaAa' 
we deckure no vea£o()5. 

Judge. Now Mr. Wijtman fpeaks^.irubl 
ieliyou^you are noifo fmorn^ and I ciuldfind 
in my k€art.to Ic^ you by the heels^ and ^ Jinc 
upon your brethren\ 

• , . -. . •■  • 'i 

dement veplied ; h« might if he plea Ted, 
.Ibut when ii wa& done, k ihoutd be e>4Jofe€i 
wilUa^raueh expedition as the cafe ^itfMid 
admit in Weftminfter-hall ; for, adds he, ju- 
ries, neither gvand or petty are to be menaced 
.with threats of ftocks or fines, b^t they ar^io 
<a£l freely^ according to the beft of their ji;K%: 
ments on the evidence before tbcrn* 
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• - fioyi the jxi^^^ finding hekad not childrew 
QlD^deal with, altered his manner of addrefs^ 
Md began to flatter, and requeiled that they 
WQukl take b^ck both bilb, and refume their 
coniiderations upon them. On this the^ jury 
was in judgment divided, but at laft they all 
confented, and then the court adjourned till 
miie a'ciocL die aext day» 

Met according to adjournment* 

1 VI 

s rCjfiGf. O ye&( AU> manner of perrons 
itinc have any bufinefi at the court of Oyer 
raod Terminer, kt them draw near, and they 
lihaill be heard. 



^ 



Cryer. Call over the jury ; which being 

1 



*"" '^' 



. jac!|^« Jtoremanf how find you the hilh ? 
Foreman^ As we did ycfterday. 

I 

. :On which Bridges, in great wrath, charg^ 
!dM$m wkh obftru£ling thecourfe of juftice. 

•- 

Why? fays Clement IbccaUife we cannot 
be of the fame mind as the cKMirt is. We 
,9iK>uld have you to know, that we deiire no 
other but that JAiftice may take pUce;^ ■'■ ; 
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' The pidf^e sicrw th watndl ro laf ©Jemeftt Tly 
|be heels a^alu. But Oeinent, Y)e tvay dkun^ 
ed, told hia) he might if he plevfed; but if M^ 
did, he Ihauki bear ot k in another place* '-^ 

The clerk was now ordefed to tall ovcf 
the jury by iNime ftngly^ to <bew Iheir redfons^ , 
why they could oi^ could not find ifee billi? ] 
S!*ndry ot them refufcd to fay any more thaitj \ 
That is Mr verdiH, Othea's igaift, fiiid, 'JSfda^ : 
tmreafonabltj and a^ainjl Ukjj it is, that tki^ 
$mrt Jhcuid tndtavor h pttiurt \he *Jary^^ If 
rtvealmgiktirjiti^rets inth-ejifceoftht cvttr^tfjiii^ 
However, it ftjppeared^fter tht examination t^f 
the jury, that fevca were for -finding the iMflJ"' 
and fifteen. ftood firm againft them for tlnf 
verdi^, «s fignfcd by the fbrettiAn. WhieB^ 
angered the judge to that degree, that he- gaVtt 
ft rift orders to keep me more clofe than befoire; 
threatening.' 4^ fttJlketaiinM it here'mtjkt nt^' 
I will fend him to London^ chained ta theMdfi 
of zaar^ijlui^ Ukevther'vHt-criininiih^mifk 
his crime$ and mif demeanors along with hifn^ 
tyhdch are of tfit^gheftnaiurej oMtin/ofl ia^k-: 
gerous, cmftqntnt^^ as tending to fubveri i^ntl^ 
church and fiotg* When an accpuht of this' 
^as broagbt;*-flie^ I ^a& uader a :^eiat cldu^;^ 
tod the power of i4atktteft fo very ^roA^ 
upon lite, that I defired death Ttathet than' 
life, feeing that if 1 was fo fervid, llhoirfil 
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\fm M^ obfeft of derifion tt> alt on board; 
^ffid greatly doubting that I (hould not be 
f^cA^ ta dear the fufftiring which I muft mt" 
dergo ifi .fecka ca4e, wi(h iha{ diecency and 
hcMiOT that was sequifite in fe good a cau re« 

. .Th€» friiKids teft me alone^ and I having loil 
aB my .faitb^ ivhi^h wa«^ Ailt worfe than bdn^ 
a^one, I tbdught myfelF the moil wretched 
^naofig men, and fcarcdy able to live urider 
il^.. At whicb^ tmie^ an boneft oM man (hisi 
j^atme was Thomas Hicks, who had been chief 
judice in the province ibme years, and well 
i^rfed: in the law) oatne to vF&t me, and on 
my. ilanding up to ihew mj ^efpeSs to him^^ 
be .took lB«< in his arms, faluting me wittt' 
tpar^ ; diusex^jreffing himfdf: '* Dear Sam- 
uel^ the Lor4- haih made iife ef you^ as^ anr 
i^ftrunient, to pK a (top to our arbkrary 
9Qurts <rf jiiftice, which have met with great 
tpcoiuragemem fince his lordfhip came here 
^r governor; ( meaning the lord Gombury,'^ 
vilu>oppreffed the people ibrely.)- But theie 
il^ n^vtt fo' fuccefsiul a ftand been made 
inft it aa at iht* time: and' now, they' 
rcAten'to fend you to England chained to 
man of war'fr deck ; fear not, Samuel^ 
dd^ be, they can no more fend you there 
n ibey can fend me ; for the law both here 
fiija JbUigjiaod ie fi4eh| thai every crtimnal 
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muft be tri^d where the caiife of aftion U^ 
eire, why in England do they remove ctkm^ 
nah from one county to anotbor to taka tbeir 
trials where the oiFence was committed f-^^ 
But you may^ after the judgmoit of the 
court is given againft you, brif^g yOHr apped 
againft that judgmeat; and yc^u fecurtog ibe 
payment of fuch fees as are commoniy i^ 
lowed in the hke cafe, they dare not d^if 
your appeaU But the judge frets becaku£s 
he cannot have his end. agaiofl: you : and 
befides the governor is difgufted alfo^ he c»- 
pe£\ing to have made coniiderabVe advantage 
by it: but the country's eyes are now openedi 
and you ate not now alone, but it is^the cafe 1 
of every fubjeS; and they will nevfcr be able | 
now to get a jury to anfwer ihfir end, the 1 
eyes of the country have becrf To clearly 
opened by your cafe. Had, fays he^ tfais 
Prefbyterians ttood as you have done, they 
had not fo tamely left their n^eeting-houlea 
to the church : but that people had never fo 
good a hand at fuflering in the cafe of coin* 
fcience, as they have had in' perfecutiog 
pthers that differed from them/* Here he ! 
blamed that people very much, for bemg fo 
compliable to all the claims of the^govemoi:! 
although ever fo unreafonable and againft law* 
And this honeft man as if be hi«i been fe«l 
by divine commiirion, hy his difcourfe i:^^ 
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M drooping fpirits, renewed my faith, and 
lum^s quite another man : and as he laid, 
fe^i.prov^d^ They could not' get the next 
jiuy :to fi{\d the bill againU me. 

«-• ... 

L:Bui to return, I could never get a copy 

rf'tbe wittimui or indiftment againit me, but 

ttie judge gave the flierifF orders to keep me 

v^rt clofe. And I was accordingly put upr 

in44.£aiall.roorni made ,of logs, which had 

keen protefted, ag^inlt as aii unlawful prifori 

twe years before ; but that made no dili'er- 

esce:. I wasJocked up there, and my friendiJ 

^tewed coming to roe. I was now advifed 

to. demand, my liberty, as ^ right due by 

ttisr, and I did f o : but it was denied me, 

i^khout fliewins; any odic:r reafon, than that 

lioittight. thank the grand jury for my then 

Winfi^nent. It was likewife thought proper 

10 lay the cafe before the governor by peti- 

tori4. ai\d demand my liberty of him a!fo; 

^viiich petithon is omitted. for brevity's fake, 

Jiat aU was in vain^. for they were rcfolved 

ysA to be fo baffled by the country, they faid, 

initthey would bring me to jullice. And 

ileith printed fome flicets, pretending to 

open the eyes of the people, faying,: that I 

W reproached the church, the ordinances 

aad government ; aggravating the cafe to the 

.. - ^. ..L. , - • •/ 
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Bigheft. Bat what he printed with a deiiga 
to make my cafe appear the worfe, had quite 
the contrary efFe6t upon the people, it being 
looked upon as no other than envy and re* 
venge againft the Quakers in general, and me 
in particular. 

However, the court was adjournied for fix 
weeks ; and finding myfelf more clofely con* J 
fined than before, and not knowing when or 
how it would end, I began to be very thought- 
ful what method to take, not to be chargeable 
to my friends : and as I was full of thought 
on my pillow about the matter, it came into 
my mind to try if I could learn to make 
Ihoes ; and applying myfelf to a Scotch church 
man in the neighborhood, one Charles Will- 
iams, a good natured man, I made a propofal 
to buy a pair of (hoes of him, cut out for me 
to make up, and to give him the fame price 
as if made, wiihal defiring him to let me have 
materials and tools to go on with the work, 
rcqueding that he would be fo kind as to fhcvr 
me how to begin and proceed in it ; I ac- 
quainted him with my reafon for fo doing. 
He replied. It is very honcft and honorable 
in you : but, added he, if one of* our miniiters 
were in the like Itaie, they would think it loO' 
mean for them to take up fuch a diminutive 
praflice, though it were for bread; and your 
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friends perhaps will not like it. However 'he 
readily fell in with rae, that if I could get my ' 
bread with my own hands, it was moJl agree- 
able with Paul's pra6lice ; and accordingly 
next fnoming he brought me leather cut out, 
nvith materials and tooU to work with, and 
vith his diredion I clofed one of the upper 
leathers before he left me, .and he put it on 
the lart for me, and by night 1 finifhed that 
flioe ; which when he came to fee, he admi^ 
red it was fo well done, (hew^ing me how to 
Hiend the faults in the next, which I finiflied 
the -nejct day : he then fuppofed I had done 
ibmething at the trade before, but was mifta- 
ken : and when I would have paid him, he 
refafed it, and told me he would not take any 
money of me ; fo I propofed, that if he would 
give the leather, I would give my work ; and 
fo by confent we gave the flioes to a poor 
honeft aian that did go on errands for us both. 
I had then more work of him, and he was fo 
pleafed with it, that he would allow me half 
pay for making it up, and was fo forward to 
advance my wages in a few weeks, that unlcfs 
I would take full pay, he cheerfully told mc, 
I muft look out for another matter : I as 
plcafantly replied, I did not defire to change. 
Well then, replied he, I fell the (hoes you 
make, for as much as any of the like fizes 
made in my Ihop. 
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I made fuch improvement in this bufinefe, 
that I could in a little time earn fifteen fiiil- 
lings per week, being three ihillings their 
money for making a pair -of large man's 
flioes, which Was my chief work. Now their 
fliilling was about nine-pence ft'rling. This 
new trade was of very great fervice to me, 
by both diverting body and mind;, and find- 
ing I now could fupply my own wants with 
my own hands, it gave me great eafe indeed: 
but fome friends were uneafy that I (hould 
do it, as fuppofing it would be to their dif- 
honor ; but others again were glad, and 
thouf»ht'it a great honor to the caufe of the 
gofpel ; and they rejoiced with thankful hearts 
that I fucceeded fo well. 

• 

Going on thus fome weeks, my kind maf* 
ter came one morning, and did not bring fo 
much work as before. I afked him the rea- 
fon ; adding pleafantly, What doth my credit 
fink, that I have no more work brought ? 
He fmiling faid ? It is npt beft to truft jail 
birds too far, and I am now refolved you 
Ihall work no more for me after thefe I have 
now brought. Why ! what is the matter ? 
faid I. He added, you (hall be a matter 
as well as I. How can that be ? faid I. He 
replied, you {hall have leather of your owq, 
and by doing that you may get eight-pence, 
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4«n-pence, or a fhilling a pair, more profit 
•than you do now. But I told him I had ra- 
Iher work journey-work for him than to do 
Co?' for I knew not how to get leather and 
*)ther material's and when I had it, I was a 
ftranger to cutting of it out. Trouble not 
yourfelf about that, faid he, for I will do all 
tl^is for you : and fo he did with much chcer- 
fulnefs, delighting to ferve me effcftually. 

I went on thus for fevcral months, and he 

came to me every day once or twice, and 

Was a very cheerful pleafant tcrnpered man, 

but too much addicted to take delight in 

Ibme of his neighbors company, who too 

•often were di([^uifed with itrong liquor, , and 

he would often lay, if you were to continue 

here, I fliould overcome it, and I verily 

believe fhoulJ be a fober Quaker. I told 

him he -muft leave the company he too much 

frequented; which he not obfcrving, I heard 

afterward they proved Very hurtful to him. 

We had very often ferious converl'ation about 

Teligion, and it appeared to me, he had been 

favored with an enlightened underftanding, 

and would confefs-^ if there was any fuch 

thing as preaching Chrift truly, it was k- 

mongft the Quakers ; for both Churchmen, 

i^refbyterians Independents, and others, all 

L 2 " 
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preach themfelves, and for their own advan- 
tage in this world ; lb that if there was t»o 
pay, there would be no preaching* He frc* 
quently attended our meetings for a time. - 

But to return to the proceedings of the 
court, which adjourned from the 4th day of 
the firfl: mpoth 1 702-3, for about lix weeks, 
and fo continued by adjournments to the latt 
day of the eighth month following. The 
occahon of thefe adjournments \ias this : 
Judge Bridges was ill, and had been far 
iorae time declining, but was expefclcd to 
be able to attend the fervice of the court, 
and take vengeance on me and the Quakers, 
none being thought fo fit for that work as he; 
vet he never did, but died fome months be- 
lore I was fet at liberty. 

I had in this time of confinement fundry 
vifits, two of which were more renaarkable 
than the reft. The firft was by an Indian 
king, with three of his chief men with him; 
and the other by one John Rogers from 
New London, and he ftaid with me from the 
lime he came about f\x days. An abilrafl 
of both conferences are as follow, viz. 

I (hall firft take notice of the conferenee 
.with the Indian king, as he filled himfelf; 
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but his nation was much wafted and almoft 
extinQ, fo that he had but a fmall people to 
rule. However, there was in him fome marks 
of fuperiority above the other .three who at- 
tended him, who (hewed* fome i:egard to him 
as their fovereign. 

This Indian, with thefe his attendants, came 
to vi(it me, and Oaid fome time, enquiring 
the caiife of my confinement : an account of 
which" I gave them as intelligibly as I couhf, 
finding they undcFftood Englifh better than 
they co\ild fpeak it. The conferenc was mo(t- 
ly between the king and me, the reft but very 
.ieldom putting in a word. • ^ 

The king aflced, if I was 'a Chrijlian ? I 
told him I was. And are they^ faid he, 

. Chrijlians too that keep you here ? I faid they 
profeffed themfelves to be fo. Then he and 
his company fliewed their admiration, that 
one chrittian could do thus to another. And 
then he enquired concerning the difference 
between me and them. I replied, it confift- 
cd of fundry particulars ; firft my adverfaries 

. hold with fprinkling a little water on the 
face of an infant, ufing a form of words, and 
the ceremony of making the fign of a crofs 
with their finger on the babe's forehead, call- 
ing this baptifm, and urging it as cffential 
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to future happifiefs : and I, with my br^lip 
ren, can fee no good in this ceremony .-^-^ 
Here diey talked one with another again, but 
I underftood thc«i not. After which they^ 
afked n>e, If I thought thertwas nothings w 
this ceremony of good, to fecure our futm^ 
happinejs ? I faid, I fee nothing of good iit 
it. / wa$ rights they faid, neither do me i . 
afking, wherein' do you further differ firoii 
them ? I proceeded, That they held it necd^ 
ful to lake, at certain times, a piece of bread' 
to eat, with a Juiall quantity bf wine i(y 
drink after it is confedratcd, as they call ie, 
which they pretend to do in remembrance 
of Chrift oar Savior, urging this as necef- 
fary to our future happinefs, as the former^, 
calling '\}[\\i the Lord's fuoper. He told 
me, they had feen both thefe ceremonies 
put in practice by the Prefbyterianv^, but 
could not und^rftand, that if it was a fup- 
per, why they ufed it in the middle of 
the day ; but they looked upon them both 
as very infignificant to the end propofed'; 
faying. The Mang Monettay looked at the 
hearty hozu it was devoted^ and not at thefe 
child-ifJi things. A/king^ wherein do ycu dif- 
fer further from them ? I proceeded, that 
they held it lawful to kill and deftroy iheif 
enemies ; but we cannot think that good and 
^ight in us; but rather endeavor to overcome 
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our enemies with courteous and friendly of- 
Bees and kindiiefs^ and to aiTuage their wrath 
hy mildnefs and perfiiafion, and brkig them 
to coriliderthe injury they are doing to fuch 
IS cannot in confcience revenge themfelves 
again. He affented, thai this was good^ but 
mho can do it^ faid he ; whtn my enemies 
fpek my life, how can I do other thaii ufe my 
endeavor to dejlroy them in my own defence ? 
My anfwer was, That unlefs we were under 
^^ government of a better fpirit than our 
enemies, we- could not do it ; bu4 if we are 
under the governaient of the good fpirit, 
Vhich feeks not to deftroy mens' lives, but 
to fave them, and teaches us to do good for 
evil, and to forgive injuries, then we can 
fubmit to Providence, putting our truft in 
the great God to fave us from the violence 
ai>d wrath of our enemies. The king faid, 
Indeed this is very good ; but do you thus 
when provoked by your enemies ? I - faid, 
fundry of our friends had done fo, and been 
faved from the rage of their enemies, who 
have confeffed our friends to be good men. 
Ay^ faid he, they are good indeed ; for if all 
came into th,is way^ there would then be no 
more need of war^ nor killing one the other 
to enlarge their kingdoms^ nor one nation. 
want to overcome another. 
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I then a&ed him if this was not aright 
ciple; and what would mudh achito the hap^ 
pinefs of mankind ? They all fot»r fatd^ t^ xvas 
very good indted ; hU /tared ftw v>ould ent>-^' 
krace this doSrine. I Gttd, aU things hav^ 
their beginnifigs, and it is aow oor duty co 
embrace: this truth, hoping that others by dti^ 
example may do the fewc. They lifted ^Ujp 
their eyes a« a token of their affenr, fiiewin-g^ 
by their words their d«(ire that this good ipipk' 
might prevail i» the world : Thtn^ ia4d they^' 
things mil go zo&lL But Xifhittrn^ added he^ 
do you difftr mort from iiitvif? I faid, %tfe 
held it unlawfu:! to fwear in any eafe; buc 
our adverfaries did not* I found they had 
not any notion about oaths, and fothey dropt 
it, being defirous of introdueitig another fub- 
jed ; for havlfig obferved our friends behav-i. 
ior in not pulling off their hats as odiers did, 
they wanted. to know our »ea{bns for it : I foid, 
uncovering our heads was a token of hotior 
we paid to the great God in our prayers to 
him ; and we thought any homage equal to* it 
ought not to be given to any of his creatures. 
They faid, It is all very good. Then we fat 
filent fome time ; and I afked them i«hat tliey 
thought of the great Ood ? One of them took 
a piece of a wood coal from the hearth, like 
charcoal half burnt, and made a bl^ek circle 
therewith on the hearth-ftone, and faid, Hey 
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helieaed ifse grent God (or Monettay, as they 
then catted hiro) io be all eye^ ihat he Jaw eve* 
ry thing ai once ; and all ear^ that he heard 
ev^ry. thing- in like numner ; and all mind^ 
that he knew all things^ and nothing could be 
hid frvm his Jigkt^ hearings or knowledge^ 
Then I alked, what they thought of the 
devil ? (or bad Moncttay, as they called him.) 
They faid, they did not look- upon his pow- 
er indeperrdent from the good Monetiay, but 
that what he did was by permiflion ; nor 
indeed did tbey think he had any power at all 
but what was given or fuffered for him to ex- 
crcife over Indians, to bring about fome good 
defigns of the good Monettay for their advan* 
lage,, to reclaim them when ihey were bad, 
and difpleafed the good Monettay : for they 
believed the good Monettay had all power, 
yet he employed bis fervants or angels, as we 
term them, to execute his will. And the In- 
dianthat made the circle, defcribed four feve. 
ral fmall circles on the edge of the great one, ~ 
ana they fhewed their opinion how their little 
gods were employed to challife the Indians 
when bad, and to comfort and encourage them 
ingood : they likewife fuppofed the four fmall 
circles toanlwer to the lour quarters of the 
World ; that they had inferiors under them 
again to execute their will when they received 
acommiflion* from, that great mind > but that 
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all derived their power from tha Suprenae ey€f 
ear, and mind ; deraonlt rating their meaning 
by comparifon thui^: As fuppolingthe ladtans 
bad, the good Moneitay fees it, and he gtv^^ 
orders to that in the north, and by him to 
them under, him, whereby we are by .hard- 
frofts, great fnows, and cold winds ira_ djd 
winter, very much afflitted with wantof fopdi 
and with cold ; and in the fummer^ either 
extreme heat or wet prevent the fruits of the 
earth from coming to perfeftion, until we he 
made humble and good : then we pray- for 
relief, and commiffion is given to the Monet^ 
tay in the fouth, and by hhn to them uadex 
him, whereby we have warm winds, a<id plea- 
fant rains in the fpring, that makes Yeo^Cod 
(meaning bucks) eafy to be taken, and fat, &:e. 
And in the fummer, fruitful good weather, 
neither too wet nor too dry. Thus they ac^ ; 
count for all reigning dillempers, and commoa 
calamities by ficknefs or famine ; and on the 
other fide, health and plenty, &c. fo in like 
manner for war and peace, viz. when t/.^ 
nations are both wicked, they are ftirred up 
to deftroy each other, either by the devil^ or 
by fome of thefe Monettays by him employed^ 
&c. I then proceeded to query, what thoughA$ 
they had of a future ftate after this life : firft j 
dehring to have their opinion, whether theyi 
did not think they had a pari iii them that 
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|Pf3^Id never die ? which they readily granted, 
pnd gave me their opinion, what both theftate 
»f ^he good and bad Indians would be in the 
pher world; that the good Indians would go 
into the foutJi and fouih-well, where it wa^;' 
nry warm and pleafant, and plenty of all 
Ifcings both for pleafure and profit : as fuppo- 
fing, that they fhould have the delight of en- 
foying the comforts of eating, drinking, hunt-. 
|ng, and all other plealbres'they enjoyed here^ 
te^a more agreeable way to footh and pleafe 
^eir defires, thati ever they could in this world. 
Thus they defcribed heaven as bed fuited their 
natural fenfes^ endeavoring to inftil into their 
^outh, as they faid, principles of virtue and 
jyftice, that when they die, as to this world,, 
ihey may be fit and worthy of this good conn- 
^^y or heaven, where it always is ferene and 
Suiet, no night nor winter in this brarv^e pleaf- 
*ni. country ; but all things are plenty, very' 
gpod, well and comfortable. But then, the 
picked and bad Indians, when they die, go* 
inro the north and north weft, a country ex- 
tfem'e cold, dark, and unpleafant ; no fun- 
'ftine • they endeavor to get fomething to 
fe^isfy their hunger, .but cannot, for the Yea- 
Cod are very poor, and they cannot catch 
them ; fo in this extremity they defire to die, 
wOt cannot ; nor can they find any meatus to 
P*t an -end to this miferable and wretfhcd 

M 



m 



TheLIFE AH0 TR4VEI^ or 






life, but ihey rauft continue in foiyrow «« i 
trouble without any hopes of end* Tb^j 
they dcfcribed their thoughts of a.fut^^] 
^.le, either in heaven or in hell^ accord;)^ 
to their notions of both. 

' I then turned my difcourfe andaCked tfeejgj^^ 
ivhai they thought of a good Jpirit that v^k^ 
prcjent with them in their minds ? (fiiidl^ 
they had no notiort^of Chrift, as to his b<Hii|r 
•ppei^rance) they readily acknoivledged, Chal 
a good fpirit attended them, and did re&rave, 
or make them forrowful when they did badly^ 
They like wife did believe, the bad Monctt^Wj 
or devil, did perfuade them in their niinds^te 
evilj and the more ihey ftrpve sigaihft' tbip dey^ 
il, and prjiyed for ftrengtb,; by and from the 
good Knd great Monetiay, the ipore tl^y pire- 
vailed over thefe evil and wick^ temptair6u& 
<rf the devil in their own minds, which hac^ 
th^ (aid, no power to lead them, into evpl 
but"by their own confent; i>or could do them 
spy hurt if they did not yield to his allnrli 
and deceitful temptaiipm. 1 further enquire 
ijalltki India^ns were rm(;ho^. the fAtM mih^ 
in thefe n(^tr^ ? But tb^v cpuWaOtrefqlv^ 
itie* 

I alfo enquired,; whether ai^ mnfingj^ilepl 
were looked upon ^i infftru^iprsi i%wi tha^ 
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^}tirs? They faid, No ; but the head of c very 
iartiily ought to do their beft endeavors tb 
lnftru€l iherir families, but it was neglefted ; 
^el" ihey retmined the praftice of coming all 
together once in a year, and the elder did 
advire , the youtiger, what their parents and 
orders had told them, and thus they tranfmit* 
fed' the knowledge of former things from one 
neratron to another, by having them repeat- 
In thete aflfemWies. 




*7 Here our conference ended : and as I 
£ou1d treat them with fome refrefhment, t 
€id, which they thankfully received; and we 
^rted in great fricndihip^ and, ioVe, after. ^ 
liay of on^ nigh^ and almoft two day^. 






S<?finie weeks after this, John Rogers, ^ 
^venth-day baptift, from New- London, \i% 
New- England, came near two hundred miles 
bn'purpofe to vifit rne ; he was the chief elder 
oPthat fociety called by other peoplie Quaker 
^apitifts, as .imagining (though falfely) tha^ 
|»oCH In their principles, and doftrines they 
lefetBQd qvtt with us; whereas, they difFere4 
frbtti us in thefe material particulars, viz^ 
about the feventh day Tabbath, and in making 
ufe* of baptifm in water to grown perfons, 
aftl^r the manner of other Bapiifts, and ufing 
^i£ ceremony of bread and wine as a ccrhmu- 
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nion, and alfo of anointitig the fick 'Wilh ail5p 
nor did they admit of the light of truthy \f^ 
Tnanifejlation of the fpirit, but only to beJieyv 
ers ; alledging fcripture for the whole, - Th^ 
bore a noble teftimony agti'inU fighting^/^j^^r- 
ing^ vain compliinents^ Siud the faperjlitiou^ 
obfervation of days, for which he had enduirieid 
fiindry long imprifonments. and. other very 
great fufFerings befides, both of body and 
goods. He was a prifoner when W.illiMli 
Edmundfon was in that coumry (fee bis yoxu^ 
nal page 90J and had by fufFeri«gA obtained 
fo complete a viftory over his oppofers, . th^ 
now they took no notice of him, he might iJq 
and fay what he pleafed ; but he thoughc 
Kimfelf, that he had carried his oppofition ta 
the obfervation of the firft day as a fabbath a 
little too far at times, fo. that he would dp 
all forts of work, yea, drive goods or mer- 
chandize of fundry forts in a wheelbarrow, and 
expofe them to fale before the pulpit, wbei| 
the priefl was about the middle of hi^ dijt 
courfe, if he was not hindered, which fopfjf 
limes, though but feldotn, happened; .an^ 
would do any other kind. of labor, letting Ifee 
people know his reafon for his fo doing, waiii 
to expofe their ignorance and feperftitioa i^ 
bbferving that day, which had more of la>^ 
^^an gofpel in it, for Chrift was the true 
W.f^*. ^h of believers; withal adding, that he 
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^2ftfe rizijed up for that tery ind. TKey ad- 
mitted womerf to fpeak at their meetings (be 
-freving fome qualified by tHe gift of the fpirit 
Tdf^ that work) aiid fometimes they had but 
y&ry little faid in their meetings, and fome 
tfm^s were wholly filent, though not often.; 
for they admitted any one, who wanted infor- 
mation concerning the meaning of any text, 
-to put the queftion, and it was then expound- 
-^•and fpoken fo, as they underftood it: 
'Hhd one being admitted to fhew his diffent. 
With his reafons for it": thusy faid he, rve im-* 
'^f'dvt our- youth in Jcriptuxt knowledge. I 
dflied hrm if they did not fometimes carry 
their difference in fentiment too far, to their 
hurt ? He acknowledged there was danger 
In 'doing fo, but they guarded againil it as 
febuch as they could. 

• 

•• He gave me a large account of the con* 

fcrehce he had with William Edinundfon, 

and told me, that nothing ever gave him fp 

imich trouble, and clofe linealinefs, as bis^ 

feppoRng William Edmundfoh at that time 

gid, defiring me, if I lived to fee William 

Edmiindfon, to acquaint him with the fincere 

torrow that he had upon his mind.iW that 

night's work. 

 . . M 2 



.1 



j-38 The LIFE and TRAV£tS or 

At my return, I acquainted Williaift W^ 
TOundfon therewith, who defired ine^ if=^i 
lived to fee him again, to let him know thrt 
it was the truth William Edmundfon feoifc 
teftimony to that he oppofed, and therefore 
it was no wonder that he was fo much tiou^ 
bled for his foolifti attempt therein. "j' 

He gave me an account of his convintJa- 
nient and converfion, which was very. largt 
and although at 6r(l it was agreeable ^sd 
very entertaining, yet by his fpinning of 41 
out fo long, he made it dtfagreeable, for be 
ftaid^'iih me five or fix days, and it was the 
greatelt part of his difcourfe all that IBM, 
although I did fundry times ftart other fub- 
jcfls, which he would foon get off, and go 
on about his own experiences. 

1 queried, tuhy he was fo very fiiff i^b&id 
the Jevtnth day^ and whether^ upon a mili 
-canjideraiion of the oppaJtHon he gave abcvi 
their Jahhath^ U was not by him carried ko 
far ? He acknowledged, that he did nDt 
at firft fee clearly inta the true meamng of 
the fabbaib, but tliat the provocatioos be net 
v^ith from the priefts, (who ftirred up4be 
people and mob againfl him) might i<mt- 
times urge him farther than he was afterward* 
cafy with, in oppof.ng them; but whenie 
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iKJt bis place, he had inexpreflTible comfort 
Jn^ peace in what he did ; adding, that the 
isHi^i of man works not the righttoufnejs of 

O- -^ . ; ... 

-i .t queried with him, why they kept to the 
ufc ofbr^ad and wine^ and plunging or dip- 
ping into water ^ Jince he taught his people to 
ptU; no confidence in thofe ctremenies^ ^y f^p- 
^Sfi^g (^ny virtue or holinefs in them ? He 
hw^liei^ that they did it for the fake of thofe 
;v!lo were weak in faith ; adding, that if oar 
'iiriends had taken thofe two facraments along 
•vvith them, they would have driven all before 
,ihem. This led us into a long conference, 
ibe fabftance of which was to the effect fol- 
ojawing. . . 

He fpoke very much of his fatisfa£lion and 

unity with George Fox, John Stubbs, John 

iBmnyeat, and William Edmundfon, as the 

^^JUwrd's fervants, with fundry others of the 

'jiirft viGiors of that country, that he knew 

Mile© to be fcnt of God, and that they had 

'Carried the reformation further than any of 

^ite Proieftants ever did before them, fince 

'^ike general apoftaey from. the parky, both of 

flilh and dodlrme; firft, the church of En- 

'gland, tliey did nothing in die end but made 

iM) Englifli traDflatioo of the Latin; fervice 
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nfcd before; the Ptefbyterians they dtflfentc^ 
and the Independents, buC came not to tMlf 
root of the matter ; the Baptifts tjiffentcif 
from all the other three, but went not thf^Pt' 
Upon which, though I could not wholly agrc«? 
villi him in his aflcrtions, I- queried, if 'hi?, 
thought that all ihcfe feveral itep* of the En-^ 
glifh church from popery, the PrefbyteHatwf 
and I nde pendants from the EngUfli churdV,* 
and the Baptifts from all three of ti>env, ha# 
not fomething of good in them ? viz.* "^ 
mean,, whether the firft concerneld in difleiiiS| 
ing from Popery, though they afterwardSr 
relied too much in the form of worftiip JAV 
the epifcopal. way, had not the aid o^f ChrfFiV 
f pi fit to aflift them in their dfffent ? Afidfd^j 
for all the reft. This he did readily grant tifj 
be a great truth; and fo allowing, that the^i 
ficft reformers: aftuated by divine light, an# 
being {aithfut to what was m^de knOwrt*^ 
them, had their reward > and their fuccef^ 
fors fat down in tlvat form their prcdceefliyrt 
left ihcBi in, but did not regrad that powirf! 
and life by which they were afluatddy and' 18- 
became zealots for that form, but oppofel' 
the power. And this, faid he, i« the tfhi^ 
caufe of the feveral fteps of diffcilt one froni' 
another ; and the reafon why there is fo tittfc 
Chriftian love, and fo much bitternefe and' 
envy one againU another, is tlieir letting dowti 
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gaotcnfced, each in their -own. form, without 

t^ power, fo that they are ali in one and the 

%J9»e Ipkit^ aftwig their patt in the feveral 

fy^s of wprfhip in their own wills and time, 

i^t* gnly oppofing the fpirit of truth, buf 

Q^kjng it the objed of their fcorn, and thofe 

vio adhere to it the fubjeft of their reproach, 

ij^^ot^mpt, and envy; and this is the founda- 

iIciQt of.perfecution, faid he. But we fhall, 

^^Ij digrefii too far frona what we had in- 

^ew : tboii a-lloweft the aforementioned 

i^ii/ead&.to be fcrvants of Chrijl^ and guided 

\f/ his word, and that they advanced the rc- 

^fni4Uon higher than any had done before 

4iQEn.^ ar>d it is plain they had<a concern to 

\xf afide fightings Jwtaring^ vain complin 

fiSLcrUi^ as well; as baptifm and bretid and wine^ 

thefe ivio Sacramtnls^ as you call them ; and 

;j|i you continue in the.pradice of them, it 

iDuft. be in. your own will^ and not in the 

>iU of God, by thy own confeffion. H(m 

daji ihou^faLid he, make tLat out? Thus, 

fai4I; firft, thou alloweft thofe of friends to 

he true minifters, and declared thy unity with 

them as fucb, and they had a concern to 

dfaw peoples minds from depending upon 

thefe fliadows. to truft in the fubftance: now 

bow could this be fo effeftually done, as by 

pecfuadtng the people to difcontinue the ufe 

of thofe fhadow^ ? For whilll they did ufe 
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Acm, thaogh at the Tam^ uiae ibey we^ 
told, tbere was nothing ifi riiem, yet ^^v^k, 
mind^ • woald fiiH < reiain fonit rej^rd, s^ 
though they had fome r«al gdod in ABfinj* : 
vbcn in truth ihere was ttom. Btit if o^ 
ff ieiids had a concern from the Lord td ^8^ 
this, how canft ihou in rcafon fup-^dfe, th^ 
by the faaxe fpirit you had a concern fi^SSA 
the Lord to conirnue in the performanxre "" 
them, unlefs thou wilt fuppofe contradiQo 
principles and do&rines proceed 'from 'tht 
good fpirit; which I hope is far from ihf^ 
thoughts. .Yeuy faid he, j^ tha4 is indeeSJ' 
Adding, we do not a€l fo, for we fay^ as 3/^' 
do, that that u noihinff in thefe tereiMnf^^ 
ybut ajigni it b the power of an endlefs life 
that we perfuade ihem to feck for iri them- 
felves and not to look on thefe as any ad- 
vantage in a fpiritual ienfe atalL Then, faid 
I, you had better do as we dd, «t/A&/i^ ^^ 
thtm afide ; pr9iy remember the brazen f^-' 
pent that proved a fnare to Ifrael, faid If 
but be would not yield to this, Tben'f' 
aflced hiaii, if be thought either of thfefc cb-- 
rcmonies of more ufe than the other ?* JW,' 
replied he'; fet one afide^ and fet both, f6r 
there is no more virtue in one ^^^n the dth^r;- 
I then queried with him, if ever life had fedhSi 
fmall treatife entitled the DoBrine of Baptifms^ [ 
wrote in Crotnvveirs time, by one WiJliairi 
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P^? be Deceit beand of Aich a book, he fai<h 
X Mditr by me^ and itmiing to ibe preface 
i^ thq laft pam^aph,. where the author in 
a..}>n)f)hetic way has tbefe words, *^ But be. 
^ffkk I fee this prefent generation fo' rooted 
sigd built up it> the doBrine- of men, I have 
tjie'lefs hope that this truth will prevail wittt 
^lem; and therefore ! appeal to the next 
MneratioB, which will be further removed 
l^om thcfe evils, and will be brought nearer 
tj^ the word^ but efpecialty to that people 
whom Cod ha^h and ihali form by his Spirit 
for hiiofelf, for thcfe only will be able tor 
Bi^ke jud and righteous judgment in this 
4S|^uer, feeing they have the Anointing to 
be, ^ their teacher, and the Lamb to be 
ibqir light.'? 

•• • • 

. (laving read this paragraph, he took the 

iHxik.and sead it to himfelf, and was lilent till 
I obl^rved to hia>i that the author plainly 
pointed at our people. He allowed there 
>(sas reafon fo to think. By this time it was 
latCf and L deGred him to take the book, 
read and confider it, and let me have his 
thoughts the next day. So for that time we 
parted^ and he came not till late in the after- 
noon the ne^&t day, although he lodged bard 
by the place of my confinement; And when 
he. came^ told me be had read it carefully,' 
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and conlidered it clofely, confeffing^ that il 
was the language of the. fpint, and true 
dpClrine, I told him, now I hoped he wai 
fatisHed, that it was mod fafe for them ta 
ky thefc fhadows afide, and labor to bring 
their people to the fubllance. He allowed 
that it might be proper to do fo. But, ad- 
ded he, it mud be done with great care and 
tcndcmefs, led fome fhculd be hurt by it« 
To which I replied, they would be more ia 
danger to be hurt by following thofc {had- 
owy oblbrvations, in which they could have 
no benefit, And continuing in them might be. 
a means -to lead them into fuperdition and 
idolatry^ and make them fit down, and take, 
their reft in the fhadows, and leek no further. 

Having faid what we could, both of us 
dropped it by confent; and after fome fbort 
paufe (for he could not long be filent) we kll 
on the fubjeft of eleftion and reprobation, he 
affcrting that faving light and grace was only 
given to the eleti, or true believers, and li^C 
reft were blinded. I alledged the contrary : 
that an offer of divine love was made to all,. 
but all did not make good ufe of it: fo to 
argument we went, aiid I requefted the reafan 
for his belief in this doctrine ? defiring him 
firfl to explain hin/felf, w.heiher he thought 
that reprobates were from their cradles or 
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WrfHs fa fixed, that no means ordained could 
Ster k ? He paufed fome time, and at I aft 
ftftd, All things with God are poflible ; but 
fronr the doftrine of Paul, Rom. ix. it plainly 
Appears, fays he, to be fo, and that God is 
glorified by both, as in the cafe of Pharaoh. 
I; replied, Pharaoh's cafe could not properly 
Be adapted to this do6irine, becaul'e it was 
m itfelf peculiarly intended for the convinc- 
i% 6f the Egyptians, as well as the reft of 
mankind; that he (God) was the only all 
pbwcrful God, worthy of obedience, and that 
the Hfe and power of kings was in him ; and 
fo Confirm that weak people the Jews, that if 
tht^y leaned upon that^God who had done all 
this before their 'eyes, they need not fear the 
^rath of kings, though accompanied with 
ftrong and numerous armies : for God, who 
had chbfen them, could foon overthrow their 
enemies, and fave them by a mighty deliver- 
ance from their rage and wraih : but how this 
can be brought to fupport elcClion and repro- 
bation as now it is underttood, and preached 
«p by fundry pretended teachers, I fee not ; 
1 therefore defire that thou wouldd explain it 
as thou utiderftands it. - He then prpcecded as 
follows : Rril calling for the book, and turnin':; 
to the text, Rom. ix. he began at the joth 
vcrfe/.and went on, expounding very ftrongly 
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and undeniably, in his own view, to the 2jl 
verfe, continuing his expofition to an uncoiftM 
mon length ;• all which I heard with a pro^ 
found filence, and he became iilent too at 
laft, and we fat in filence fome time, and 
then I fpoke to the efFe6l following: that at 
it appeared to me, the 2 2d verfe took off 
much of the edge of what he had faid with 
refpeft to reprobation; which I read, and he 
confelTed it did pretty much fo. I furtkir 
added, that the do61:rine of eleflion and re- 
probation, in the way it is now expounded 
by thee, is very injurious, in reflefling oh 
the infinite mercy of God, and point blank 
oppofing the chief end of the gofpel, and; 
coming of our Savior, who tajied death Jor\ 
every man, and offers life by his good Spirit] 
and grace to all. Be (ides thy way of ex-; 
pounding the apoftle in this epiftle, makesi 
him quite contradift him felf in other places, 
where he clearly fets forth the love of God 
by and through Chrift, to be univerfally of- 
fered to both jews and Gentiles, in order to 
falvation : and laft of all, as thou haft explain- 
ed thyfelf now upon this doBrine, ihou ren- 
ders that great du-ty of prayer almoft imperti- 
nent, if not quite ufclelV, with all other reli- 
gious endecfvors, &c. fp that if thou Hjcanfti 
not make it out otherwife than this is, I/ttiay, 
I think, without any breach of chanty,*'con- 
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tluit thee un found in thy faith and dofclrinc 
of the gofpel of our Lord and Savior Jefus 
Clirift, who dud for all men^ an'd wa^ by his 
ppoftle preached the Savior of the world to 
l^oth Jews and Greeks : therefore we muft 
expound Paul in Rom. ix. after another 
inanner, fo as to reconcile Paul* with hm- 
felfj where he plainly (hews, God wills all 
men to be faved, and to come to the know- 
ledge of the truth, as in the fecond of the 
firit of Timothy, and abundantly elfewhere, 
tliat we have already touched upon : but if 
ilfeou wilt give me leave, without interruption, 
1 will give thee my thoughts on this fubjctl, 
jwhich in fliort are thefe, viz. 

It is beyond all doubt or queftion with me, 

that God wills all men to be faved : and to 

complete his will, and offers of falvation to 

all, he has ordained the means to procure 

the end by his own Son, who tafled death 

for every man, whereby all have it put into 

their power, as free agents, to m^ike choice 

for themfelves, by applying to the means 

ordained by God, through his Son our Lord 

jefus Chrift, for the obtaining that which he 

has willed for them, viz. Salvation ! Now- 

I if this is true, as the fcriptures affcrt, and 

our own experience confirms it to ourfelves, 

then it follows, that all who are diligent, 
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through the obedience of faith, endeavorii^ 
to make their calling and elefiion fure, by 
applying to the means ordained of God, viz. 
that grace and truth tliat is come by Jc^^ 
Chrili, for the obtaining that which be has 
•willed for them, as I have faid, wc may faFely . 
conclude all in this ftate^ to be the eleQ: of . 
God in Cnrift. But then. all, who contrary 
to ihi.s, neglect and (light, nay, fuffer me 10 
fay, rebel againft the inward conviQions of 
jjracc and truth in their own minds (which is 
the only guide and rule for doing better) and 
continue herein until they are left and hard* 
ened in their fins and wickednefs, being given 
up to a reprobate mind, having their confcien- 
ces feared as with an hot iron, are pad feeling 
any reuiorfe for their ungodly deeds. Tbefe 
I take to be in a reprobate condition, and this 
reprobation is of themfelves, they haviag cho- 
fen it ; for they had the offers of the fame 
j;racc and truth to aflift them to do better, as 
the eleft have had, l^ut would not apply them- 
felves thereto, but did wilfully rejeft it. Now 
all this thou knoweft may be fairly proved 
by the fcriptures, and thou canft, I think, do 
no otherwife than allow it to be conclufive to 
decide this point ; for it is plain, the firft are 
the children of God, made fo by their co- 
working with the fpirit of Chrift ; and the 
other are reprobates and children of antichrift^ 
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^miide fo by their rebellion againft ihe SpirFt 
t>f truth, and obedience to the fpirit of error : 

afid here 1 conclude with the apoftle's word.s 
*Rom. ix. 2 2. What if God, willing to Jkew his 
"Wrath, and make his pjwtr known, endured 
mith muck long-fufFering the vejfels of wrath 

(by their own rebellion) ^/^(f^/c? deJlru£iion? 

•• Here we clofed up the difcourfe; and now 
I fhaH go on with my imprifonment and 
clearing from the fame. 

About the beginning of the 8th month 1703, 

•the (IierifFhad an order to call or warn eighteen 

Rvcn for a jury, to try their fuccefs a fecond 

' time : but whether they went upon the old in- 

•diclment or a new one, I could not undcrftand, 

but it was thought by fome of the laft jury, to 

• be the fame inditlment that the firft jury went 

*tip5n ; but I never was adnfiitted to fee it; the 

iherifF had private inftrudions to get fuch 

' nicn put into the jury, as they thought would 

-anfwer their end, which he Ihewed me with 

^abhorrence, affuring me, he would never do 

^i ; fo the jury was fairly named, and they 

' niade no great maiter about it, but in a fhort 

time (as their predecelfors had done before 

them) they came in with their bill, figoed 

^^''^Qramui ; which gave fome of the lawyers 

N 2 
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caufe to fay, in a jocular way. They were 
got into an Ignoramus country. 

This was on the fecond day of the mniji 
month, and the court adjourned to the next 
day, at which time I was had into court ; 
which I was told, was not regular nor lawful 
to bring a man to the bar that had nothing 
.laid to his charge by his peers, the grand 
inquett > however: I was aiked, if I had atif 
thing to offer to the court ? 1 delired my lib- 
erty and reparation for the wrong done me 
in taking it from mc, &c. The Judge told 
me, / might have my liberty^ paying myftis. 
I replied, that 1 was informed there was no 
h^s due, as the cafe then was, according to 
law ; but if there had, I fliould not pay any, 
it bein^ to me a matter of confcicnjce. The 
judge faid, he believed fo^ and fmiled, fpeak- 
ing fomething to thofe near him, that was.net 
heard by me : however I was fet at liberty 
by proclamation ; and a large body of my 
dear friends, from all parts of the Iflaqd, 
came to fee me cleared, and had me away 
with them in a kind of triumph, not being a 
little glad that I came off lb hoiMDrabJy ; 
and even th;^country people who were not 
friends, wei\ ^^ere in abundance, and rejoic- 
ed exceedingiy at my enlargement. . . . 
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I was now at libertyr, after having been a 
prifoner one year wanting three weeks and 
abaut two days ; but having not freedom to 
.go away, I ftaid fometime, vifiting every 
comer of the lUand, and had very large and 
open meetings : the people were thoroughly 
alarmed, lb that I found by experience, that 
jny long imprifonment had made me more 
popular and regarded, fo that they flocked in 
great numbers to where I was, and friends 
were careful that they flibuld have notice. 
They appointed a meeting for me at a place 
^called Cowneck, at one Jacob Doughty*s, 
there not having been any at that place be- 
•fore ; and as I lay in bed at my dear friend 
John Rodman'5, at the Bay hde, the night 
.before, I dreamed that an honeft friend was 
fifhing in a large ftone ciftern, with a crooked 
pin for hi^ hook, a fmall fwitch ftick for his 
rod, and a piece of thread for his line ; and 
George Fox came and told me, that there 
were three fifhes in that place, and deiired me 
. to take the tackling of the friend, for that he 
wanted fliill to handle the matter: according- 
ly, meihought he (the friend) gave me the 
rod, and the firit time I threw in I caught 
a fifh : George Fox bid me try again, for 
there were two more in that place ; I did, 
and took up another : he bid me call in my 
hook once more ; I did, and took the third : 
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now^ faid George, there is no men iher/. 
This dream was taken from mc as if I had 
not dreamed at all. The next d^y we iient 
to the meeting, and werd a little late, try 
reafon of the tide and high frefh-water ofeU- 
gcd us to ride the furthcll way, and when t^ci 
came into meeting a friend was preaching on 
univcrfal grace ; but in a little lime he l€& 
off, and my heart being full of the matter, I 
took it up, and we had a blefl'ed powerful 
meeting, and all" ended wtll. - 

I returned with my friend Rodman to hi5 
houfc, and in our way my dream eame frefli 
into my memory-, and that evening 1 told it 
to my fiiend Rodman, and gave him a dc*. 
fcription of George Fox's features and bulk,, 
as he appeared to me ; and he faid, 1 had a^ 
very juft and right apprehcnfion of hiro. 
He had been much with George Fox when 
he was in Barbadoe^, and was well acquaint- 
ed with him ; adding this remarkable dreafP 
ihews fome good done there this day. 

Now after I was clear of Long Ifland, 
(it being j.u{l with me as if I had been fet out 
from home) I found it of neceffity to cow- 
vene the elders, and lay before them my con- 
cern, as I did when i came from hcmc} and 
^^^ a tender and faiherly Avay ibey took care 
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lo examine wlwt I might be in need of, both 
with refpeft to linen, woolen, pocket money 
md a horfe ; for as yet I had not bought one, 
ijcver finding freedom fo to do : but friends, 
to their praife be it fpoken, affifted me from 
ftage to ftage, and when I was in prifon I 
•faw I had no waht of a horfe, and admired 
the kindnefs of Providence in reftraining me 
ftom having one till wanted ; and I had mo- 
rfley plenty by the trade of Ihoe-making, fo 
that I wanted none, nor did I want any ne- 
ceflaries for the journey but a companion, 
and then fundry offered themfelves very free- 
•iy to travel with me: but my. dear friend 
Samuel Bowne had a concern to vifit the eaft- 
•€rn parts of New England, who had a fine 
gift, but not very large ; I was very glad 
of his company, fo we fet forward in the 
beginning of the twelfth month, and the win- 
ter not being broke up, we rode over the ice 
in fundry places in Conne6licut colony, fome 
narrow and fome broad rivers, New London 
the biggeft, but wc had no meetings for near 
two hundred miles ; the people being moftly 
rigid Prefbyterians, counted it a great crime 
lo be at a Quaker's meeting, efpecially on 
the fabbath day, as they terra the firft^day 
of the week. But coming into Narraganfet, 
ve were amongft friends again. So we went 
for Rhode-Ifland, and there friends were very 
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numerous, and we had large meetings indeed : 
there was a marriage of a young man (hi^ 
name was Richardfon) with a daughter of 
Thomas Kodman, a man of the firft rank ia 
the illand, fo that we had the governor (his 
name was Samuel Cranfton] and naoft of 
the chief men in the government at the mar- 
riage, and we had a precious living time, 
which gave me great encouragement. The 
governor was. very kind, and queried wiih 
me about my imprifonment, he being a great 
lover of friends, but not a profclfed one 
himfelf. 

From Rhode-Ifland we went pretty ftraight 
towards Hampton and Dover, having foiiie 
meetings, but few, by reafon we purpofed to 
return to the yearly meeting in Rhode-Ifland. 

When we came to Dover we had a pretty 
large meeting, but we were both filent; at 
which I was fpmewhat amazed, it being nevr 
to me : however, another meeting was appoint- 
ed next day, fome little diftance from Dover, 
which was much larger : my companion faid 
fomething, but very little, and was uneafy that 
he faid any thing : I was quite {hut up ; and 
after meeting I was exceedingly comforted, 
being filled with ^ivjne fweetuefs and heavenly 
joy, that I was prefervcd^ and did not force 
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myfelf to oiFer. They appointed another 
:mcetlng the day following, fome diftance off, 
at which I found myfelf quite fhut up, and 
held back as it were from faying any thing, 
and my companion was alfo lilent, who after 
meeting looked upon me very innocently, 
faying, Samuel, What dojl think theft people 
will ^ay^ that we fiould come Jo far to appoint 
fneettngs amongji them^ and have nothing to 
fay ? It juft then came livingly into my mind 
to reply. Fear not^ have faith^ nothing doubting 
but we /hall have enough to fay before we have 
them. 

Our next meeting was to be in the centre 
of the meetings which we. had before, 'In a 
confiderable large houfe, but not big enough 
^OF the company by far, and the country was 
all alarmed, fo that it was a very large meeting 
'indeed ; and it being war time with the Indians, 
the people brought fuch weapons as they had 
to meeting, fo that when we came to the 
raeeting-houfe, I was furprifed to fee fo many 
fire-arras, and other inftruments of war, (land- 
ing againll the meeting-houfe wall. However, 
I was before told, that it -was the cuftom of 
other people to do fo; and I found that ihofe 
lire-arms, and warlike weapons, belonged to 
other people, not friends that were come to 
^ meeting: a large meeting it was indeed, and 
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very quiet ; we fat a long time in filencep 
which put me on examining my conduft, andr 
looking back to fee how it was with me ; bm'y 
finding no caufe of unealinefs for any thing i' 
had done before, to caufe ine to be thiu fiiut^ 
up, I came to this conclufion and refignatioi^J 
that / zoas but a fervanty and could of myfeif^ 
do nothing ; fecretly praying that the Lord- 
would give me patience not to be uneafy, if- 
he had nothing for me to do, and if he had, 
there I was, ready ahd willing to do it : aad*| 
thus I fettled down diligently waiting for divine »j 
direftion. AffJ in a little time a word^carfte^ 
with life (and I ftood up with it) to the eflfeft | 
following : " The Lord's time is the beft titfic,'! 
and let us not grow uneafy to wait for it ; for 
when he opens none can (hut, and when li 
fhuts none can open." Enlarging on this fu 
jeQ: a little more ; and had a very glorious/ 
meeting, in which I was largely opened in * 
fundry branches of the dottrine of Chrift;; 
and I had not feen very often greater tende^^ 
nefs than was at that time amongft the people^^ 
for the war withthe Indians had humbled m^ 
to fuch a degree, that truth had a very great 
reach upon them indeed, and the meeting erfe- 
ed well. Ji s| 

. -A 

Immediately I fotmd an tmcommon and'' 
.weighty concern to reqiieft the minifters to 
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Cdme together, which they very readily com- 
plied with, and they were an handfome num- 
ber, bur not ali ihoroughly baptized into the 
lK)rk. My campanion was very prettily open- 
tri,and we had a very fuitable fervice amongft 
Biefn,and faw clearly the reafon why we were 
lb fhut up in filence ; fome of them were got 
lllo an extreme in preaching and praying, and 
toould continue meetings to an unfeafonable 
length, as tikewife their preaching and praying 
11 table; which gave great uneafinefs to fome 
Ibufibk friends amonft tliem, but they could 
bt redrcfs it till after this opportunity. — 
tliey themfelves faw they were wrong in 
ioing as they had done, and got but of this 
Ixtreme, wlikh was a degree of fanterifm, 
^ing attended witlr a fpirit of oppofuion a- 
fainft the order of friends in monthly and 
pznerly meetings. 

Having finifhed our fervice, we returned 
back 10 Hampton, and had feveral meetings, 
tettl fo for Rhode^lfland yearly meeting, which- 
tiis very large, and to good latisfa3ion. 

From thence I went by fea to feveral if. 
bids, as Martha's Vineyard, Nantucket, and 
feme others ; but in Nantucket I had great 
Euisfadion, for ihe people, not joined with 

O ' 
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friends, were tnoderaie Baptifts, onA cng 

generally to meetings, iheir jH'eacher alio wiik 
theiD, who after meeting raifed Anae objtMH 
tions agaiuft us, that he had from our «<k 
verlaries books, and that which he pitched 
upon modly, was about prayer, thatztf^iiil 
not pray to God in the name of Chriji^ kt 
in our own names. I told him we tooki^ 
upon it to be our duty to pray to God it 
Chrid's name, and as his name is uodei4too4 
to be his pawer, we dur(t not preftime t0 
pray to the Father, but as the wifdom wk 
Spirit of Chriit g^ve us utterance. He kA 
it was a go/pel truth in its primiHvt puritjt'' 

i 
The governor fent for me, and we had tl 
time to confer about our principles, and afte^ 
a little time he feemed much plealed vittij 
what I had to fay : and having finiffaed aif 
fervice I returned to Rbode-Hland, and fouiwl 
fome were contriving to have me talteo lipi 
by informing the governor againil me, as 
though I was a tranfgreflbr, by px!eacb}% 
as they faid, againft Baptifm^ and ihe^tfp^ 
oj the. Lori^ as ih^y call the bread and wiiie» 
But the governot being at the meeting hH»- 
felf where this fuppofed offence w^as giwflf' 
quickly faw'that the arguments ufed. againft 
the prefent praQice of the Engiifh church, 
as well as Prefbyterians and Baptifts, hadfo 
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IKlch Seripture and rcafon on their fide, that 
k was vam to attempt to confute them ; he 
iketefore thooght it their wifcft way to let 
it alone. 

^- Affer this I made another trip to the caft- 
k^ri^ my dear companion being returned, 
Ited viRtcd in my way back to Dover, meet- 
fegs as they came in coarfe; and I vifited 
Wl the meetings Mhere I had been before, 
^d had fat in iiience in fome of them, but I 
Ittd now farge and good fervice, and great 
misFdtlion amongft them* and the more fo, 
us they now few it their places not to preach 
Jn every meeting, but to wait for the con- 
Vttmi of the divine word before they fpoke. 

J" From thence I went to Strawberry Bank, a 
fctven where much (hipping refort for mafts ; 
•nd when clear of thofe parts returned to 
I Hampton, Haverill, Exeter, and fundry other 
^wns where meetings had not been kept, 
*ftd amongft them to Newbury : a man that 
'Kved in that place, being newly convinced, 
was v^iy delirous of a meeting at his houfe, 
«4iich I con fen ted to ; and when the time 
reame, his wife, not being pleafed that we 
fcaiftc on the account of a meeting, would «; 
Aot permit us to enter the houfe, but kept \ 
the doors locked againft us,' beings as was ] 

i 
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faid, advifed to it by fome of their teachcit, 
I took a turn round the houfe, und happened 
to have fome conference with her at the 
window, fiid affuring her, that we had no 
defign to put her hufband to any manner of 
charge, but only to let us have houfe-room 
for about two hours to hold a meeting, add- 
ing, that it did ill become a wife to keep ber 
hufband out of his houfe at fuch a time ; 
pronnidng her, that if Ihe would let in her 
hufband, not one of our people fhould come 
in with him. And by rcafoning the cafe, 
llie, after a little* while, opened the door 
and would have us to go in| but I had not 
freedom. 

Then the place to hold the meeting was got 
ready, being a large place like a barn, wtrcrc 
the friend and his men built boats for Slip- 
ping, that being his calling, and we fat down, 
being a few friends, and in a little time many 
people came, amongfl; whom, as it was faidf 
came fix preachers : and in fome convenient 
time a young woman Rood up who had a pret* 
ty gift, but the people behaved very rudely, 
fo that it put the poor girl out of countenance, 
and fhe fat down. Then ftood up Lydia 
Norton, a famous minifter, none more fo of 
that country, and indeed flie had an excellent 
gift, and knew how to conduCl hcrfelf in it; 
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J^tit all this did not avail, the people grew worfe 
land worfe in their behavior; and Lydia having 
Ji very ftrong manly voice, extended it very 
<Ioud, but all to no purpofe, for the people 
ivere as loud as fhe, calling for a dram, and 
fporting thcmfcilves in their folly, fo (he fat 
•down ; and a young man, called Jofhua jPud- 
^ington^ ttood up ; they were rude to the wo- 
pien, but worfe with hira, raking up his for- 
"ffier faults, and calling for a rann of tiip, for he 
$<mld drink as well as they, they faid ; and he 
iaving been a companion wiih them in fifh- 
tng, they made very fice wiih him, fd he 
ibut tip.' By this time the meeting was ex- 
ceeding numerous, and continued enl.argin^j 
very much : it came into my mind, to ftaud 
*p and take out my hible, which I did (for 
I always travelled with one in thofe days, 
fejiding a confiderable fervice in it at 'times) 
^d opened it, and put my finger ij;i it, m 
though I would take my text, but Tfticl 
aoihing for fome confiderable time, till £tll 
V^as quiet, for the people .continued in a 
great confufion for a while, till foitie of 
them obferved my book; then they began 
to quiet' and ftill one another, urgirig as a 
leaibn for it, that I had the word of God 'in 
my kand^ fuch a great regard ihcy paid to 
ttiy bible; aitd in a little time all. was. quiet 

O 2 . . . :. 
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and (till : then I opened my tnouth and fald^ 

Behold^ I avi an Englifiman ; and enumeia^ 
led the many lauds and placets I had travelled j 
in, but had never met wiih any people cfj 
i'lich a behavior as ihil'e were; referring lo  
ihem to advife me, -what account I mujl givt \ 
of the people of Newbury at my return into i 
England. A good, comely, genileman-hke wian, 
laid, inexculc for thL* behavior of the people, 
Sir^ as for womnis preaching wt hold it un^ 
lawful^ bccavfe St. Paul hath Jorbid it^ there- 
fore toe think it not proper to give them a \ 
iienring : and as Jor the man^ tue know hii»- 
perhaps bttter ihan.ycu^ and cannot think hm 
qualijied. Jor that .undertaking-; hut ycu Jiem\ 
to be a gentleman of fenfe^ and we ii^ili h€ar\ 
yoij. 1 replied, that as for toomens pre4ichingy\ 
it is allowed a dilputable point from Paui'si 
words, yet neverthqlefs, li any of you are; 
^fter this meeting is over/} willing to liear' 
>h^tl*have to fay in favor of it, i (hall be 
billing lo give you the beft account I can,; 
why. J think iijs lawful : and if any of you, 
♦can fliew better reafons a,e,ainft it, I (ball a* 
vvil!ii)|jly hear them. And as for the young 
ii^itrj, I grant you may, as he is a neighbor, 
Jiave had a much better knowledge of his 
fprmer coodliil in life, than I can pretend to; 
but allovving that he may have, in time pa/^, 
bee'a loofe, tbat argues aot againft giving h;m 
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ahcaring: for how know you, but that as 

Saul did, he might condemn his palt hie, and 

give you an example, by his pref'cnt conouct, 

to reform , for which reafons you ought to 

4ave heard with patience what he had to fay 

to you, The fame gentleman rephed, I fald 

,mry rights they o^fght to kave heard him : but 

J pray you /peak zuhat you have to fay JrecHy ; 

nnd I charge allprejent to make no dijiurb- 

4ncc or interruption ; ifihey do^^ in the queen's 

name J will.comrait them. By which words 

I found he. was in the commiffion of the peace; 

j^nd then I began, that reUgion without right- 

pcoufncfs was ufclcfs,, aT)d could not profit 

ihofe who profeffi^d it. And going on, I came 

in the courfe of my fervice to recite the great 

improvement true religion made on the minds 

*pf thofe who lived in it, in giving them power 

^^ver their lulls and paflions : repeating that 

;-of James i. 26. 1/ any man among you feem 

\io he religious^ and bridleth not his tongue^ 

hut deceiveth hisoxvn hearty this man's religion 

is 'vain. One out of the thronoi; lajcJ'^ Sir^ 

you impofe upon wi, there is nofuch text. I 

made a full (top, and turned to it; and there 

were many bibles then appeared. I repeated 

chapter and verfe, and rhev turned to it. — • 

Then I afked ihem, if they had it? They 

replied, they had. Then I read both the 2fith 

and 27di verlcs, and alkcd if it wasfo in their 
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bibles ; they anfwcred that it was. ^ I th^ 
delired them to confider, whether I that re«» 
peated the text, or he that faid there was 
no iuch text, was mojl in the right. Then I 
went on with my opening, carefully mitidiog: ! 
my guide; and in the courfe of the doQrine | 
I had in my view, J came to treat of faith, 
and dillinguifhed between true and falfe faith, 
file wing, that notwiihftanding we might give 
our alfent to the trutji 5f that called. the apo- 
ftles creed, or any other made and drawn up 
by men, and that we might be zealous lb  
difpute and contend for the truth of thefe j 
creeds, in the wording part of them ; yet foe \ 
all that, if we did not. lead Chriftian lives, j 
we were ftill but wuhtWtvtxs -, for faith wiih* \ 
out works is dead^ the text tells us. At which j 
lad words one cries out, ycit impofe upon aJ, ! 
there is no fucli text. I immediately (topped, . 
and turned to it, and quoted it^ and they all. 
who had bibles made fearch. There beings j 
profound lilence, I read the text, afking, if 
it was Jo in their books? They all. re|)flietl, \ 
it was. I made the fame remark as before;- 
and then I went on, diilinguifliing bejtweep 
true and falfe faith, plainly^-demonftratipg 
from Scripture, that faith was much diflfcrenl 
from what many took it to be. And indeed 
truth was .-eminently, preached that day, and 
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ftcfe ims a cohfiderable tendiernefs amongft 
tbe people, and the meeting ended well. 

When I came dut the gentleman came to 

ime, and I acknowledged his kindnefs towards 

US; and it foddenly came before me to fpe^k 

Vith a loud voice in the ftreet, and to delire, 

^at if any one was at a lofs^ and did not 

undkrltand any part of what I had faid, or 

thought I had fpoken any thing not agreeing 

to fcripture, I would then defire them to let 

me know it, and not mifreprefent any thing 

I had faid when I was gone. The gentleman 

made anfwer on behalf of the people thus ; 

{NoM can have any oljeHion^ for I never 

^ heard the word better preached in my time. — 

And then I told them I was ready to let them 

know my reafons, why I thought women^ 

properly and duly qualified, might preach 

lawfully, on Conditions I might have their 

reafons to the contrary. 

Tbe gentleman, who Undertook ftill to 
fpeakon behalf of the company (who (laid to 
hear ^nd fee) fajd, Here is none here will 
undertake to difpute with you upon this^ or any 
other p^int of religion : but I dejire you will 
favor me, with a promife to have another meet- 
ing here^and I wilt get feme of the bejl writers 
the country will afford^ la take down your fer^ 
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man. Bat he little knew (hat \hk wan na gteat 
iudac^meot to my coramg there again : bat*-' 
ever, be prcfled it very clofe, which I excufed 
ID the belt manner I co»uld ; aa fiot knowing' 
that I (houM or ihould nox i aad after (earn 
c^rncft prcfliug of me to g^^lo kii houfecof 
reficih aayfelt, which i likcwife defired to be* 
excufed ici, by reafan we gave expettation t» 
go to our ioii, and we cnuLd not ftay much 
longer, bccaufe aight would coioe upon m; 
we pafied in good refpcB and harmony toaK 
appearance, aiul my heart was filled wiih thank* 
faliiefs and comlort that we got over chsit day's' 
work fo well. - 

Now being clear of thefe parta I retumedi 
viiuing the meetings of friends, and fandr^ 
other places^ a$ in particular Cape- Ann^ whert; 
I met with great oppofuion ; the cafe was thui^t • 

At Cape-Ann fundry friends were defkolia! 
of a meeting, and more fo, becaufe that feve*^ 
ral young m^n^ who were friends, refided there 
while they built a ftiip. Accordingly I imcm^ 
and feveral friends went with me, and ve got? 
there early on a feventhday, and gaveiaotictfi 
of a meeting, which was to good fatt^sftifan^ 
and it being a new thing, it was very larger 
the people de^red another^ which was grant- 
ed : and betweefi meetings, fome gave ihar- 
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pfttchet notice, vt^ bad but a fmalt ccmgre* 

fuion that day, sklvifinig him to look after his 
ock^ it being tes^ duty. Accordingly he 
CBifie befo^ it% meeting ended^ widi Teveral 
o£ his elders, and was very noirfy. Firft, he 
W9f«ild prove w«ter ^aptifm, from the text, 
to te an opdiilaffice dP Chrift. I replied; 
what form of ^watet baptifiti would he prove 
fo ? To whscti he anfwered evafively, not 
being MriHing to be tied to one more than ano- 
4ier. But after fome further pro's and con's, 
be was by his owfi people pre ft to vindicate' 
his G^wn pr2l£lice, which wais fprinkling. Then 
he fold, that was plainly proved by our Sav- 
iDt*s word«, fufftr little children to come unto 
M», &rc. 1 fhewed him his miftake; that with* 
out perverting that text, it could not be ap- 
plied to fprinkling of irifants in any wife : but 
<iur Savior's words, in that place, referred to 
the.ftaie of innocency that fuch fhould expe- 
rience, to be like little children in their minds, 
as^ free firom all manner of vice and wicked- 
nefe, before they were fit and prepared for the 
kiv^om of beaven;, whkh fprinkling with el- 
ementary watcrcould not do for them. Open- 
ing more at large the ftate of the new birth 
and regeneration ; in doing which he would 
ofttti brtiak in upeni me, but his own people 
cried (hame, for the interruption he gs^ye, ad- 
ding, when I had done he il%o»ld be neard.*— 
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But he was To much out about the proof of 
fprinkling infants by our Savior's words, that 
I found he was very weary of the difpute, and 
willing to drop it, and would go on upon per^ 
fedion. I urged him to clear up baptifoi iirft^ 
as we were upon it, he urgii^ both he and 
his people were fati^fied about it. I. then alk^ 
ed why he did begin upon it ? To (hew us 
our errors, he replied. So finding nothing 
was like to come of it, but tumult and notie, 
we preffed it no further. Then he charged 
us with being inan error about perfe&ion. 
I defined to know wherein. He was very 
unwilling to fliew wherein. So that one of 
his hearers . reproved him very {harply, for 
his abounding in fo many charges of fuppofed 
errors, and proving nothing ; adding, that it 
did not fuit bis itation as a minifter, whofe 
work it was, or ought to be, to fet people to 
rights, and to ftiew them wherein they were 
wrong, and not to heap up charges of errors, 
without (hewing any thing of proof that they 
were fo, which could by no means be a way 
to convince and inform tbofe in error* At 
which pertinent rebuke, he left u% foaie^ 
though very few, going with him. J then 
dc fired the people to fit down, and be ftitl ^ 
which they readily complied with ; ^nd after 
a (hort paufe, it was with me briefly to fpeak 
to each point, explaining, as well as J could, 
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lir fo' Aort a* time, the dbSrine of outward 
h^ptirm* to be butafigirre of the inward, as 
outward cifcuntcifiort was of the inward, viz, 
of the heart; and Irkewife fetting forth the 
new birth and regeneration* in'as clear a light 
«» rime would pernrit ; with perfeQion and 
cIc6kionj and reprobation ^ all which, though 
iHit very briefly touched' upon, took up a 
oonfiderable' time, fo that the night was above 
half fpent confiderably. When I had done, 
tBe people were exceeding quiet and civil, 
and declared their faiisfaftion, wifhing their 
minifter had likewife* ftaid^ for he could not 
Ikve gainfaid what was fpoken to each point. 
^me few of them (laid a fliort time after, 
idefiring, thejr might have more fuch meetings, 
«ttd we* parted' in nruch love and fweetnefs ; 
in parttcdar^ that elder Vho reprehended* the 
imnifttr, ashe called him, faid. Religion could' 
)it&rr proffer^ fo loivg as ii was made a trade 
of>t6 get hrmi by ; and he feemed convinced, 
lipt' both the doftrine and praSice of their 
pWfple^virere inconiiitem with primitive reli- 
gitfci and our Savior's doctrine. And thus 
Vj^clofed our conference and took leave. 

;Fr6Tn''thence I returned towards Rhode- 
IlhiTdv taking my leave, as not expefting to 
fee them again this journey. 

P 
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I went from Rhodejfland, to Block-Ifland^ 
where were a few friends, but much hurt by 
lewd company, fuch as privateers men and j 
the like, but all the inhabitants came to meet- 
ing, and were very fober and willing to hear. 
One Ebenezer Slocum, a fine minifter, was j 
^ith me in this ifland, and ^e had three or 
four meetings among them : then I returned 
to Rhode-Ifland again, and was at two large 
meetings with friends, then took my folemh > 
leave : and I had a meeting in Conneflicut, 
at which were many friends from both Rhode- , 
Ifland and Narraganfet; a fine folid meeting ] 
it was. Then I went to Narraganfet, and i 
had two or three meetings there, and took | 
jny lea'^e and came to New-London, andi fo 
for Lpng Ifland, and at the eafl end of it had ! 
fome meetings, where both friends and others ' 
were glad of my coming. I had many meet- 
ings in feveral places, and there was great 
flocking to meetings, and very great opennefs 
amongft the people in thofe parts. A friend 
told me, that George Keith had pfoppled, as 
a means to prevent the growth of Quakerifm, 
as he called it, the making of a law to reftrain 
friends from travelling, fave to their own 
meetings; for he faid,, it was the travelling 
preachers that kept the Quakers up fo flrong 
in countenance. This was thought by fome 
hot bigots a likely way to put a flop' to the 
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increafe of the Quakers, which had infcQed 
almofl; the whole country ; but by people of 
moderation and fenfe hifled at. But to the. 
"matter : there was a very large meeting at 
Weftbury on the plain, called a yearly meet- 
ing, to which molt c/Fihe friends of the ifland, 
and many of the better fort of the Weft end 
of it came, it being known tliat I fhould take 
my leave there ; and I was very much open- 
ed, in felling forth the difference between 
the true and falfe minifters, and the true and 
falfe worfliip; and there being fome of Keith's 
friends, they threatened to have me taken up 
again ; but I found that truth was over them, 
and they could do no more than (how their 
icethj tor they could not bite. 

After this meeting I left the ifland, and 
went into the jerfeys by Staten-Ifland to 
Woodbridge, Shrewfbury, CrofTwicks, and 
back to Egg-harbour, vifuing friends, and (q 
back to Philadelphia to the yearly-meeting, 
which was very large, and I had good fatisfac- 
tion in being there. Here fundry of my dear 
friends from Long- Ifland met me, in particu- 
lar, my dear friend Samuel Bowne and his 
worthy wife, who was a good mother in Ifrael; 
with this good woman I left fifteen pounds to 
defray fonrie charges my good friends had been 
at about my imprifonment, for chamber rent>* 
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and a prefent they made the keeper, which J 
was unwilling to have ihem .pay^ living »1ao- 
ney plenty, that I earned in pnfpn by iboe- 
making ; but my dear friends would not per- 
mit it, but returned it rne by S^lTOuel iJowtie, 
vho uicd To many arguff ents, thajt it did xxqh 
look well for the^n to fufier it,»by reafon ix 
would be a reproach on them, and loqk^a^ 
though 1 did not count them worthy to tceac 
n>e as a mini Her; fo rather than bring a|i 
imeafmefs upon my br^threu, I took it agaia* 

From Philadelphia I accompanied thcfe xaf 
friends going on their way horne, about thirty 
miles, as far as Crofwiclss, vifiting that meet- 
ing and Burlington, took my leave there and 
came to the Falls meeting, and fo vifitedall 
the meetings on that fide of t,he rive,r, down 
through the Welfh towns to Philadelphia; 
and taking my leave there alfo, went to Coa- 
cord and Chefter, vifiting fundry npieetings, 
making towards Maryland : a Welfl^i friend, 
named Ellis Pugh, who propofed to coiqc 
over wiih me to viflt his friends in W;a,les, 
was now with me, and we came into Mary- 
land, and took pur paffage'^home with a friend, 
whofe name was Daniel iNJi^ud, but he coujid 
not be ready to fail under twto months ; fo my 
companion returned to his faitftiiv, and I viii.t- 
^cd Virginia and Carolma^ ^nd hacivgopd fatis- 
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ftftion. I took my leave and returned to the 
ftip, and found my dear friend Ellis Pugh, 
laboriitg among friends in Maryland. In a 
little time the fliip fell down the bay to Kick- 
^tan, where the fleet made up, waiting for con- 
voy, and in a few weeks the fleet came togeth- 
er, being very large; but many fhips had taken 
io great damage by flaying fo long in the 
country, that they could not bear the fea, and 
federal foundered, and fome put back to un- 
load, and have their fliips repaired. We had 
a long palTage, but arrived fafe, landing at 
'Portrmouth in the tenth month 1706, and 
vifited only a fmall meeting at Portfmouth, 
and took coach for London, where I ftaid to 
vifit the meetings in the city, and afterwards 
^ent down to Wiltfhire quarterly-meetingg. 
where was fome uneafinefs ampngft friends, 
but happily reconciled* 
• . 

I then went into Somerfetfhire to vifit my 
friend, being under an engagement of marriage 
to her, as before hir>ted, where I ftaid a few 
Weeks, and vifited fundry meetings in that 
neighborhood, and fo for Briflol, where I ftaid 
a Week or ten dayf», then went pretty direGlly 
I'tto the qorth, which I called my home, ^nd 
glad I was to be amongft my old friends again. 

Pa 



174 Thj£ life AMD TRAVELS ow 

Having vifitcd the meetings in oar omiii 
couniy, and delivered up my certificate, giv- j 
ing an account of my travels, at next monib- 1 
\y meeting I acquainted friends with aiy in- 1 
tended marriage, having a few lines from under '■ 
my intended wife's hand, as likewife from her 
parents, (hewint^ all their confent. And I 
defired a certificate from the meeting, and 
perfons were appointed, as is afual in the like 
cafe, to make enquiry of my clearnefs ; and 
in the inicrina the quarterly meeting for Cum- \ 
berland happened to be at Carlifte, whither I ; 
went. The meeting was exceeding large, 
and I had great faiisfaBion in being there. I 
I vifited a few meetings in Cumberland, but; 
was limited for time, being obliged to beat 
the next monthly meeting to have my ccrtifi-| 
cate to prefent in Somerfetfhire, in order to 
proceed towards my marriage. 

By this tin>c the fpring was advanced, at>d 
my worthy friend James Wilfon offered bis 
company to go to my marriage ; accordingly 
we.fct forward, and took in our way the year- 
ly meeting ax Middlewich, which was very 
large, and fundry weighty friends were there: 
i had great fati&faftion and comfort in being 
there. So we took meetings, as they fuited, 
in our way : and I found my companion un- 
der a great concern to fpeak fomcihing ia 
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iiDt€Ung«, bui very backward and loaih to 
give up to it; btit I gave him what encour- 
agemrcnt I could : and ir> Tewkefbury meet- 
ing, after forae ftruggle in himfelf, he ftood 
up, and appeared very much to his own, and 
friends comfort, and fo in every meeting after 

:till we came to Briftol ; and indeed he ap- 

, peared more like an eider in the ^ork than a 
babe. JBut at Briftol he did not get through 

I what he had before hirn to his liking, and fat 
down under very great difcouragcment, but 

' 1 cheered hini up as well as I could, by giving 
him an account of my experiences; and when 
We came to the little country meetings again, 
he did finely, and gathered ftrength and ex- 
perience in the work very faft. 

We came to my intended fatherin-law'j 
houfe^ and went to their monthly meeting, 
where I and my friend propofed our intended 
k marriage, which was taken notice of. And 
then Briftol yearly meeting coming on, we 
Vfent thitber, £^nd met our worthy fiiend Tho- 
mas Camm, who intended to be at our mar- 
riage. After the yearly meeting wa^ over at 
Briltol, Thomas Camm took a meeting or 
two in the way, but my friend James and I 
leturned back, in order for me to get clear 
of the monthly meeting, and likewife 10 pro- 
vide ourfelves necefl'aries for the wedding, 



jjS The LIFE AN» TRAVELS OF 

which was to be accomplifhed the ► week fol- 
io wing, at a iBeeting on purpote at Puddi* 
more, and it was a very large meeting, fundry 
public friends befides Thomas Camni being 
there. 

The yearly meeting at* London coming of\^ 
I ftaid but a few days with n^^wife; I would 
have had her gone with me, but her mother 
was taken ill of a feverifh diforder, and was 
very weak, for which reafon (he was not cafy 
to go : fo j[ was obliged to leave her to nurfc 
her mother, who in a few days grew much 
better, but I had firft a fweet opportunity 
with the family, and one or two friends more 
in her chamber* and the fpirit of prayef came 
on James, and he was drawn forth very 
largely, and very devoutly. After which 
(not without fome conhderable reluflance) 
we parted for a ihori time, and James and 
I fct out for London, and that meeting was 
very large, and friends there were willing I 
fhould give fome account of my travels, which 
I was much afraid of; but being called upon 
in the meeting, I did it, and came offmuch 
better than 1 cxpeQed : fundry friends ex- 
preffing their approbation of it. 

As foon as the meeting was over, dc^r 
James and 1 had a heavy parting ; but as I 
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ifeas going -to my wife, that helped to cheer 
(ay heart a little. I came direttly home with- 
out taking any «iieeting, having, my dear friend 
fiapies Salter, and fundry others who bad 
een at the yearly meeting, in company. — 
Aod now I Itaid with ray dear wife, and went 
3f.ery Uttle abroad for more than twelve 
iiopths, having very great comfort and fat- 
i&fadion in my married (tate, my wife being 
a trae fymtpathjzer with me in all the exer- 
i^^ which I often was under^ of one kind 
pj a«>other ; as fometimes I feared how we 
^ould go on in the world; and fhe would 
ffften -fey, if we get bu:t little, w« will fpend 
fefe ; md if we fave a little out of our get- 
tof«, Wjc fb,all do well enough, J ana not at 
«J1 feajrful of it, neither wouUd I have thee. 
Then I was jealous that my miniftry i^as 
^tfo living as it had ban before I was mar- 
^^^; ^qd ma^ng jviy t-rouble and uneaGnefs 
*b^Wt.it ^ffipwn to my wife, ftie would en- 
^ypr to diff^ade me from fuch thoughts, 
bidding, .thece was ,no reafon for it ; fo that 
I JQUnvd her M) be a help^matc indeed. 

Then fthdi^g a cooeem to vifit Ireland, I 
^c<^^^*ini(ed hef iherjewith^ and ihe gave me up 
fo freely an4 cbeerfjuUy, ihat it was like a 
«iCKdia,l to flPLe; faying that flie expefted I 
KQul4 oftefi leave her, and ibat ihe .had refol* 
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ved in herfelf before marriage, fhe would ne^ 
ver hinder my miniftry if fhe could poHibly 
avoid it, and fhe hoped that the Lord would 
ftrcngthen her,- and make that eafy to her. 

So accordingly, about the fifth month 170S, 
I applied to the monthly meeting for a certify 
icate, which I had, and then took fliippipg^at 
Minehead, and landed at Cork, where I ttaid 
two or three meetings to good fatisfaftion : 
then I went to Charlevill and Limerick, vifit- 
ing the meetings along that fide of the nation 
to Colrain, and I found very hard work irr 
many places, and in fome meetings was quitd 
Ihut up ) but I found, where the people whcr 
did not profefs with us came in plentifully, 
it was not fo, but there was an open door; 
and that worthy friend, and heavenly- mindedj 
meek, and divine preacher, Gilbert Thomp- 
fon, was there at the fame time : and when 
we converfed about it, I found he was, much^ 
as I was, fhut up, and found it very hard work' 
in fome places to get forward ; and as he waw* 
in experience and age much my fuperior, I* 
requefted what he thought might be the rea-' 
fon, why itfeemed more dead amongjl friendi 
in this nation now^ than in fame other f laces ? 
He gave this as a reafon, That the profejfor] 
of truth in that nation tuere very JlriQ ani 
-exaB in fome things^ and placed much in out- 
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V«rd appearance, ii*^ too much negleSlei thd 
reformation and change of the mind, and hav- 
ing the iniide thoroughly cUanfed from pride 
and iniquity ; for thou knowefi^ faid he, the 
kaven of the Pharifees was always hurtful to 
ike Ufe of religion in allfhapes. Yet never- 
thelefs we found a brave living people in that 
nation, and great encouragei^ent there was 
to vifit frefh places, 

I came from Colrain to Lurgan, Mount- 
Allen, and fundry fmall meetings thereabout, 
•sHillfborough, Li{bon,4iafFer-Ifland, and fo 
Ip Drogheda, friends having a meeting-houfe 
in that town, but few came to meeting, there 
bcing.no friends in the town except two men. 
From thence I went for Dublin, then vifited • 
|he nxeetings towards Wicklow, Waterford, 
Ind fo to Cork, and had a large meeting at 
Kiniale, it being the (irft meeting in the meet* 
^g-houfe that friends had built there. Friends 

9 that kingdom are highly to be commended, 

10 not fparing charge for the accommodating 
ipeetings, either by building or hireing places 
for that fervice. 

By this lime the half yearly-meeting at 
Dublin came on, but nothing very remarka- 
ble happened there. I tot)k my leave of 
friends, and when clear, I left the city, and 
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mj dear friend Jofeplr GiR accompanied me 
about three weeks. He did not then appe« 
as a minifter in meetings, but was under grcsft 
exercife, and I was fatis6ed he was under a- 
very conGderable influence of divine goodncfv \ 
which would be manifeftcd by his comingforth j 
in the minittry in due time, which accordingly 
came to paf&j for in a few weeks after h\s 
return, he appeared very acceptable in tlw^ 
miniftry, and became a ferviceable man in . 
the work.. 

After we parted* went onr for Cork, \n'\ 
iM-der to take, ftiipping home,, which I did, boll 
the wind not favoring us for almoft three 
weeks, gave me fomc uneafmefs, becaufe I 
had wrote to my wife, that I intended coming 
fooner ; and I heard afterwards fome of our 
neighbors had reporxed, that I with the Ihip 
was taken into France; but my ppor wife bore 
up bravely under it. When the wind fpnang 
up fair, the mafter fet fail, but we were but 
juft got clear of the river before ir veered 
againll us y fo the maften propofed we might 
fetch Waterford, and thought it would be 
better to do fo than go back to Cork ; accord- 
ingly we all agreed, and got there by the clofe 
of the evening, being feventh-day j I ftaid 
the firft-day meeting, which, was very much 
to fatisfadion, and I was opened in the excel- 
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lencjr of the gofpet. On fecond-day we fet 
ftil again, and got into Minehead in about 
forty eight hours, and I pofted home by 
firidgewater, and met with a hearty and kind 
welcome from all our family, more efpecially 
iny dear wife, having fpent in Ireland fome- 
^hat more than eighteen weeks. 1 1 fbon got 
abroad that I was come home, and many- 
friends, from feveral neighboring meetings, 
came to vifit me, and we had great comfort 
in one another. 

Now I had nothing to do but vifit " the 
meetings around me, which were pretty nu- 
merous : but one thing came upon me pretty 
much, and thiat was, to put myfelf into fome 
buiinefs to get bread. Some propofed one 
way, fome another. London and Briftol were 
both propofed, but I could not fee my way 
to either of them : and what I fhould do in 
the country, being ignorant of farming, I faw 
"not yet. At laft it was propofed that i might 
with a little charge make a conveniency to 
make a little malt, in which, when an appren- 
tice, I had fome experience, being then ufed 
to it, I accordingly did, but my ftock was 
very fmall, but fome kind friends lent me 
fome mopey, and I found it anfwer better 
than I expeded, fo that I was encouraged to 
proceed; anc^ in about three years time I 

Q 
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found it anfwcrcd very well, fo that I wcgat' 
on with pleafure, and took great care^ and 
was very diligent in my bufinefs, and in at-; 
tending all meetings that I could reach in a: 
morning's ride, as I found a concern fo to do; 
and the comfort and happinefs I enjoyed was 
great, for I could entertain my friends with a 
lodging and other neceflaries in a plain way^ 
which was very agreeable to us both ; and 
mod friends that came, took a bed with me 
one or two nights, as bed fuited their conve- 
niency in their journey. 

i 

But in a little time a ftorm arofe : the par-! 
fon of the parifh having had nothing fromj 
our family for thirteen years and upwards, of 
his fmall tithes, and other church-dues, (as 
he ftiled them) got a fummons for me to 
meet him before the jufticc; but before the 
time came I wrote him a few lines to know 
his demand, and he wrote me a long letter in 
anfwer thereto. And. I replied to his anfwer. 
All which are hereunto annexed. The time 
came, and fome other friends were convened 
by other priefts from other parifhes at the 
fame time. When I was called, there were 
two juftices, one Edward Phillips, Efq. of 

Montacute, and — Harben, Elq. of New- 

ton : Phillips was very rough and boifterous 
in words, and Harben altogether as mild, 
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iifing fundry arguments to perfuade me to 
pay it myfelf, or fuffer fome other perfon to 
pay it, being very earneft that I fhould fuffer 
min to pay it for me, and he would not de-' 
iire to have it all together; fuppofing I might 
not fo well fpare what the parfon demanded at 
once. I told him I was very much obliged 
to him for his kind offer, believing his inten- 
tion was to ferve me in«t, but I could by no 
means accept it, without injury to my own 
mind, it being a matter that concerned my 
confcience, which I defired to keep void of 
ofFence towards God. He took me into ano- 
ther room, and was very earneft to have it 
made up ; urging, that it tvasjo much in air- 
rears^ thai it was beyond their power to end it^ 
and it mujl be put into the exchequer^ and that 
would be very chargeable^ which^ fays he, 
muJl fail vpon you at lajl. I told him that I 
could do nothing to make it up : and having 
conferred, fome time, we went in again, and 
he fpoke to the efl^eft following, That he was 
very for ry he could not ferve us^ as we were 
both his neighbors and friends (meaning the 
parfon and me) and told the parfon it would 
he tineajy to us both ; and would have us aid 
it between ourf elves, I faid, If it were a.- 
matter of juft debt that I was fatisfied was. 
my neighbor's due, I (hould foon end it with 
neighbor Ray, and be as willing to pay as he 
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was to receive it; but as it was not of that, 
nature, I could by no means do it. So I was 
difmined, and irf a little time ferved with an 
exchequer procefs; and in fi few months after^ 
in the next term, I was taken up in my way 
for Briftol, where I was going about my bu- 
linefs, and put into jail. But when the parfoa 
had got me there he was very uneafy indeed, 
fo that he could not take his reft, and told his 
attorney If he lojl all his claim^ he could by no 
means keep me there^for he had no rejl or qui- 
ttnefs of mind night nor day. So accordingly 
the attorney came to the keeper in lefs than ten 
days' time, in the attorney's name^defiring him 
to let rr.C '^o home to look after my bufineis; 
which I accordingly did, and in a few days 
went my journey to Briftol ; and when I bad 
done my bufinefs there, took a little turn into 
Wiltfhire, and fpent about two weeks jn vifit- 
ang fundry meetings, and fo returned home. 

Then I advifed my friends at the meeting 
for fufFerings in London, how it ftood ; who 
advifed me, that the parfon could not proceed 
farther, as he had taken me up and put me in- 
to jail : fo I heard no more of it all that winter; 
but in the fpring a diftant relation of our fam- 
ily came to my wife when I was from home, 
and deflred her to lend him ten pounds, for 
he was going to a fair, being a conlidcrablc. 
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grazier. She had no thoughts about the par- 
Ton's demands, that being a much larger fum, 
and he being a diflenter, and having done me 
the like favor, fhe lent it him, and he gave her 
his note accordingly. My wife, Avhen I came 
home, told me what (he had done, and I faid 
it was very well, miftrufting nothing of any 
trick in the matter ; but as he came in my ab- 
fence to borrow it, fo in like manner he came 
in pretence to pay it, addrefling himfelf to my 
wife to this efFeft ; Dear coujin^ ify^''^ ^^^ ^^^P 
me to that note^ I had bejl pay it ; you knbxv I 
borrowed it ofyou^ and Jhall pay it to you. So 
flie very innocently brought his note, and he 
tore it immediately ; and putting his hand into 
his pocket, takes out and throws down to her, 
the parfon's receipt for the ten pounds, in full 
of all demands for tithes to that time. My 
poor wife was under a very great furprife, 
urging, it would be a very great uneajintfs to 
me. Your hufband, faid he, is, we allow, a - 
man of fenfe, but in this he is a ftubborn fool; 
and I would have paid it out of my own pock- 
et, rather than he (hould have ruined you and 
himfelf, which this exchequer fuit would foon 
have done, if it had gone on ; for his original 
demand is fourteen pbunds and upwards, and 
he hath been at forty or fifty (hillings charge 
already, and you muft have paid ihat and ten 

Q 2 



i86 The LIFE and TRAVELS of 

times more if it had gone on, which now I 

have cleared for ten pounds ; 1 think you are 

exceeding well ofF. Ay hvJt^ faid (he, we look 

42t inward peace more than all that^ and IJhall 

be blamed for being privy to the contrivance^ 

and beget ajealoufy in fny hujband ab<nU other 

diff'airs. Oh! my dear couiin, trouble not 

yourfelf about that, faid he, for 1 can clear 

you, that you are as innocent of it as a new 

born babe : and I know I could not have 

brought it about with your hufband, for he 

would have ftarted fo many queftions, thai I 

could not poffibly have brought it about-any 

other way, than by ploughing with his heifer. 

When ray wife told me of it, which was n€ii 

prefently, it troubled me, to have my teftimo- 

ny thus evaded by this undermining tricky 

which was, in the man that did it, defigned for 

our goodtio doubt, and the note that he gave 

for the money being dedroyed, I had nothiog 

to (hew under his hand for the money, and 

what to do in it I was at a lofs : but I thought 

it beft to convene the elders, and let them 

know how it flood, and to be advifed how I 

might clear my teftimony, and my dear wife 

and felf, from having any hand in this deceitful 

trick ; which I accordingly did, and they were 

ffttisfied we were clear of the contrivance, but 

did not know what to do to fatisfy others about 

it; one friend was for fuing him that had thus 



SAMUEL BOWNAS* 187 

irkked xm for the ten poitods : hfMt others 
thought fuch an aft would do more Hurt than 
good, and thought it by no means advifable 
:toa6l any farther, than to go to my kinfman 
Md iet him know^ that what he had done in 
the cafe, though by him intended for a kind- 
«efs, yet it had the contrary cffeift on our 
aainds, fo that although he intended to ferve 
Bs, it proved a differvice, and to requeft that 
for the future he would never ferve us fo again. 
Jri due time my wife and I took an opportun- 
Jty, and difcourfcd the matter over with him 5 
•laod he to excufe it, faid, he little thought we 
wouid take it fo much amifs as we had, hav- 
iflg, as he thought, no reafon for it, and won- 
dered .our friends Ihould be fo ftubborn as to 
contend againft law ; and be could not bear 
to think we (hould be ferved as Mr, Banlom 
and Mr. Tilley were ; and indeed^ if it were 
Again to do, I fliould do the fame, laid he. — 
Robert Bantom and William Tilley were two 
very great fufferers by exchequer proccfs, both 
very hooeft fincere friends. Thus was this 
aiFair ended* The firft letter I wrote the par- 
fon, with the parfon's anfwer, and my reply, 
•^c hereunto annexed, viz. 
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<* Lymingtoni the i $th of the j^h Montht June, 1712. 

" Ntighhdr Ray, 

"SINCE thou art pleafcd to proceed a- 
gainft me by juftice's warrant, I defire thou 
wouldft be pleafed to let me know what thou 
demanded; elfe, how Ihall I be able to make 
my defence ? . I think thy people this year 
and laft were very unreafonable in thfeir taking, 
having both years (modeftly computed) taken 
above one eighth part of my hay : and 
Brook's never, as I am informed, paid any in 
kind till thou came into the parifh ; but now 
for nine-pence the three acres, thou haft taken 
every year hay worth eight or nine fhillings 
per annum at leaft. As for arguments between 
us, for or againft, I fuppofe them needlefs, 
but I take it very hard to be fo treated from 
a man of thy pretenfions. I believe thou 
wouldft not, if in my cafe, like fuch treat- 
ment; not that I murmur or repine becaufe 
my goods are taken away on this account, 
being perfuaded that it is my duty aclively to 
refufe a compliance with the laws that com- 
mand tithes ; and if I muft, as I have already, 
fuffer the fpoiling of my goods, I hope paf- 
fively to fubmit and bear it. This I con- 
elude with defires of good for thee and thine 
every way, 

" Samuel Bownas." 
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" SIR, 

" I HAVE been above thirteen years in the 
pariOi^ and have not given the family any 
ditturbance, though the arrears which are due 
to me are confiderable ; fo that you have no 
reafon to complain of hard ufage fron> me, 
iMit rather to jhank me for my kindnefs, in 
bearing this injuftice fo long, 

" You do not think, when you go to law 
with one another, or with fome of thofe who 
differ from you, that you fpoil their goods, 
yhen yoii put them to charges, that you may 
force them to do you juftice. And why, 
pray you, ihould it' be thought a fpoiling of 
your goods, when we do nothing more than 
you do yourfclves, when you think you are 
wronged ; that is, endeavor to recover our 
own ? For I demand nothing of you but 
what I Hnow to b€ mine before I receive it. 

♦« You might as well make an entry upon 
our glebe lands, or upon any thing elfe we 
poffcfs, as to feize upon the tithes, to which we 
have no more title than to the other, unlefs you 
have bought them, as 1 am fure you hav^ not^ 

" For every, body who underft^inds thefe 
things will tell you, that wlipn fyph lands a> 
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are tithefrce, are Told or let, they are for that 
reafon valued at an higher price, and the lord 
or feller makes the tenant or purchafer pay 
for the tithe, as well as for the reft of the 
eftate : and that on the other hand, there is a 
proportionable abatement made to the pur- 
chafers and tenants of fuch lands as ar6 liabfe 
to the payment of tithes. And there is very 
good reafon for it, becaufe in that cafe, the 
tithes being no part of the landlord's proper- 
ty, he cannot make them over to another, or 
demand a price for that which he has not 
fold; and 4hofe who rent or purchafe his 
eftate, can claim no title by virtue of any 
conveyance or grant of his, but only to what 
he had a right to difpofe of himfelf ; fo that 
if you will needs, in this matter pretend con- 
fcience, you ought not to occupy any land 
but what is tithe-free. 

•* But if you think that this would be very 
grievous &nd inconvenient, you ought, when 
you occupy tithe- land, to permit us quietly 
to enjoy our tithes, which are a part of our 
freehold ; and to which we have the fame 
title as we have to our glebe, wherein you 
claim no propriety, as indeed you have no 
manner of title to the tithe. If you have, be 
pleafed to (hew it, and let as know from 
whom you had hf And if you have hone, as 



if 
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I know you have not, do not go to pretend 
confcience for invading your neighbors pro* 
perty. '. * 

** For my part I do not fee any reafon why 
you Ihould not aQively comply with the 
law for payment of tithes, as well as with 
that for taxes, as your friends have done over 
all the kingdom ever fmce the revolution; 
and fome of them have been colleftors, tho' 
the title of the aft of parliament did plainly 
£hew^ that the tax was for carrying on a war 
againtl France with vigor : and yet your 
friends, even thofe who have been of greateft 
reputation among you, and the champions of 
your caufe, have declared as much againft the 
lawfulnefs of all war, as they have done a- 
gainfl: the payment of tithes, and fometimes 
have ' carried the matter fo high, as to refufe 
the payment of money demanded of them for 
that purpofe; as Robert Barclay in his Apo- 
logy tells us, thty fuffered becaufe they would 
not p^yfor drums and colours^ and other mil- 
itary jurniiure. And this ibey did in the 
time of peace, when the militia met only to 
make a raree-fliow, and had at the place of 
rendezvous no other enemies to fldrmifli with 
but butterflies. Neverthelefs, fince the war 
angainft France began, your friends have giv- 
en the fame aftive obedienof. to the laws for 
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payment of taxes, as their fellow fubjeds 
have done; and I hope you, for the future, 
will do for the payment of tithes, which, 
according to your avowed principles, i^ as 
lawful as the payment of taxes for carrying 
on a war with vigor. 

** It is a vain thing to pretend confciencc 
to excufe oppreffion or covetoufnefs, for 
it rauft be one or either of thefe which makes 
any man take poiTeflion of what is not his 
own, but his neighbor's. 

** If we lived by the alms-bafket, and could 
claim nothing but what we might expeft from 
the benevolence of thofe from whom we naakc 
any demand of this nature, we could not 
blame you fd much : but the cafe is other- 
wife ; for we defire none of your benevolence, 
and we know the tithe is no part of your eftate^ 
and that you can claim no right to it, either 
by donation or purchafe. Therefore do not< 
go to call that your own which is not; ana 
being you difclaim all violence againft, or 
oppreffion of men upon the account of theH 
confcience, we may reafonably expeft fo muc 
tendcrnefs from you, that you would no 
opprefs us, becaufe we differ from you, a 
that you would not, under a pretence 
confcience, fci#e upon our eftaief?, and th 
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nrafce an outcry againft us, when we defire 
die affiftance of the civil magiftrate, for re- 
<*overing'any part of our properties or free- 
hoWs, as often as you unjuftly invade them. 
Surely we might' look for more equity from 
you, being we are members of that church, 
which in other refpefts permits you the free 
c*xercife of your religion, and has confirmed 
Ae fame by the late aft of indulgence, agreed 
upon by the bifliops, lords, and commons of 
our communion. An inftance of fuch mode- 
riation as was ilever fheWn to our church by 
ffiny other fe£l who had us under their power, 
whether Papifls, or fome violent and fierce 
ProteftantdifTenters, who perhaps would han- 
dle us as roughly as our predeceffors were by 
them, if Cod fliould again permit us to fall 
under their mertile fs hands, 

'• You fay, You tdUe it hard to be fo treated 
hy a man ofmyprctenjions^ and if it was fr 07m 
fame of the, fame cloth^ you would think it was 
like themfelvts. But why fhould it be thought 
inconfi (lent with my pretenlions, to demand 
what I know to be my own ? And why may 
2 not fay the fame to you, that I take it hard 
to be fo treated by a man of your pretenfuns, 
^ho profefs, that violence againfl thofe who 
differ from you, merely upon the account of 
their confcience, is unwarrantable ; and yet, 

R 



194 The LIFE and TRAVELJB or 

Contrary to this your profeflion, you feizd 
upon that which is mine, mine by as good a 
right as you have to your own eftate ; for you 
cannot fay that you have purchafed the tithes, 
or that any who had a title to difpofe of them 
did make them over to you ; ancl yet for aH 
that, you pretend confcience for the difturb- 
ance you give me, for» no other reafon, but. 
becaufe I am of a different communion from 
you. If this was done by fome who maintain, 
that violence againft men of another perfua- 
iion is meritorious, and that heretics ought 
not to be fuffered to live, I fhould think it was 
like themfelves ; though from you I might 
expe£l other things. But let that be as it wilt, 
I defire nothing from you but the profits of 
my own cftate, which you unjuftly wiih-hdld 
from me; and I am refolvcd, whatever you 
think or fay about the matter, that I wilt have 
my right. However, if you arc willing to 
live peaceably, I fhall be as moderate as you 
can expe£l, and for that reafon have referred 
this buiinefs to Mr. Smith, whom I have au- 
thorized to do as he thinks fit ; and am^ Sir, 

Your Friend and WctU'wiJhcr^ 

At the Parfonage-houle, 
July 24th, iriQ. 

*« William Ray." 
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LymingtoOi /^^ loth of th ^th'Month^ Auguft, 1712^ 

" Neighbor Ray, 

^^ ^^ SINCE thou haft advanced fome argq- 
/fnents for thy taking tithes, I have fomewhat 
to offer in anfwer thereunto, for my refufaU 

** tji^ T\\on art plea fed to write, / ought lo 
thank thee for fo7'b earing with this injujlicefo 
long ; but I take the refufal of paying tithes 
to be no injuftice. Therefore, &c. 

** ^dly. Thou fays, when I go to law with 
another for fome that differ from me) / do not 
think it f polling of their goods ; which I do not 
take to be a parallel cafe with this; for, (irft, 
if I go to law with any man, it (hall be for 
fome juft debt owing to me, for which he, 
whom I fo go to law with, fhall have received 
fome valuable confideration ;.but from thee 
. I have received none for the tithe of my in- 
creafe ; therefore it is not a parallel cafe. 

^* ^dly. He with whom I go to law (hall 
have no juft plea of confcience, becaufe if , 
I can have no plain demonftration that he had \ 
of me a valuable confideration for which I ' 
make my demands upon him, I will not go 
to law at all ; therefore it is not a parrallel 
cafe. 
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^^ 4^1 hly. If on fuch a foundation I jgo to 
law, and force my adverfe party to juftice by 
law, I conclude with tliee, it is not Jpoiling 
cj his goods. But to go to law, and by it take 
away people's goods, without fuch a valuable 
coniideraLion a« above^ is fpoiling of goods 
in my opinion, with a witnefs. 

• 
'* Thou writes me, I inay as well feize of 
the o^lebe-lands, or upon any thing elfe we 
poffefs, as upon the tithes. Ufider favor, | 
am of another mind ; becaiife I have no title 
to (hew for thy glebe-lands, or a^y thing jclfe 
thou enjoys : but for my land, the whole I 
take to be mine, without any referve or ex- 
ception whatfoevcr, as the writings that ^ive 
me my tide to it, do'fufficiently fet forth aod 
declare^ and I have given for it a valuaWc 
eonlid'eration, which thou never did for the 
tenth part thereof: therefore^ I am fure I 
have more right to it than iliou canlt pretend 
to, in juftice, equity and reafon; becaufe I 
have bought, without referve, the whole, 
and manured the fame at my own coft and 
charge; but thou hall bought no part thereof, 
nor been at any charge about improving it, 
that I know of. 

'* Thou further writes, that every hody thfit 
undey-Jlands thefe things^ will tell me^ when 
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Juch lands as are tithe free are/old^ for that 
reajon they are valued higher^ What argu- 
ment is that for the lawfulnefs of tithes, 
according to the gofpel, I conceive none at all. 

The next is, that if I occupy tithe-lands^ I 
mght quietly to permit you to enjoy the tithes : 
that is the matter in difpute, which ftiall in 
its place be fpoken to. 

Now I am come to thy argument about 
taxes, wherein thou endeavors to make us 
inconfiftenf with ourfelves, in a8ively com- 
plying with the law for taxes, but refufrng a 
cornplia»ce with the law for tithes, endeavor- 
ing thereby to lay tithes and taxes upon one 
foundation; in this alfo 1 differ from thee; 
for I underftand taxes to be paid as a civil 
debt, tribute or cullom, to Casfar : but tithes 
arc paid as a religious aft to God, and holy 
church, as in its place fhall be further fhewn. 

** Indeed our Savior faid. Render unto 
Casfar^ the things that are Coefar's ; and unto 
God, the things that are God's. Mark xii. 17. 
Now if we muft render to Casfar the things 
that arc Caefar's; and unto God the things 
that are God's, then it remains to be proved, 
that tithes are Ceefar's due, before they be 
demanded 9s his right. 

R 2 
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" But here is the grand objeflion of TnconJ 
fiftency ; that becaule we have fuffered for 
refuling to pay towards the militia for drums, 
and colours, &c. and yet aflively coioply 
^ith the law of taxes, which is to carry on a 
war with vigor, &c. infifting on R. Barclay's 
words to Itrengthen the objeftion; we are 
itill of ihe fame mind with R. Barclay, that 
wars and fightings are inconfijlent with the 
gofpel principles ; and when it is brovghl fa 
-near to %ls^ thai by law we are obliged to act 
both in perfon and eflate^ we in this cafe ckooje 
rather pa Jfively to jitffer^ than aBively to com- 
ply y /or covjcience-jake. And this is Hill our 
cafe, and a fuffering we lie under (with re- 
ipetl to the railitia) in nwny places, being % 
careful to walk by the rule of Cbrift's doc- 
irine; and yet do not hereby think aurfelves 
mconfiftent in aflively complying with the 
law of taxes, in rendering to Casfar the things 
that are Caefar*s, and be may do ^herewith 
what pleafeth him, we may not direft him^ 
therefore, to ufe thy own familias iimile, I 
take this argument of taxes to have no more 
weight in it, in relation to tithes, it being no par- 
allel cafe, than the enemies that the militia met 
wiih in their rendezvous, at their raree-ftiow, 

" Thou writeft, that it is a vain thing ia 
pretltd confcience to excuje opprejjion or f^v^ 
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£toufntfs. I am entirely of thy mind; fo that 
vhere any man pretends to refufe the payment 
of tithes out of covetoufnefs, believing at the 
Jame "time in his confctence they are juftly 
due; it is pity, I fay, if that be his only ex- 
cufe, but that hjE (hould pay fraartly for it : 
but beware of miftaking, by fuppoRng the 
refufal to be from covetoufnefs, when it is 
lealJy confcience. 

' "Thou added, if you lived by the alms- 
bajket^ &c. which indeed I think you ought 
Co do, if your own hands cannot fufficiently 
adminifter to your own wants ; for a forced 
maintenance is not confiftent with the gofpel 
miniftry ; and that thou knows right well, 
having often confeffed it in my houfe. Thou 
adds, tiihes is no part of my ejiate^ either by 
donation or purchafe. But I fay as above, 
I have purchafed the whole, without any re- 
ferve or exception of tithes. But in thy own 
country. North Britain, I have been informed, 
tithes^ are accepted in deeds and conveyances, 
fo that they have fome color to ufe fuch an 
argument,, but I can fee no foundation for 
iuch an argument in this country at all. — 
Thou advifes rae not to call that my owti, 
which is not ; I fay, it is my own, becaufe as 
above, I have, without referve, purchafed 
the whole, as witnefs my writings : befides all 
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tbat, at my own charge I have manured and 

improved k. 

I 

" Thy next paragraph is already anfwered. ; 

*' I acknowledge thee a member of that i 
church, or fociety, who have granted us the 
indulgence we now enjoy in the exercife of 
our religion ; for which, I with the reft of 
my brethren ought to be truly thankful to 
God and the government. But I muft tell 
thee, fome of thy brethren, not of the mean- 
eft rank in your church, have, like battering 
rams, endeavored to break that chain of in- 
dulgence, we now enjoy, bat Providence has 
hitherto prevented them, and I hope ever 
will, unlefs God (hould fee meet to try bis 
church, to difcover thereby the truly religious 
from the hypocriies. 

". Thou feems angry, and to refent it, that ^ 
I fliould rake it ill or hard, to be fo treated ^ 
by a man of thy pretenfions ; but the reafon ^ 
why I fo writ, is this> becaufe I have more) 
than once heard, tbat my neighbor Ray has *' 
liaid in our houfe, that it was a matter of con- '( 
fcicnce to him, to force a maintenance from '| 
fuch as for the fake of confcience could not i 
pay him, uung that text, Whofe ox have I iak- ^\ 
en^ or wh om have I defrauded ? Which 1 have \ 
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Ipmeiimcs fpoken qf to orfiers, ^nd it gained 
great credit and good thoughts concerning my 
neighbor Ray, and For that reafon, and no oth- 
er, I took fuch treatment .hard. But however^ 
if thy confcience be altered, il will give reafon 
for my thoughts concerning thee alfo to change. 

"Now 1 (hall give thee my reafons, why 
I cannot ,a£livdy comply with the law for 
j^a^ing tithes^ and an fwer thy laft paragraph ii^ 
ibe conclufion of this* 

" tjl, I wa5 in my yo4ith very thoughtful, 
pouching the :natuTe and defign of religion^ an4 
confciou^.to myfeif, that an implicit faith, with 
a blind obedience, might not be fufficient to 
bring flje to the end intended by it. 2i/^.-~ 
Obferving many under great fuffering^ for 
jrefuiia.g to pay Tithes^ and their plea for it 
va5 confcience ; but many more I found did 
^ay, and they thought they did right, at leaft 
JDoade ii^o fcruple of confcience in doing it % 
ithis contradiQion in prafclice made awe willing 
jjto look into it rayfelf ; that gi/y, what I did 
hejxio might not be for imitation'^ fake on 
«id^r fide, but that I might aQ on a principle 
of faith, as knowing, what is not of faith isfin^ 
And 4iA/y,and laftly, ttefe reafons put rac on 
iCXMoining and try ing for my fdt 
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« This premired, I ndw affure thee, ihatil 
is not out of ftubbornnefs, ill-humor, or cov^ 
ctoufncfs, i>ut purely on a principle j>f cpn^ 
fcience, for thefe reafons following, that I olb 
neither pay nor receive tithes. 

" ifi. The dedication of them is grofsly 
fuperuitious, (and I think protefted againft by 
moft, unlefs fuch as love to fuck the fweet oCj 
other men*s labor) being dedicated and giveoj 
by king Ethel wolf, (about 855} to God ani 
St. Mary, for the redemption of his own foul^ 
with the fouls of his anceflors ; in the coniideCi* 
ation whereof, the clergy were to fing fuch a 
number of mafles for the king and his noUesJ 

** zdly. It is already granted by me, that 
we muft render to Caefar the things that arc 
Cxfar*s, and unto God the things that are 
God*s. And I promife thee for my own par||, 
I (hall be both ready and willing to pay tbf 
tenth t>f my incrtafe unto God, when Ian I 
fatisfied he requires it of me; or unto thera 
he (hall appoint, when I am fatisfied he hi 
appointed them, as he did the tribe of Levi] 
but for me to pay tithe to a man, claiming 
as a miniller of God, when I know that 
fuch thing is required of me, (tithe being 
gofpel maintenance, that I can underftaridj j| 
may juftly be faid unto me, Who has requirei 
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Ah 6/^ thy hands ? Yet, however, if tithe be 
compelled from me by a human law, I cannot 
help that, iK)r refift the force of that demand 
fcy argument from fcripture ; therefore, being 
perfuaded that God requires of me no fuch 
thing as the payment of tithes, but that I am 
tailed' to proteft againft all fu perdition and 
Idolatry, and the law of tithes plainly appear- 
ing to me to be fuch, therefore I cannot, with 
I fafe confcience, aftiyely comply therewith, 
b^t choofe rather to pleafe God than man, 
llthough it may be to my difadvantage in this 

world, yet by fo doing I hope for future gain, 
f 

• ** 3d/y. And again, tithes are required to 
be paid as a religious a£t. viz. to God and 
%oly church ; and as above, I am perfuaded 
that God requires no fuch thing, therefore I 
Rmnotpay ih^m with a fafe confcience, being 
i Proteitant againft that which I call popery. 
Hot in word and tongue only, but in deed and 

Vuth alfo, 

r  " 

^ " Lajily. Tithes are not required by the 
|ofpel, that I can underftand ; if thou canft 
kiake it out, pleafe to do it, for jt is clear to 
•He, that Chrift came to finifh and put an 
ttA to that law which required tithes, as well 
as to the priefthood fupported by them ; there- 
fore to continue in the praftice of tithing, is 
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ifi efFeft, denyinff thair Chrijl is comt in tie 
Jlejh to put an end- to thtm^ according to (crip- 
lure and the praftice of former linres ; for 
which reafon I think an aftive compJianee 
with^ the law for tithes- is fin, and m iny 
opinion, lie that payeth' or he that receiveth, 
*re equally culpable in God's fight; for 
^vhich. caufe we can neither receive nor pay, 
as this deed of fettlement will prove, and 
more iuQances of the like kind might be pro- 
duced from fundry paats of the nation ;. a 
plain demonllration, that- as we cannot pay 
tithes, neither caiv we receive them, when they 
are as legal a property to us as they are to you. 

" I could fay more, but what h faid may 
perhaps be tedious, and thought impertinenc, 
therefore for the prefent this fhall fuffice. 

" To conclude thou art pleafed to give me 
thy refolution, viz. to have what thou calls thy 
right; and if I could think it was fo too, we 
Ihould foon reconcile this matter. 

" Thou adds, if I am willing to live peace- 
chly^ (and I defire nO other than a peaceable 
living) ihou toilt be as moderate as J can cxpcS. 
But this feems an odd way of (hewing thy 
moderation, to employ an attorney ; for thou 
adds, for that purpofe thou hajl referred the 
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9naU€r id Mr. Smithy to do as he thinks fit ^ and 
that may not perliaps be the beft w^y lo fliew' 
thy itioderation ; hbwev^r, be that as it will, 
\ muft tell thee, that wh^it I c&imot direClly 
.pay, for the realbns aforefaid, I cannot order 
or aIh>W another indircSly to pay it for me ; 
for although I might bribe my Confti^nce, 
as the chief priefts old the foldiers, and lull it 
afleep in fuch hypocrify, yet an awakening 
time will come On, when every thoiighu witli 
«very fecret thing, will be brought to light, 
and appi^ar as it is. 

'' This with due refpefts from him who 
jfhaTl always be ready and wilting to ferve 
thee and thine, in any thing I can With a fafe 
confcience, and in any office of love mayelt 
command 
... Thy Friend and neighbor^ 



" Samuel Bownas. 
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Thefe letters were exchanged between m; 
Tome weeks before I was made a prifoner, 
and whether they might foften him or not, 
1 dare not fay much; but, as before, he was 
very uneafy while I was in prifon, and, as I 
Avas informed, told his attorney and his 
wife, if he loll his debt, he could not keej^ 
roe there, 

S 
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This ftorm being blowft over I enjoj^ 

quiemefs) fave that I was perfecutcd for 

church-rates, fmall tithes, &c. for the parfonj 

vould not let his dues, as he called them, rttni 

on again in arrears,, but would take it in kind 

every year, fo he never had me before a juilice 

again, but if he could not have it in one thing, 

would take another. I now had nothing but 

my bufinefs that lay upon me, fave the attend- 1 

ance of meetings for worfhip and difciph'ne, 

with marriages and burials, which took up 

pretty much of my time, there being but vejy 

few to attend fuch fervices in the country : fo 

that I had fometimes long journeys on thofe 

occafions. , 

. i 

jfn Account of my vlfittng pevon/hire and CornnaaU^ \ 

On the aift of the 8th month 1715, I fei 
0ut for home, and vifited Taunton, Welling- j 
ton, Alilverton, Spiceland, Cullurapton, and 
Topfham, where the quarterly meeting for 
Devonfliire was held at that time : I was at 
three meetings there to good fatisfaftion.-— 
From thence to Sticklepath, and Launceftonj 
where I had a very large and good meeting.-** 
From thence to Port^Ifaac and Falmouth, 
vifiting friends to Penryn ; the quarterly- 
meeting was held at Falmouth, and I had ytty 
agreeable fervice. From thence to Penryn, 
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Market- Jew and Penzance, fo back to Fal- 
miouth. From thence to Auftel, Tregony, 
t-.ooQ and Lifcard, Germains, Plymouth, 
KingfbriJgc and Totnefs ; had meetings at 
afll thefe places, fome of which were very 
Jarge and well ; and at Exeter likewife : from 
rfiat to Chard, and fo home. In this fmall 
journ^ I had about thirty-eight meetings, and 
travelled about three hundred and fifty miles. 

In about a year or two after this, my wife 

was taken with a lingering diforder, for the 

recovering her out of which, I applied myfelf 

to feyeral doftors, but all in vain, for (he 

continued wafting more than two years and 

cijght months, growing weaker apace a few 

weeks before (he died, which was in the eighth 

month 1719. She died in a fweet frame, of- 

'iQn faying, that nothing troubled her, but that 

fhe was fo eafily deceived about the parfon'a 

lithe, which being done in ignorance, not de- 

figncdly, (he was the more eafy about it 



i* j« 



After which I was at a ftrait what courfe 
■to take for fome time, being in confiderable 
" bufinefs, which I kept on that winter, and in 
'the fpring put it off to my fervant, and lec 
what little eftate I had to him, putting off all 
'bufinefs, and went the next fummer into my 
' own country, the North, to vifit my fncnds. 
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I wcn^ to the yearly inceiiog$ at Briftol .and 
London, in courfe as they came, and travel- 
led from London through Hertfordfhire^ 
Leiccftcrfhirc and Noltinghamfhire to L^eds* 
vifiting the tneetfngs of friends as I pafl^d 
alon^; I was at fundry very large, open meet- 
ings in my way to the yearly meeting at York, 
whiclj was very large, ayd a great, number oF 
miniflerwS of both fexes, I had no tiaue till 
the lad meeting, and the time of that was far 
fpent before I began, but theq I took ^ly 
time pretty tharoughly, being opened very 
largely in the diftinguifhing between true and 
falfe relig.iOn, fetting them as it were fide by 
Cde, tliat they might judge for themfelves of 
both the. worlhip and the miniftry, with iheir 
different cfFetls upon the ipinds of men and 
women in regulating our paffidns, and refor- 
miug our minds ; and opened pretty fully tbe 
danger that miniflers wqre in,, to preach from 
ihe letter inUead of the Spirit;, and thai out 
former opeuings and experiences alone were 
not to be depended upon, but our fafeft and 
l>ffl fupport in tha^^work^, was the immediate 
lability of the Spirit, openiag our undcjrftand- 
ings in matter fuitable to every flate,^ that 
our words might be fitly fpoken, then they 
vould cargr their own evidence* and be fcr- 
yiceahle to ih? bearers : I wa& very large and 
parti^;:ular on tjicfe beads j and therQ being 
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*!fuhdry clergyrhen, and teachers of oiTier fo- 
cieties, I did not hear of any objeftion made 

' to the doftrine they heard : but fome of our 
friends thought, what t had to fay about the 

• miniftry would have been belter delivered in 
the 'meeting of minifters; but that could not 
have anfwered fo well, as to the teachers of 
other focieties, who might want inftruCtioii 
in thefe things, perhaps more than our own 
people did. This was a very high day, and 

"I found in myfelf afterwards great fatisfa8ion 
and peace. 

I now vifited friends towards Kendal, and 
through part of Cumberland and Northum- 
berland, into Scotland, having for my com- 
panion a young man from Scdberg, his name 
v-as John.Blamore* I found friends in that 

• nation very much decreafed in number, a- 
 bove one half, and fundry meetings quite 

dropt, unlefs when a fiiend came to vifit 

them. 

... 

Ifpent about fix weeks in that nation, but 
nothing extraordinary happened : I returned 
into Cumberland, vifiiing moflof the meetings 
in that county. Our friends had at Cocker^ 
mouth appointed a meeting to be the day after 
the fair, at the time called Michaelmas, and it 

S a 
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being in ihr mod hot time of the oppofidon 
the i-arfons gave to friends ; job aad his^ 
brother being at that fair on their buiinds, 
ihcy gave out, that they, would be at liic 
meeting the next day, which gave an alarm to 
both town and country peoplcj fo that it wa4 
a very large meeting ; and as Job and 1 bad 
been veiy friendly before he fell into thefe 
ranting fits, fonie frisnds thought he would 
I hew me fome refpetl, more than he had done 
to fome others, having been licardat times la 
'peak in my favor : Bat James Dickenfaa 
i)cing prcfent, whom they had abufed fo very 
much, faid, IJhould he pltafed io Jetafritndly 
■niCeUng betxvcen Job and my frieni^but I liitU , 
t xpcctit. The meeting came on, and was very • 
Urge, and very open and quiet, neither job- 
nor his brother came, being otherwife ei»- 
ployed, having fome concerns wiibfomc coun- 
try men in the fair, they went to an ale^houfe 
to fettle their affairs, and difiercd fo much 
about tbern, that from, words they proceeded 
t'.> blows, and this fray held the time of the 
meetiiig, fo we were free from any of their 
diliurbanGe, and a fweet, comfortable, cjuiet 
meeting we had, to great fati^faftroo. 

From: Ccckermouth.I vifited the ;reft of 
the meetings m that part of the county, and fo 
iiuo Weftmorcland again, vifi ting all the meet- 
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ifi^ in thftt county^ and through the Dales to 
Richmond, and York Quarterly-meeting the 
winter quarter, which was very large, confi- 
.dering the. feafon oi the year. I had fundry 
£aicisra£lory times amongft friends, both in 
meetings of bufincfs and amongft the minillers, 
ill very freely opening, and fhewing nay dear 
brethren and lifters, in tl^ openings of divine 
life, the experience and knowledge that I had 
attained to in the work of the gofpel, finding 
my fpirit much enlarged in the (etting forth 
diereof* But the lalt meeting I was at in 
York, was on the firft day in the evening by 
candle light, and the crowd in the houfe was 
fo very great^ that the candles would hardly 
bum, fume died quite out with the breath 
of the people; the exceifive crowd made it 
very tioublefome for want of room, and not 
fo edifying as if the company had been lefs. 

From thence I went to Bridlington, Ouft- 
wick, Northcave, viiaing meetings till I came 
to. Bradford and Leeds ; I had fome very 
large, open meetings in that part^ as- at Brig* 
litmfc, Highflats, Sheffield, &c. 
• » 

I travelled to Nottin^gham, and' had fomc 
meetings in that cotmty, and (o on to* Lcicef- 
tcr, had fundry fmall meetings thereabout, and 
fome who were convinced in my firft travel- 
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ling thither, were gkd to fee me, and I ibei^ 
fo wc claimed kindred in the truth. 

I now made a (hort -vifit in my way lO 

London, \^hich I vifited thoroughly, ftaid 

in the city four weeks, and had very good 

fatisfaQion : returning through part ofBerl- 

lliire, I had at Reading two very large toect- 

ings, and fo into Dorfetfliire, having no roeer- 

ings after Reading till I came there, aiwifo 

. to the. quarterly meeting in Sotnerfcttef, 

which being the fpring quarter, was held » 

Glaftonbury, very large it nas indeed. Theft 

back to Sumcrton monthly meeting, vifiting 

meetings to and fro, being at fijndry fuijeralJj 

both* before and after the yearly flaeciing«t 

Briftol, which was this year very large.**^ 

From that meeting I went towards LondcSf 

yifiting in -my way thither, aod after yearly 

meeting was oyer I returned by Alton, Aib- 

ford, Rumfey, Southampton, andtbclfleflf 

Wight, and back to Ringwood to the qutf* 

terly meeting for Hampfhirc;, and to W 

yearly meeting, it being there ibis yeaR-^ 

After which 1 came tp Bridport, quartnifll 

at Caleb Hills, who married my rvieee; tr^ 

this fummer, before the yearly meeting, ^ 

London, I had ma4e my iiddreffcs to til^ 

widow Nichols, leaving the matter to ^\ 

conlideration, and now I renewed the to^ 
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in the eighth oionth, with fundry other 
riends, weot to folkit the parliament for an 
Linendment of the affirmation, in which under- 
likiag MfjQ were favored with fuccefs, which 
vais of very great advantage to the fociety, aini 
he good effeds of it foon appeared. 

I returned home in the fpi^ii^g* and thea 
proceeded m my addrelfes to the widow, aod 
ire were married in the fecond month 1722., 
ind we went to London^ yearly meeting to- 
gether, which was to very great comfort* 

; I returned direftly home with my wife, and 
being in ff coach, had no opportunity of vilit- 
ing meeiings either going or coming. Being 
got fafe home, I applied myfelf to afllft my 
ftrife in her bu(ifie(s as well as I could, attend- 
ihg general, monthly and other meetings on 
|kui)tic Qccafions for three years ; then I bad 
b concern to viBt America once more, which 
mif poor wife could not at firft with eafe con-» 
feiit to^ although I bad laid it before ber when 
I firft made my addreffes to ber, yet when 
III caroe to be put in pra£Uce was not eafily 
ijoi over. But afterwards ihe gave lae freely 
lip to go with my fon-in Jaw ; and I got ready 
«ftd we«t off» before it was thought of by 
•Imoft any body but the friends of our own 
JKdghborhood. However, that it might not 



I 
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look like ftealing away, I wrote to fomfe o^ 
my chofen friends at London, in the North, 
Briftol, and elfewhere through this liatiort^ 
and to fome few in Ireland, being willing to 
advife them where to meet me with letters in 
that country. Now having nothing to id 
more, my wife brought me on my way to' 
Pool, at which place, before I went off^ 1 \ 
received anfwers to fundry of my letters^ 1 
fome of which, if brevity did not require the \ 
i contrary, would well deferve a place here. 



I fhall now proceed to my laft journey into' 
America, viz. 



»f 



jfn Account qf my Tr^oeis in America the feoond f*tt«^ 
being in 1726, and in t^e 50M Tear of my jfge, 

I left my own home the 2 2d day 6f (he 
10th month 1726, being accompanied by tay 
dear wife, a kinfinan, and a fon-in-law, to 
Pool, being to take (hipping there wkh ray 
fon-in-law Jofiah Nicholfon, but the fliip wa* 
not quite ready; and when it was ready, th« 
wind being againtt us, were obliged to ft«y 
there about five weeks, fo I had fundry fatk-, 
faftory opportunities both amongft friendi^ 
and others. 
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•• All being ready, my wife alfo gone hom^ 
fome days before, and the wind fair, we fct 
fail out of Stutland bay, the 24th of the ele- 
Y«nth month, with a fair wind and pleafant 
jv'eather, which carried us a confiderable dift* 
fWe ofE the land ; but it held but three days, 
^d then it was very contrary hard winds after 
riiat, which made me very fick, and other 
ways out of order, fo that I almoft defpaired 
of ray life for a few days, but had gieat com* 
iqrt and peace of mind, being fatisfied I was 
in my place, and the way of my duty. I re- 
covered ay the weather grew better, and the 
tea quieter, but we had a very long and tedi- 
ous paffage, being eleven weeks and two days 
trpon the fea, from land to hnd ; and on the 
4'4ch of the 2d month 1727, we landed at 
Hampton, otherwife Kickatan in Virginia, 
iind that evening I got a paffage in a Pool 
feip up to Sleepy -hole, and that night about 
the 1 ith hour I got to Robert Jordan's, being 
very glad, though very weary, that I was got 
lofo good a place, where I had fo hearty a 
JKQloime, and had fo great an income of peace 
tnd comfort. This being on the feventh day 
'^f the week, the next morning I went to a 
funeral about twenty miles, which was a long 
journey on my firft arrival ; and confidering 
the inhabitants are but thin, there was a great 
concourfe of people on the occafion^ and I 
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had a pretty open time, confidering 1 had not 
quite recovered my weakncfs ; beiides, the 
motion of the fea was very much in my heaS, 
fo that I had a great dizzinefs and rwimmmi, 
that caufed me to reel like a drunkard: is 
is common in the like cafe. 

That night 1 went with my friend Hobert 
Jordan to an inn, near to the place where 
nis fon Robert was a prifoner, who was a 
pretty youth, and had a very ferviceaWe 
miniftry. The father and I ftaid with ihl 
prifoner all the next day, and in the evening 
went to lodge at the prifoner's houfe, his poor | 
w^iPe being alone; and although her hufoand ' 
was confined, (he was cheerful. We had k 
hieeting in the pf ifon to good fatisfaflion, 
many people came to it, and were orderly. 



i V 



I then had a meeting at the weftern branch i 
of Nanfemund river, and was at a funeral of i 
a young man who was very much lamentdf. | 

I went that night towards ChuckatucK, 
where I had a fine, comfortable opportunity, ' 
and on the road I had fome difcourfe wift 
an ancient friend, concerning the health bf 
the country, we fuppofing people did notlivt 
fo long in Virginia as in Europe. This friend 
told me, the firll man-child that was born in 
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the province of EngHfh parents, lived eighty 
years, and that many fincc had lived confider- 
ably longer ; fo that it is not the climate, but 
the intemperance of the people that fhort- 
ens ilieir days, for experience made it appear, . 
that temperate people lived much the lame . 
time as they <io in Europe. But this firft- 
bom of the province was very remarkable, 
for it was faid that he was dirafFefied to the 
then government, and had uttered fome trea- 
fonable expreifions againlt it, and for that 
caufe was tried, and found guilty, being con- 
demned to die for that crime : but when it 
"was made appear, that he was the (irft male- 
child born in the province of the Englifh na- 
tion, it was refolved, that he^ fliould be par- 
doned. Thus he was preferved from that un- 
timely end, to run out nature's race, which 
IVES eighty years. 

i went after this meeting to vifit the prifoner^ 

and next day was at a funeral, the people being 

very humble, by reafon of a great mortality^ 

fo that preaching the gofpel had a very great 

reach upon them, and feveral were convinced : 

next day I went to Levy^neck> had a meetings 

and went next day to Surrey meeting-houfe to 

a funeral, having been at four in about two 

weeks* After this I took a turn round again 

T 
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to Lcvy-ncck^ othcrwife Pa|an Greeky ^ 
bad a meeting. Thence to Ra&ers-oeck, ^ 
had a meeting, and fo round till the ^uart^ly i 
meeting was at hand; and ibeii catae to tfae 
prifoner's houfe, viz. Robert Jordan's, to 
lodge. Next day at the nueeiing I met a 
friend of London, his name was Jofiitra 
Pielding, who had vifited the Ifland, ani, 
South-Cafx>Iina, and had traveHed by land l# 
NorthXaroHna, abo^t five hundred mik% 
in abotit three weeks moftiy alone, which w9 
a difficult and hazardous attempt : fooif 
thotight it, too great an undertaking, and 
leemed to blame him for it, but he f^ &(t 
through, though he had no provifion bm wbv 
be carried with bim, and met with about four 
or five houfes or plantations in all that iiye 
hundred miles travel, wlneh obliged htm 40 
lodge in the woods frequently; but having f 
fmall pocket compafs, that was his guktci 
when the fun and ftars were hid from him. 
But I have iince heard, that fome others h^Y^ 
travelled over this fame grouiid, (plantations 
and fettlements being now placed at propif 
drftances) with lefs hardfhip, vi^. they haviog 
a road marked out by the goA^mtneni, ai^ 
«ow they may accomplifh this journey widi^ 
out fofrequeaily lying in the woods, as whea 
this friend came from thence. I was at tb^ 
quarterly meeting whiah held the feventli aad 
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firft day, and it being very hot weather, made 
it a little tedious 10 bear, there being a great 
ct€>i^d of people, but the meetings ended 

w^ll, and were of good fervice. 

, » • . - 1 . - 

• 

^ Thence I went to Ley-neck, and vifited all 
the meetings up to Curl's on the banks of 
James' river, had an open good meeting there, 
though fmall. Thence to Gerard Ellifoiv's, 
^nd had a large and open meeting. Thence to 
Rappahapnock Ferry, travelling fixty miles 
Ihat day : I lodged at a poor widow's houfe, 
t!o friend by profeffion, bat (he was exceeding 
kind. I had fomething to fay in prayer bc- 
fote meat, with which fhe was greatly afFeS- 
\ed,' and broken into tears much, with fome 
mhers of the family. When we left her in 
'%he 4noming, fhe would not be prevailed upon 
\o take any thing for our quarters, but deft- 
red that (he might be favored with fuch guefts 
often. I gave her children fomething, and wc 
left her in much love and lendcrnefs. Thence 
'I travelled towards Maryland, about feventy 
tniles, and had but one meeting on the way, 
/Where lived one William DufF, who was at 
•that time a very tender and ferviceable man. 
Theyearly meeting in Maryland came now 
on, which held four days, viz. Three for 
Vbrfhip, and one for bufmefs. Many people 
^retort to it^ and tranfaft a deal of trade one 
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vith another, fo that it is a kind of market^ <ff 
change, where the captains of fhips and i\A 
planters meet and fetde their affairs; and 
this draws abundance of people of the beft 
rank tib it. It being in that called the Whit- 
fun- week. "" ; 

After this meeting I vifited the provincecKi 
that fide of the bay, fully from Potuxant, and 
ibme places where mectiiigs had ^noi been^ 
miffing no place till I came up to the headof 
the bay; but nothing uncommon happened 
at tbo/e meeting.*?, which were about eight iji 
all. Then I ferried over the great Sufiijud- 
bannah to Nottingham in Pennfylvania ; fqtne 
i fiends came from thence into Maryland Xo 
meet me, and conduft me over thai lafge 
ferry, which was attended with much danger, 
u being a wide and very rough fea, and I 
ieemed it} more danger than I was upon the 
ocean in the grcateft ftorm we met with, but 
through mercy we all got fafe over, although 
with hard labor and great care and difficulty; 
and the (irft meeting that I had in that province 
was at Nottingham, and I had two in th^t 
townfhip* Then vilited the meetings as thiey 
came in courfe, as New-garden, Londoh 
Grove, Kennet, Concord, Chefter, Sprfng- 
field,and fo to Philadelphia. A great number 
of friends came out of Philadelphia to meet 
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we, which gave me great uneafinefs, fearing 
J .fhould never be enabled to anfwer the high 
expe£lations that were raifed by fuch condud; 
Mod it were better to forbear fuch doings, for 
i|< is rather a hurt than a help. Now I fiiail 
give my opinion of thofe meetings which 
were fo very large, feveral of them amount- 
iog to fifteen hundred, and fome more, and 
JBSloftly another generation ; but very few of 
^thc. tldcr^, that twenty years before were fer- 
jvicciible, zealous men, were now liying; and 
iPfiany of the riling youth did come up in the 
JpriTi more, than in tlie power and life, that 
their predecedors were in ; nevenhelcfs, there 
:5Afits a fine living people amongft them, and 
iXh^ were in a thriving good way, fandry 
.young minifters being very hopeful j boih men 
H^ women* 

. I was at three meetings in Philadelphia^ 

exceeding large^ more like *y early meetings^ 

than common firftday meetings; aftet which 

1 ftaid but two nights, being in hafte to reach 

:A yearly or quarterly meetings tiear 300 miles' 

sfiirther north, at Newport on Rhode-Ifland^ 

fo 1 travelled fronrt thence to Barltngion, 

.Croffwicks, Stony-brook and Woodbridge, 

and had meetings at all thofe places. Then 

to Long-Ifland. I was at a yearly meeting-^ 

T a 
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as they called it, at New-town. on the firft-dajf 
of the week ; it was very large of both friends 
and other people.. There I found fundry 
of my former friends, as John Rodman, Hugh 
Coppcrthwaite, Samuel Bowne, and fundry 
others, thai had been of great comfort and 
fupport to me in my imprifonment on that 
J Hand, and we were truly glad to fee and 
enjoy each other in the truth of the^ofpcK 

Thence I look my journey through Con- 
neclicut, near two hundred milc^s ^^ Rhode- 
Jdand, and I went routvd from Newport vifiX- 
ing the meetings, as at Seconnet, Cockfet, 
Dartmouth, and back to the Ifland, and Jo 
lo tlie quarterly meeting at Newport, which 
Mas very large and continued three days. I 
was largely drawn forth to the elders and min- 
iders, there being pretty many of them, and 
had very ^ood fatislaCtion in all their meet- 
ings. Thence back to a monthly meeting ^t 
Dartmouth, which was very large ; but a nar- 
rownefs of fpirit did fome hurt amongfk thcen, 
and produced fome uneafinefs^ which I ctn- 
deavored to remove^ which was chiefly oc- 
cafioned by a yo^ung man's beifig, as fqise 
-rthought, too much in the &fhion^ ahhough 
plain, compared with fome others > yet fome 
thought this rcafon fuffieient to refufc his 
propofal of marriage among thcm^ although 
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^fftll recoffionended frooi the monthty- meeting 
'where he was a caeoiber ; upon which I (hew- 
ed them, that as he was fo well recommi^nded 
by certihcaic, they could not fejeft his propo- 
iai according to our difcipline. The meeting, 
after wc bad fome further conference about 
it, let the young people proceed, and matters 
grew eafy, and ti)at cloud of diflfereace dif- 
perfed and vanifhed, which was like to liuxt 
'both montjjly-ixieeangs. 

From tbenc:e I went about five miles to one 
Jofeph Ruflcl's, in order to take Ihipping for 

• the ifland of Nantucket. We met with fome 
difBouhy in the paffage, and were obliged to 
put into the illand .called Martha's Vineyard, 
but had no mei^iing in it. After landing on 
Nantucket on the iixth day of the week, no- 
tice being given, the next day we had a very 
large meeting in the forenoon, and on the firll 
^ay it was m^uch greater, efpecialiy in the 
afternoon, the inhabitants generally inclining 

.to friends, there was great love and unity 
aixiongft tbera ; I delircd a felcQ meeting of 
the elders, to whom I, had fomething in par- 
ticular relating to difcipline and the miniltry, 
-which was of good fervice and well accepted. 

• i ilaid.two meetings more, and vifued fundry 
families on the ifland, and theu took (hipping 

'back again, Was two nights on board, and 
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being in an open boac^ and the weather v^qR 

hot, it was tedious ; /everal of the ifland cam^ 

wich us, and we landed at John Ru(fer$ ; a»4i 

from thence (having Nathaniel Starbu(;k w^ 

me} to a fmall meeting called Seepecan, ao^ 

fo to Suckenafet. Here a man gave (gm/^ 

uneafinens, by raifing objeQions about d>e. 

light, as not being univerfal, rendering the 

do£lrine, as he would expound it, againfl; 

reafon, urging that the natural coufequeoce 

muft hold forth as many Chrijis as people^ thai 

were enlightened by him. To which I ao? 

fwered, by alluding to the natural fun, wbiq}) 

enlightens the earthy and every dwelling, fo 

that we frequently fay, when the rays of Hght 

from the fun come into the room, the Jrai 

Jliincs inio it ; but the fun is not therefore 

divided, but it is the fame fun that enlighten^ 

the houfe here, that does the fariie to another 

elfe where : Evenfo is the light of Chrijl ; he 

is the the true light that enlightens every 

man coming into the world. Thus expoun^^ 

ing'and illuftrating the doftrine of the light| 

the people, who were but a few, feemed leucb 

afFefcled therewith. I had alfo in my doCr 

trine that day laid down, (he kingdom ol 

God ox of heaven to be within, and that it 

was equally univerfal with the light ; but a^ 

that he cavilled likewife, but made nothing 

of it, for 1 had it upon mc to open and fet 
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Ibitfa what the kingdom iti this t)lace meant, 
»id how it ought to be v underftood, plainly 
Aewing, that by the kingdom of heaven was 
il^ant the divine feed in the heart, otherwife 
called the grace of God, which, as every one 
malies the rule of their aflions, in both a 
moral and religious conduft, it teaches us 
our duty to God and one another, by which 
we are brought under the government of 
Chrift^ and thereby made partakers of that 
peace within, which may be juftly termed the 
kingdom of heaven within. So the objec- 
tions/thus made by this forward man, though 
Weak and impertinent, gave opportunity to 
explain the doftrine of the gofpel more clearly. 
To that although fuch obje6tors feldom end in 
any go0d, yet good often comes out of their 
bbjeOions. 

A I 

w 

 From thence I travelled to Sandwich, Yar- 
mouth, Scituate, and then to a meeting where 
Michael Wanton lived, and fo for Bofton, 
vlitting the meetings to Lynn, Marblehcad and 
Salem ; but nothing happened at any of thefe 
jpicfeiings Worthy of note. I came to New- 
bury, the town which I mentioned in my firft 
journey, but there were very few friends here 
ROW, not above nine or ten in all. The peo- 
pie had notice, but the room was very fmall, 
^i)d thfi pricit came^ and did all he could to 
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hinder the people from coming in, and made ^ 
a very great noife concerning ihe danger ol j 
our principles and doftruies. I cnd^vorcii \ 
to prefs him to fhew wherein 5 but be evaiM* 
that as much as poffibly he could, and charged 
in general ; but by being clofely preffed uposf 
at latt he pitched upon our denying the fcftp** 
lures, baptifm and the fupper, and the refur^ 
reclion of the body. I bid bim hold, an* 1 
firft prove that He denied the fcriptures, and j 
fo the reft in order, as ibcy came in caurfe; j 
for I afferted that wc owned the fcrifturt ; ami < 
he faid we did not : and I demanded proof ^ 
of him, otherwife he muft be concluded a falfe ' 
accufer. He went about it, but could make 
nothing of it. When he had faid what ke 
* eould^ I told him, his accuGition relating to 
the fcriptures muft be falfe, for it was publick^ 
ly known, that both in our preaching, and 
alfo in our writings, frequent recourfc was 
had to the text, to prove our doftrine, and 
this muft be a plain demonftration and proGif^ 
that we owned the fcriptures. The people  
allowed this to be right : and he coming fo 
lame off at firft, would proceed rto furth^' 
in that public manner, but would have iM 
go to "his houfe, and talk thefe matters over 
in his clofet; I told him his meeting-houfe 
was more proper for fuch a conference than 
his clofet^ and there I would meet him wbfio 
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lie ^leafed; for I tddhiiii, that I had heard . 

Ibftt he treated the dofirtnes held by us; in 

Ii9 pulpit^ very uahandromely, where lie knew 

tt0oe dare to oppofe him, and if he would 

clear thefe things up, I fliould be pleafed with 

aft lOppoTtuntty no hear htm do it in as public 

a way as be had defamed us, either to make 

proof of has charges, or retrad them ; but 

he wotrid not permit any fuch things : he had 

charged friends wiiji defying the fcriptutes^ 

€hr^ the rejfurreSi^n \^J the boiyy and that 

we pretended to revelation now, aUhoogh, as 

he faid, it was ceafed fome generations {ince* 

Jlut he being a hot, weak man, juft fet up his 

tf^e, did endeavor to ingratiate himfelf thi« 

way into the minds of the people, but he loft 

grotmd by it greatly, fo that as he could make 

nothing but noife and tumult, we parted ; and 

I was told that fome of hi« ^wn people blamed 

btm much for the interruption he gave me, 

and for endeavoring to hinder the people from 

camtng to hear for tbemfelves, 

•. •• .  - 

' ' From thente I went to Aimfbury, Hamp^ 

tOBr,:;4fec. It was Hampton monthly-meeting, 

which held but one day. 1 was concerned 

to ftir up friends to keep a faithful record 

of all their fuflferings, to be made ufe of as 

oecafion nfiight require, the priefts hearers 

aiaiuog fpoU <of fria:ids goods lo lupport 
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their oWn falfe miniftiy, with wMch (bdl 
people were fo uneafy and opprefled, ifit 
complaints in almoft every townihip app^itd 
againft them. ^ *• 

• - • 

From thence I came to Dover, it was At* 
monthly-meeting likewife : theywert vcrf 
raw, and managed their affairs but indiffer^ 
ently, chiefly occafioned 4ot want of foB* 
better hands to write and keep their books^ 
order. I was likewife concerned here to ]^ 
them upon recording their fufferings, and ia < 
a way how to do it ; for they were foBcreii 
not only on account of the hireling prcachcrsf 
to maintain them in their pride and idlenefs; 
but alfo on the account of bearing arma^ 
which was likewife pretty heavy upon^iBcm' 
in fome towns ; but then in others their tieigli-' 
bors were moderate, and made not much add 
about them : but fome did comply to pay dfl^ 
their quota about beating of arms, who wbiiM, 
not pay a doit to the parfon, they fecifig 
very clearly, that they were wrong, anif^ 
preached themfelves, and for themfdrcs.-^'^ 
We had a fine agreeable time in cbnferend^' 
and there was great fincerity and innoccDcy 
amongft them ; I was at their firfl-day mc^ 
jng, which was very large, and to great fi 
isfaaion, Affer meeting, finding that fa 
mifunderftanding waf amongft them abom 
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%p)l|liQg of a meeting-houre, we pcrfuaded 
-cbein td meet together, (my dear friend Na- 
{hamel Starbtick from Nantucket being ftill 
with me) and we endeavored and perfuaded 
dsem to peace and love^ in which we were 
Ipcce&fi^l,; we appointed a meeting to be held 
t)ier^) which was attended by all| orthe great*^ 
eft part of friends of that monthly meeting, 
apd a fine comfortable opportunity we bad, 
9od ibey feemed all very eafy and reconciled 
QQ<^ tf> smother. 

,. Thence I went to Strawberry-bank, other- 
fife Portlmoutfai but it proved an unfuitable 
time^ becaufe all the country, was come to- 
tber, the ^military part efpecially, with all 
ir wt^a^$ and accoutrements of war, to pro* 
claiim king George the fecond, (news being 
cpme there three weeks before, that bis father 
jdied CHi bis way to Hanover) and aifo an ac- 
count of the peace that was concluded with the 
Indians: however, notwithftanding the vail 
crowd and hurry, we had a very quiet, though 
but Co^all meeting ; and notice being whifpered 
tfa^t^beiTC was to be a marriage at Dover, on 
a^y appointed, many in curiofity came to it, 
and the people feemed much pleafed with our 
ia|[y of marrying, few of them having been at 
«^, bfceforc. All ended quiet, witboijt atiy 
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difpote. Then we bad another Bieetiag ^At 
liewmeeting-Jioure^ after which I fbiinda.cM> 
cem to defire an opporcuaity with ifae tmm&r 
crs and eiders, which was very readily gfWt- 
ed ; and I was much concerned <o requrft wed 
^dvife both the minifters and elders, to endea- 
vor to keep in the unity of the fpirit anaqogft 
therarel ves, that they might be good exampks 
to the flock, over which they wefe to watdi^ , 
and to be ready and willing to adminifter^eod 
counfei, which the apoftle c^Ws/tedin^^f dfC^ 
Jllock ; and this he recommends to the ddeits \ 
as their bnfmefs ; and that the mihtfters. 16(4 
well to their gifts, carefully avoiding tither ta 
abridge or enlarge in their miniftry beyond 
the trueopetung of Hfe in themfelves,. fab- 
oring with diligence and humilty to evince dis^ 
truth of aheir words by their own t3»ndu3y 
that no bleoiifh or fpot might appear amoopt 
(hem,* nor any juft ground tp reproach 'tbc;||i 
with teaching others what they did not praclioe 
theiaifelves, being careful \n condufi, that thix 
words and aSions might be agreeable^^ tiiji 
would give authority to their mini(iry,..a)|4 
attrad honpr and nsfped from f heir hfeiaif eis^ 

From thence J went to vifit the widow tijitf. 
A^Mi, who had beoi taken into captivity by tltr* 
Indians, an account of which I took fron^ bqri 
PW mouthy being in (iibftance 9$ folloi^ct^/ 
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*-fe1eVen naked Indians came with violence 
iport the family, and killed two of the ehildrc** 
[tift as thejr entered the houfe, two Httle boy» 
hidrc being at play behind the houfe, when 
ihey heard the noife, came running in great 
^rprife, the younger of whom could not be 
prevailed with to moderate his grief, whereup. 
ten one of the Indians with a tomahawk (truck 
lirm on the head atid killed the poor child, fo 
Irtd theiiifelves of the noifc, and t^ prevei^t 
^eir befng difcovered, atid K> ftrike the great- 
er terror upon (hofe in the houfe. Then -they 
WBed the houfe of what they thought propci' 
%o carry away. They took the poor woroan^ 
^ho had lain in but two weeks, along with 
than by fofce and violence, with her little in- 
fant, and two daughters, one fon, and a fervant 
;|fiaidV it being in the afternoon, the Indians:. 
veVe fn i great hurry to force them away as 
far ds they could that nighi, for fear of bemg 
:]Jurfued, and the prifoners retaken. Thus 
th^y travelled for twenty days, palfing through 
4hany lakes and rivers ; notwithftanding which 
•thfcy took no cold, but their health was pre- 
: 'ferved:" The incredible and fevere trials the 
■Joor captives went through, during their cap- 
rtivity, I cannot here defcribe to the full, in all 
Vhrch they were remarkably favored by Prov- 
i Htierice, enduring hard labor, though they were 
' AroVc to very great ftraits for want of provifi- 
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ens, being necefTiatcd to eat old bnr and bet* 
yer (kin matchcoats, firft (ingeing the hair off. 
After my return to Europe, I (aw ai Dabtin 
a relation of this extraordinary aflPair m -sl 
printed narrative, which was brought over %y 
a friend from America. 

Now being eafy to leave thefe parts for 
the prefent, I returned towards Hampton, 
but in tUe way had a comfortable meetiag kt 
a town called Siratbani, and fo to Hamptoh, 
Aimlbury, Haverill, and Newbury, the place 
where the prieft before had given us f© much 
didurbance ; but although he had notice of 
vhe meeting, he came not, and but a very few 
of his people; it was but a fmall meetiog, 
vet peaceable. 

Then I retunted to Lynn, where was ^ ye*- 
ly-meeting, which was very large, and I bad 
^ood fervice iw it. Then to Satem, it being 
their yearly. meeting for worlhip, and quaxter- 
Jy-meeting for difcipline, which was exceed- 
ing large; they had a meeting of rainilter^ i(nd 
elders, in \vhich I was much enlarged ht advice 
to both : then came on the quarterly- me^tMg, 
m uhich, ior want of better writers and me- 
thoii, they were fomewhat deficient in thfeir 
hufmcls, whereby it became tedious to tbern- 
lelvcs : I endeavored lo put them in a better 
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.fWibod, which ihey took very kindly and 

. fii^di :. » and after this was ended, a parting- 

^imeettng of worihip came on, which was very 

i^l^rge, and was attended by abundance of 

yPr^j^terians and other people : I was very 

much drawn forth into various branches of 

doflrine, and the meeting ended well ; no 

1 cuvil or difpute arifing, which they are but 

^4QO liable to. I was informed, that what I 

.:4)ad delivered was taken down in writing, 

,:but liii^ver faw it, though a friend bad (ight 

>i)f ijt, and the writer faid, he did it with a vievr 

(i to have it printed by fubfcription, and get 

'..foaiething by it. 

,•:, ..Noit finding myfelf clear, I returned back 

with friends to Haverill, and next day had a 

comfortable little meeting ; thence to Hamp* 

. XOfi und Dover, it was yearly*-meeting there : 

I ibey having in almoft e wy place once a year 

^ a general meeting, which they call a yearly- 

si^eeting, and by this popular title abundance 

..^aiore people come together, in expedaiion of 

r>.-foinething extraordinary there to be met with ; 

'; Jiib^ld two days, and was to very good con- 

• ^^n,t. Next day I had a meeting at Kittery- 

i^le, in an old meeting-houfe that the Prefby- 

•tierians had ere£led, but not being in fo con^ 

. venient a place for them they had left it. — • 

U a 
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Many, both friends afid others came^ Bsm \ 
belbre it was quite gathered, the prieil witk 
a large company came in, and immediately 
began to pray, continuing a long tine.: but 
as foon as be had done, I fpoke to the peopk 
with fome authority, which feemed to daunt 
the priei):, who it was thought iatendeid to have 
taken up all lli« time himielf, and to l»ve pot 
lis by ; if he had fueceedcd, they would have j 
gloried and triumphed much, but therein they | 
\vere difappointed. In the courfe of my miii- 
*2llry, I in tided on the danger of neg^e8iiig j 
the work orourfai vation, fpeakingcautioufiy, 
Hiat (ucb an omiiTion might be irreparable. 
The prieft replying, faid, that (bould be ex- 
preiled will be irreparable* I deAred.hiia 
not to didurb u.s, for we did aot him r >^ 
repeating ray words over again,, with this ad- 
dition, I dare not fpeak conclufively of the 
mercy oi Gody> wfi^j is able by Chrift to faiM- 
us at the hour of death* After this be wa* 
iilent, only writing when he thought he bad 
any room to cavil, but he was ibon weary,. 
ior I was very ftrong both in po^er and tloc- 
trine, and great ^ tenderneCs was among the 
people, which wa« itrange tx) him, and i'crtp- 
ture came very apt to confirm my doflrine; 
the prieft growing weary would ftay no Icmga*^ 
but walked off, inviting the people to go with 
him, but very few went, We had a very 
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40Md4 ferviceable opportunity^ the meeung 
».eacbd very quiet and well. 

Next day I went to Portrmoutb, having 

been there before at an improper time, but 

*aow we had an excellent meeting; then I was 

at the new meeting-houfe, about which they 

'had had fome uneafinefs ; we had a meeting 

CO very good Catisfadion^and friends appeared 

well reconciled. Then I went once more to 

vifit the widow Hanfon at Knox>mar(b, who 

♦had, as before, been takett captive. From 

.thence to Stratham, having had a meeting there 

two or three weeks before, and the people 

were then very much afFefted : but the prieft 

^hearing of it, was very uneafy, and wfent a- 

:mongft his hearers, begging and praying them 

not to converfe with the Quakers, if they 

.could avoid it, fo that we had but few that 

.came; am(»igft whom was a man in drink, 

-who did cavil, and would pretend to a difpu- 

^iBtion, but he was fo much in liquor that he 

. ramUed in his difcoorfe, and knew tiot what 

• he faid 1 he went away in a rage, curfing as he 
went along. Thence 1 came to Hampton and 

• Armfbury, And had meetings at both places ; 
, thence to Newbury, and had a meeting; ho 

which the prieft was again invited, but he did 
not come near us. Next day I was at their 
monthly-meeting, which was but dull. Next 
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.day I was up in the vmoAs^H^ new:pl4c4 
where there were many people, and we:hailia 
good meeting. Next day I was at a ixiarriagi^ 
which was held in a Prefhyterian meeUBg|>iast^ 
a very coonmodious, handfome bottle^ and 
would contain near two thoufand pei^ple-, .«s 
fome faid ; however, it. was as &1I as ik^mU 
«weil contain, and the meetin^was very jsafy 
^nd quiet : fundry teachers from the neighhoi- 
zing tQwns wece there, and I was. doubtful ^f 
fome jangling and diipute, but all %NSsnl'«ff 
-very quiet and wieJI : I ^as largely open^ip 
fet forch the fervicejof our sionthly Hiemagf, 
-» with refpe^t to talking care of the poor, deci- 
ding of difFeiien€es, ami taking co^iz^nGe6of 
marriages : at which the people feemed pkaf- 
ed, wondering that they h»d no Such osder 
amongft them : this was a very higbday^ add 
ended weli« Next day I went to. Lyi^t had 
fundry meetings, at ireih places about Lymr, 
Marblehead, Salem, and in feverai little^la- 
ges towards fiollon : taking my leave of : frknds 
in that part of the country, I came lo JBofton, 
and had two meetings there. Then Irwenilo 
Mendam, Providence, and Swanfey, alias 
Wickapinfett, and had meetings ; and then to 
Scituate yearly meeting, which held two dajp, 
but nothing happened uncommon, ^fave tJM 
the parting meetif^ at Pembrook/^asvfiry 
* large, very open, and to good fatisfa£lion;«I 
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Jbadafmall meeting at Hanover fnd Freetown^ 

jitf^fo back to Wickapiniett again, and then 

|ie^ Rhode- 1 {land quarteriy-meetirig : the Hrft 

day <i bad; fometbing to fay to the oiinifteFs 

and elders about the dircipline of the church, 

wsuning them to look diligently to ilie flock ; 

st&d letting them know, that the apoftacy wa^ 

pai^ly occaficmed through the mimiiers and 

elders iwglefUog their duty, &:c. Next day 

was the meetifig of minifters and elders, and I 

was very much dranvn forth to both^ Then I 

had a meeting at Provideaee middle meetings 

. boufe, which was fmall, but pretty well. Thea 

by Mendam I went to Leicefier, and had a 

fv^eet good time with a few feeking people, 

^aml in the evetiiog I bad a long, confereace 

jyi^ith a^ young woman about ^1^ fabbath, the 

r lacraments, (fo called) and fome other points ; 

: in aH which fhe feemed vety. tender, and in a 

. good frame. I told her, I would not treat 

her as a difputant,. in an adverfe temper, but 

' ftsa fider and friend in the fame. faiih in degree ; 

, toll flie complained much of the bondage of 

• her education, and lamented her cafe. 
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i^t »iFrom thence I went to Oxford, where was 
no- meeting fettled, nor any iriend in that 

j'^tace r the priefts did all tltjat in them lay to 
hinder ihe people from coming to hear friends, 

iwtien any came araongft them, if they kriew- 
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k ; however, we fcad a good opportunity .—r 
Thence to the meeting in thai great houfc; 
not fiir from Seih Atdrrch's, which Was u fin^, 
fuW, and conrforiable meeting. Theft to tf«? 
upper roeeting-houfe, and fo to Moflianta- 
luck, dfKl to Warwic^^ and had meetmg^ irf 
thofe places. I vras defired to (tay to attend 
a difpiHe. One Hugh Adams, a prieft,^ had 
challenged friends^ he having undertaken -td^ 
prove infant-fprinkKng from fcripture, tor he 
an ordinance of Cbrift. B»t in the prboP he 
came off very lamely, Samuel Afdrkb, aii 
excellent and ingenioos difputant, was by ap- 
fK>mtnient to manege (he argament on friends 
fide, and noneetfe: bat fuch argmnents w 
iftie prieft brought for their fprinkling vftre' 
entirely new to the audience ; one was, the 
fpray of the red fea, when the childreft of 
Ifrad went through iu hy the strength of the 
wind, fprinkted the children, viz. Infants, an 
well as old pec^ple ; and as the apoftle faid, 
TAti^ wtft M baptized in the cleud^ And in the 
Jea. This was full proof of the point tbr 
infant-fprinkhng, he faid. But Samuel made 
an excellent fliort difcourfe on the teict, very 
iftioch to the purpofe, and he had fo indtch 
the afcendani in the argument on every branch^' 
ihat the prieft loft ground, and feveral of 
bis brethren being there, were much aflia- 
med of him. 
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1 ret^nrried hack to Rhodc-Iflatid, 

wud ib to Cock&t yearly-ineeting, which was 

very large ; satd then to Daitmouth yearly^ 

mcetingy which was iikewife very large, and 

uiat cvenii^ was a meeiing of miiiiiler&» whevo- 

^ I had much io lay on foodry b§9ji^ P^P^f 

to them : and next day being the yearly^neet-^ 

Vfig, it was very large, as heibie, diere being 

a ^eat refoct of people fiiany mites nound. 

It held ibree 'days, and ended to the fatisfac* 

tiofi of HftoA« Tiiisev^ag, as I was going 

to bed^ about ten ai night, there was an ex^ 

ceiling great earthquake, that made anoife 

like the 'drivmg of carts or waggons, on an 

moeven caufeway ; it continued about two 

Pftinutes, to the great furprife of the people* 

It was felt about fifteen hundred, miles, a« 

was ^ter oomputed, and as wis diought by 

4^1culation, was not 'qaite three hoors in ^oing 

l^t fpape. 

From thence I wem into the I (land, m^ 
C0pk x?iy lad fajrewell of my fnknds in thair 
part ff tihe country, having made a thoni)ugh 
vifit amongft thcii;^. The weather by this 
tjuaac grew very cold, it being the beginning 
of the ninth month ; however, I proceeded 
u> CoonefUcut, Jam^ftovm, Kingftown, and 
to Greenwich monthly-meeting. From thence 
Seih Aldrich, John Cafcy, johnfajrle, an4^ 
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Peieg Spencer, accompaaied me, and we tF^v^. 
elled into the Prefbyterian country ; and firft^ 
at a town called Prclion, we had afoial^ 
meeting, and hearit^ of a foiieral abo^t thtca 
miles off, we went thither; the people (whoi 
as we apprehended were baptifts) feemed 
much furprifed, and our not joining a yaimg 
man who prayed amongft them, m^e thpR 
look more (hyly on us 5 the poor man feem^  
in Qonfufion : J^ut when he had done, we had 
a fine opportunity to good iatisfaHion. Thea 
we took our journey towards New-Londo^i 
and on the way had a fniall opportunity witk 
fome Prefbyterians ; fuch of, them who wctc . 
bigottcd that way, were bard tofpeak to about 
the inward work,.they could not reeceive it. — 
Thence to New-London on Gratton fide, to 
one James, Smith's, who was one of R^^r'i. • 
kind of Bapiifts, but his wife was convinced^, 
and they were under ^rcat perfccution both o|. 
body and goods. I had a meeting at John 
Roger's on Ncw-Londonr fide, and he objeded 
againft the univerfality of the light that iaves,. 
and about baptifm ; he had much to fay fm i 
the continuance of water^baptifm,^ butat.tbe 
fame time would allow, that there was no rcafl. 
fpiritual benefit in it at all ; and he afferted*' 
that that light which condemns for evil, wat ^ 
but the tree of knowledge, and not faving^ 
out Chrift's light which faves, was another 
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ihhlgvdideftvdring hereby to divide between 
tkii iigkt that condemns, and that which favcs^ 
nixing them two different principles from 
eiBfefe ©ther. I took the bible, and turning to ' 
lie fitft of -John the cvangclift, fhewcd him, 
tHit the light there fpoken of, as the divinity 
0^ Chrift the Savior of the world, was the 
fymt prineiple that condemned the difobedi- 
cAt,' ^nd jbftificd the righteous; the principle 
w%i« not divided in itfelf, nor was it two prin- 
c^les, but one and the fame in all : and 
tbbugh the 6peraiion of this light ^dificred, fhat 
diffi^rence, it wi^ plain, was not in the light 
itfdf, bat in the diiferent objeft on which it 
I did operate 5 as for example*, the fame heat 
loFthe fuiv that foftens wax, will harden clajr; 
but this argues not two different qualities in 
tbfe'iJ^at -ofthefun, thoiigh the cffeEl of its 
heaft '^is^liffereiit on wax and clay : by which 
(aHiiasiigh ibis, or but few allegories ^ill hold 
throughout) the people law, that his notion 
of two different lights, one faving, the other 
coBd^mning has no foundation in the text. 
Then 4» to baptifm, he divided the inftituHon 
of 4t into three parts; firft, from John; fcc- 
OQdly^ ftom the apoftles pra6lifing it ; and 
thirdly i fropfi Matt, xxviii. 19. But I told 
hirn^ as he had already allowed that there was 
no real fpirttual advantage in outward water- 

• V • 
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baptifm, his imagt'Ttftry divifion of tbe iwBi^ 
tutioB fell of courfe ; ((k it was agSRnft reafi»i 
to fuppofe any thing ordained or inlti^cirted 
oy Cbrift, to be ufed in his cbitrch by believ- 
ers, could be of no real ferirfte; but riscot 
alloweft that baptifm with water is of tio real 
fervice, therefore it is no inftkucion of Chrift: 
but to conclude this head, we may compara^ 
lively with the apoftle fay, that k is noi^ the 
outward part of chriftianity^ or baptifno: viii 
do any good to believers, but in reality he is I 
a cITriftian, that is one inwardly : and bafmfin j 
is that of the heart, and hot that in the letttr, | 
which is really ferviceaUe and faving. Tfavs j 
we ended this conference : but he wais foU^ ef 
words j and confufed in' has notioiss.* 

I had then another nreetir^ at Craniai^ 
though but fniall ; after that we had an etc* 
ning meeting at one John Wood's, which wi» 
the beft we bad amongft that people, where 
fome obje8tions were made againft publi<tk 
prayer, but their objections were foontc- 
moved. And afterwards at Colchefter^ attd  
Hebron we had fome good meetings amon^ 
the people, though it was very difficuk'to'^t 
a place to me^ in at the foririar t but a man 
of re fol a tion offered a place, ai^d there heigg 
a town-meeting that day, we had a large com- i 
pany, who were very fobef, no cavillmg or 
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-4i%utes in ific leaft. Then we cafiie to Sea- 
rbtook aod KiiUngrworth, and had meetings 

aunongft tbc people who had feparated them- 

felves from the Prefbyterians, and inclineid 
ito the Baptifts^ who were getting into a lifelefs 
'form of {ingtng, and expounding in their own 

way and carnal manner,^#hich was likely to 
- be a fiiare to their hurt : we appointed another 
.tteeting among|t them, which was but fmatt, 

all ray frbtlds (kve John Cafcy and John Earle 
•harving left me. We t)6w fet oat for New- 
'Yatk, but had no meeting till we came to 

Rye, which was about 81 miles. I was glad 
' ami comforted to be amongtt our friends 
'^gafal, liaving been fo long from them, they 

being inuch more agreeable to me than other 

• people. From thence I went to Marrineck, 
<.-ftnd over the ferry to Flufhing, and it being' 

^leff qxiarterly-mceting, which held three 
^ys, the meeting of minifters and elders 
waf of good fcrvice, among then:i were 
(bme young miniftcrs ; at this quarterly 
tteeting we had a foHd time, a large apear- 
. amce of young friavls of both fexes being 

• there* After this meeting I went with Jofliua 

• Fielding a little on his way to the eaftward ; 
and on returning, I went to vifit a friend 

' that was much afflifted with lownefs of fpirits, 

and in a defpairing way, although he had 

. from his youth been a very fober tod orderly 
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inan, but Providence having favored biiB with 

conlidcrable fubQance, heimmagined he tranf- 

greffcd in having every thing too fafbionable 

and too rich, and did not ferve his Mak^r 

M'ith his fubftance as lie ought to have done ; 

this was a great load upon him. 

From thence I vifited Weftbury on ike 
plain : thence to Sequalogue, Huntingtoa, 
and Oyfter-bay, and had g6od and yery full 
meetings. Thence to Martinicock, and to 
Hempllead, where I had but middliag time^, 
though very large meetings ; I was rather 
more ihut up than I had been for fonae tiixie 
before, and being defired to go and give the 
poor defpairing friend another vifit, I went, 
and found hitn much out of order, which j 
made it unpleafant to be with him. From [ 
thence to Hempdead and Jamaica, the place 
\vhere I had been fo long a prifoner twen^ 
years before, and had meetings at both places, ] 
but the latter was very fnaall for want of due ! 
notice. Then to Flufliing monthly meeiing, 
which was much tp my comfort, not having 
had fo good a meeting tor fome weeks before,^ ' 
I here received fome letters from friends ^t 
the caftward, wliich.gave mq fome agreeable 
accounts of the eft'eQs that my labors had ha^, 
by inclining fome to come to our meetings, 
who did not before, in feveral places where 
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1 had meetings, there being a profpeQ; of 
' fotme coming nearer to the truth and joining 
^riic fociety ; withal informing me of the great 
earthquake before noted, how that of New- 
tniiy, Haverill, Aimfbury, and places adja- 
cem^ it continued for fourteen days and* was 
felt a long way on the banks of Maramack- 
River ; the account was confirmed by many 
'Who feit it, who/fleclared themfelves afraid to 
temain in their houfes during the feveral 
ihocks) which returned every twenty-four 
hours, continuing about the fpace of three 
minutes. The inhabitants did much blame 
* themfclvcs for their pride and luxury^ taking 
this to be a judgment Upon them for ibofe 
things. 

1 then went back to viTit Weftbury, fiera{^^ 

'fteid, Rockway, and had meetings in all thofe 

places, and to Jamaica again, where we had 

a large open meeting, and thofe rtiy old neigh- 

bors, among whom I had been a pjifoner in 

*iWy firft Journey came generally, and were 

.glad to iee me, sts I was to fee ihem, and 

' we had a comfortable opportunity together. 

After which I vifited New-Town, Flulhing, 

and the Kilns by New-Town, having a large 

'meeting > and fo to New-York, where I had - 

an evening meeting, not very krge. From- ^ 

V % 
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thence to the Narrows <)ver Staten-lfland,arid 
to Wood bridge, where I had a meetings and 
about ihree miles diftant atn evening-meeting. 
Then to Shrewfbury to their week-day meet- 
ing, and very ferviccable* Thence to Mid- 
dle-Town, where the Baptifts lent us their 
meeting-houre to meet in, although they bad 
given the pried leave to preach there, that 
lame day, fo that the pried and his hearers 
came lome time before our meeting was end- 
ed, and enlarged it very much, no cavil iK>r 
dii'puie happened;, but all ended quiet and 
well. Thence to PVeehold, and had a mce^ 
ing in the court-boufe to good purpofe; altba 
the people were of an ignorant fort, who made 
no profeffion at all of any religion, yet fonae 
of them were very well pleafed with that op^ 
portunity. Thence to Allen\s-4own and GroC- 
^cks, and was at their meetings : then went to 
vifit a ffiend who fomeiimes appeared in ptibt 
'tick, and there was a difTerence in fentimenu 
about this appearance, fome approved, and 
others^ difapproved his miniftry ; but altho 
the young man had taken oflFence at tho^ 
who did not like him^ we got fome of the 
mod difafFeQed together, and gave him a yiiit, 
and by conferring together, the young mao 
and thofe who were diffatisfied came to a 
better underftanding, which was to all oar, 
liking. Thence to Stony-Brook, and Alkos- 
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Town, and Crofwicks again, to the new meet- 
ing hcMife, and to Mount- Holly, and had 
qc^cetings at ihcm all to content. Thence to 
^one meeting more, and to Haddonfiield meet- 
ing, Woodbury-creek, Pilefgrove, Alloway's 
creek, and to Cohanfey ; but the weather being 
fo exceffive iharp with the extremity of froft, 
the meetings were exceeding fmalK Froni 
thence to Salem, and had a very large open 
meeting there^ and thence to Haddonfield, 
and Philadelphia, travelling over Delaware 
river upon the ice above a mile, and came to 
iheir week-day meeting, which was very fmall, 
by reafon of the exceeding fharpnefs of the 
weather : it is aimoft incredible to think the 
hardnefs of the froft in thofe parts : a man 
could fcareely bear any part of his fkin un- 
covered, for fear of being froze. I ftaid in 
town over firft-day, and from thence to Franc- 
fort, German-Town, Abington, and Hordiam, 
and fo back to Philadelphia, and ftaid their 
meeting of minifters, and was at three meet- 
ings on«firft day, which were very large and 
good, efpecially the firft and laft. Then I 
vifited Hertford, Radnor, New-Town, Go? 
ihen,and the quarterly-meeting for the county 
of Chefter, held at Providence, which was 
very large, efpecially the meeting of the min*. 
ifters and elders, (for there were there the 
grcateft part of the minifters in the province^ 
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and fcvcral fratn Jerfey fide) it was the lar- 
geft Sleeting of inimfters I ever wa^ at m^ 
thofe pariS) the lime of the year confidcrd, 
and I was very much enlarged in cocmfel and 
advice to ihem, being never fo o|M»ed cat 
fundry heads before ; and in the meeting of 
bufinefs I was drawn forth to ihew the quA- 
ifications of a right and true elder, and the 
excellency of right government in the chord*, 
which mult hrft be known in our own minds; 
for fuch who have not the government of dieiif 
own fpirits, are not fit to undertake the gov- 
ernment of others. After this I had one at 
Middle-Town, and fo to Providence general 
meeting, but I had very little to fiiy in either 
of thcfe laft meetings^ Thence to Darby, 
and had a fmall meeting, and fo to Philadel- 
phia, and had a grave meeting, infomuch that 
I was filled with admiration at fo uticommcm 
a fupply of new doflrine every day, whiclr 
gave me great caufe to be more and ffioit 
humble ; and when fome friends would fpcak 
in favor of fuch an opportunity^ or btanch «f 
doctrine, it would give me a (bock, left ^ 
any of thefe unwary commendations, i ftrotiW 
take to myfelf that honor which was due^ 
the Father of Spirits^ a|nd fo fall into a roV' 
bery unawai^es. 
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; Framnteiic^ I went to Plymouth, North. 

,Wates^ Buckingham, Wrighiftown, the falls, 

iNcihamioy, and Briftol, and fatisfaflory op- 

|>ortuni^eis ihangh fotne more agreeable than 

^otherr^t each place, and very full meetings, 

the feafon? confidered* from Briftol I went 

to I3tulir^ton, and was at their meetmg of 

ininifters and elders* but Iwd nothing to fay; 

I ftaid ^he firft day meeting, which was very 

large mA fervieeable ; it was the quarterly 

^ineeiiQg cio^, and the meeting of minifters 

^md eiders, and I having had fuch remarkable 

tfimas among the minifters occafioned thefe 

sSQCietings to be very large : at this meeting I 

, WAS divinely opfened with frefli? matter, fetting 

forth the figf vice of a divine and fpiritual 

fqainiftry, which was free from all contrivance 

an(^ f^iecaft of the creature^ in preparing itfelf, 

(either with former openings, or beautiful col- 

leBions of texts, or iayii^ itcmi books or 

writings, all which gadierings would bring 

' death, ^fid could be no other in the beft and 

•^o ft favorable cQdiftru£lio{|^ though well 

looked pn by fome, than the\niniftry of tte 

letter, under pretence of the miniftry of the 

f|^it, which is.a deception', of the higheft 

nature. 

Then I came into Pennfylvania to Wnghts- • 
town, was at their meeting of minifters, -and 
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)iftd a very agreeabk time with dheni^ mherem 
vis ibewfi the danger of fnurmuring at tha 
feeining ^eaknefs of 0ur gifts to a degree cf 
deje^tion^ and tiegie^ \q exerciCe oavfeWes iti 
them, {hewing that every gift of tke mimftry 
was of great fervice, ihotigh but fmali- m 
comparifon of others, and bad a great beaofy 
in it, and that we ought by no meaas ^ 
flight and neglefl it, bat to think weii, and 
be thankful that the Father of fpirits b^ 
given w a gift, though but fnxaiL And Ott 
the other hand^ to e2<;hort fuch^as had a mete 
elegaot miniftry, not to overvaluo tben^felvteri 
upon their gifts, but in humility, and wMh 
thankful heart5, render the (iKinor and f^niife 
wt^re due, not looking with an eye of con* 
tempt on their fuppofed inferior brethren and 
lifters, but in love preferring each other to 
themfeives, more efpeciaily^'confiderktg^ that 
mean and plain diet, handled by perfons who 
have clean hands and clean garments, though 
but mean to look at, v«t the cleanlinefs of 
their hands an^ garment^ as alfo the dk^ 
though plain, put in decent mdier, renders 
what they have to offer very a'greeable and 
acceptable to the hungry, arid for others we 
need not be ib careful. A friend plealantly 
faid, after meeting, at his table, I might free- 
ly eat J his wife was a cleanly houfs-wife^ being . 
willing to improve the fimile to her advantage^ 
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Bx€ having fomethtng to fay, though but little, 

OS a tmnifter, and her hafhand thotight (he 

did iiot give way to her gift as ihe oufght. 

The liext day was quarterly-meeting in the 

feitte phtee^ which was pretty large, and I.was 

dh-aun forth to fet the degrees of elders, as 

^e\\ as their different fervices, in a proper 

iight^ uDder the fimiKtude of the various 

liDfiruments wade ufe of in the Vrefting of a 

Jbiifldin^g, mA thdt every inftrairtent or too! 

iiad its proper fervice, when^ ufed » occafion 

tvquired, and every builder to ufe them at a 

proper time, and not odierwife. Thence 

dr wem over the river to the jerfey fide to 

0iie medcing, tteit was large. Thence back 

to Ncfliatniny again, and to Bybury, Abing- 

ilori, Horfliam, North- Wales, and the great 

Swamp, aind had a degree of fcrvice and 

iaitsfadiotf in all thefe places. Thence I 

meat to North-Wales to a funeral. Thence 

to Perkeoming, had a fmall meeting, and in 

c^n^ing from thence had an evening-meeting 

41^ a friend's hoofe, hi^ name was John JacQ]>s. 

•---Thenceto a funeral at Plymouth, where wad 

ra greftt company, and a very good meeting. 

— Theftce to Philadelphia, arid was at their 

hatfyearly-meeting of minifters and elders : 

fijndry friends came from Long-Ifland, afnd 

I was largely opened in it to recommend a 

ftedfali portdud with juilicc and a fingle eye 
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to truth, and its caufe at all times^ and to 
fet forth the fervice of elders and pillars in 
the church, fhewing how a pillar ftanding 
upright would bear a great weighty but if it 
leaned to either (ide, it would bend, and per- 
haps break before it wa$ fet upright again ; 
warning both minifters and elders againfl party 
taking, and party-making, advifing them as 
careful watchmen to guard the flock, ks fuch 
who mu(( be accountable for their truft, and 
in particular not to dip into differences, the 
minifters efpecially, either in the church or 
private families, but to (land clear, that they 
might have a place with both parties, to ad- 
vife and counfel, and fo they might be offer- 
vice in reconciling thofe who were at variance. 
And I had a concern to caution the minift- 
ers, in their travels, not to meddle with differ- 
ences, fo as to rafbly fay, this is righi, or that 
is wi'ong^ but to mind their own fervice, 
guardirrg againft receiving any complaints of 
frietids unfaithfulnefs before a meeting, which 
I had found very hurtful to me ; for fuch 
information without a careful watch, may 
influence the mind to follow it rather than the 
true gift. I had alfo to caution the minifters, 
in their travels, noi.to be hard to pleafe with 
their entertainments, but to fliew themfelves 
cafy and contented with fuch as poor friends 
could let them have^ and to guard againft 
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carrying ftories and tales from one place to 
another; and that as foon as their fervice 
was doaCi to retire home again ; for fotnc 
hy flaying too long after their fervice was 
ended, had much hurt to themfelves, and been 
iin uneafinefs to the church. I had iikewife 
to. caution againft appearing too often or too 
long in our own meetings, but that the minif- 
ters fhould wait in their gifts for the fpirit to 
put them forth ; that they carefully mind their 
openings, and not go beyond bounds, for if 
ve do, we fhali lofe our interelts in the minds 
of friends, and our fervice will be loft : always 
guarding againft feeking after praife, or faying 
any thing in commendation of our own doings, 
neither to be uneafy when we have nothing 
to fey ; as Iikewife to take care at fuch large 
meetings, not to be forward nor too long, be- 
caufe a miftake commuted in fuch a meeting; 
did much more hurt than it might do in fraall 
country meetings. I Iikewife touched upon 
the great duty of prayer, requefting all to 
guard againft running into too many words 
•without underftanding, but carefully to mind 
the. fpirit, that they might pray with it, and 
with underftanding alfo.. 

Next day was the half-yearly meeting, being 
the firft day of the week : I was largely open- 

W 
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cd to fliew the difference between the true an^ i 

falfc church, felting them fide by fide, that : 

they might judge for themfelves. I ftaid all 

that week in town, the meeting not ending till 

fourth day. I was at the firft and third day's 

meetings following, and fo took my leave. 

From thence I came to Derby, Springfield, i 
Merion, Chefter, Chichefter, Crefteen, and i 
Newcaftle, and had tolerable good meetings ; ! 
friends being acquainted that I was now tak- 
ing my leave of the country, the meetings 
"were very large, and feveral of them to good | 
fatisfaSion, much opennefs and brokennefs \ 
appearing amongft friends. Thence to Geor- j 
ge's-Crcek, D uck- Creek,. Motherkill, Hoar- 
kill, Cold-Spring, and To back to Motberkill * 
and Duck- Creek : had pretty good fatisfaftion 
in thefe meetings : the friends in thefe parts 
were but feldom. vifited, and but very few 
publick amongft them. The priefts, both 
Church and Prefbyterians, attempted to do 
Something, but the people being poor, and 
penfion fmall, they gave out for want of pay. 

From thence to Chefter in Maryland, it 
was a half-yearly meeting, but the weather 
being very unfeafonable, made it but fmall ; 
it continued two days, and the laft meeting ^ 
^as both largcft and beft. Thence to Cecil, 
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ftnd back to Gilbert Faulkner's, and John 
Tibbet's, and Duck-Creek, had good oppor- 
tunities, and took my leave after having one 
fmall meeting about nine miles diftant, and (b 
went for the quarterly meeting in Maryland, 
at Tread-haven-Creck, it was held in the great, 
houfe; a good meeting, but I found fome 
difficulties and mifunderllandings among them 
which did them much hurt. Next was at a 
monthly meeting in the fame place, where the 
uneafinefs appeared more plain, but endeavors 
were ufed to reconcile matters, and put a ftop 
to the uneafinefs. Thence to the Bay-fide, 
Tuckhow, Marchy-Creek, Choptank, and had 
meetings in all thefe places. Thence to 
Francequaking, Chickonancomaco, Nanticoke 
and over Viana-Ferry to Mulberry-Grove, 
and had fmall but comfortable meetings in all 
thefe places. Thence to the widow Gale's at 
Monay, and had a fmall meeting there in her 
houfe. Thence to Annuamefficks, and had a 
fmall meeting in the widow Waters' houfe. — 
Thence to John Curtis', and had a fmall 
meeting at his houfe ; fo to Thomas Crippin's, 
and had a meeting at his houfe, there being no 
. meeting-houfes in thefe places : then one cap- 
tain Drummond defired a meeting in his houfe, 
which I affented to, and it was to good con- 
tent. This Drummond was a judge of the 
court, and a very fenfible man. Thence to 
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Ma;T£rotty-Bay, and had a very good meeting 
at E'J'.vard Miflin's, a fine, zealous elder lie 
v/as ; he carried me over the Bay in his boat 
(about twenty leagues) to NanFemund; wc 
landed at old Robert Jordan's, and was at 
ihcir week day meeting. From thervce went 
towards Carolina, Jofeph Jordan accompany- 
ing me on my way to Nadian Newby*s, and 
his fon went with me to his uncle Gabriers. — 
Next day I went to Pafcotank, and had a fine 
open meeting, which was very large, for the 
inhabitants moftiy came to meetings there 
IV hen they expefied a preacher, and at other 
times pretty much. I vifited a young man 
in the neighborhood, a pretty roiniftcr, but 
in a declining way ; we had a comfortable 
lime with •um, he being in a good frame of 
mind, fit to die. Thence to Little-River, and 
to Pequeman's Booth, to the upper and lower 
meeting houfe, and had very large meetings. 
Tlicnce Gabriel Newby accompanied me to* 
wards Virginia back again ; the firft meetings 
that wc had were at the Weflern-Branch, 
Pagan-Creek, and at Samuel Savory's ; we had 
a pretty comfortable time at the laft place.— 
Thei] to Swan's- Point, and over James'-river 
to Williamfburg, and had a fmall meeting to 
tiich of thefe lall places : Jofeph Jordan being 
v.iih nil', we paid the governor a vifit, and 
interceded for his favor^ on the behalf of fomc 
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friends put in prifon on account of refuGng to 
train ; he was very kind, promiiing to do what 
lay in his power for them, and our people in 
general, and in a little time the friends were 
fet at liberty. 

^ We then went to Skeminhow to the 
widow Bate's, it was at a yearly-meeting at 
the widow's houfe, which was pretty large 
and open. Thence to Black-Creek, and to 
Curl's, and had tolerable good meetings. — ^ 
Then we had a meeting of minifiers and 
elders ; there were but a fev^ minifters in thofe 
parts, but we had a fuitable opportunity to 
good fatisfaclion ; and indeed it not often fell 
out, that in fuch meetings I was in want of 
matter fuitable to their States^ Next day 
was the public-meeting, which was large and 
well. Next day I was at Wine-Oak (thefe 
were all called yearly-meetings) which was 
large and well, and Jofeph Jordan had excel- 
lent fervice m if, but I had very little to fay. 
Thence' to the Swamp, and Co Grafly-Swampy 
Cedar-Creek, and Dover, and had line meet- 
ings, people being very ready to attend them > 
thefe meetings were above the Falls of James' 
River confiderably. Itlonce back over the 
tiver to Robert Honycote's, Lemuel Har- 
groves, Soraerton, and to Nathan Newby's> 

W a 
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in all thefe places I bad meetings, and fome 
of thcni very large and open. From thence 
into Carolina to their quarierly-meeting, and 
had a meeting at James GriiFei's houfe. — 
Thence to Little River on the feventh-day of 
the week, and firft of the quarterly-meeting : 
next day the meeting was very large, and I 
look my leave of friends therein, and we ba2 
a baptising time together, I'hen I returned 
hack to Virginia, and was at Nanfemund 
meeting, and had a large meeting at a friend's 
houfe, whole name was Levin Buffkin, it was 
a fine edifying meeting indeed. Then I came 
10 the Branch, and Chuckatuck, at their 
monihly-mcciing, but Robert Jordan had all 
the time, that being his laft meeting, he being 
to come to England, to vifit friends, in the 
ftime fhip wiih me. Another meeting was 
appointed at Arnold Wilkinfon's, which was 
Imall. After meeting I went to old Robert 
Jordan\% having been made exceeding wel- 
come, and alfo had feveraVgood opportunities 
in the family. I went to but two of three 
meetings more, getting myfelf ready to re- 
turn home, and accordingly we took leavct 
and came down the river to Kickatan, but 
we were forced, irw failing there, by miffing 
the channel, to lie aground by Newport's- 
^ofe near twenty. four hours before we could 
tQ Hampton, and when there, ftaid about 
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a w€ek and four days. George Walker wa^ 
very kind, invited us to lodge at his houfe, 
which we did about four nights, and had a 
meeting or two in his houfe, his wife being 
mare loving than I cxpeQed : fhe was George 
Keith's daughter, and in her younger days 
Ihewed great diffatUfaflion with friends, but 
^fter her father's death the edge of that bitter- 
nefs abated, and her hufband was very loving 
and hearty to friends, frequendy having meet- 
ings at his houfe. 

Having laid xvind bound a, week and four 
days, the wind fprung up fair for us, and we 
weighed anchor the 29ih of the fifth months 
ij2^^ with a frefh and fine gale; Robert 
Jordan feemed much pleafed that we were on 
our way, and a fecret Joy filled tny heart, 
being thankful that I hadbeen preferved fo 
well in health, and affifted with ftrength both 
of body and mind to accomplitli this long 
^jid tedious journey, through the very fevere 
extremes of both heat and cold, in about 
eighteen months, and mifled butfeven meet- 
ings which were far back in the woods, viz, 
one in the government of New-York, twa 
in the Jerfeys, and four in Pennfylvania : 
I waa not eafy to mils them, but my friends 
thought the weather and feafon of the year, 
iogetlicr with the great fcarcity of provifioa 
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both for man and horfe, and the great and 
thick fnow, with the extremity X)f the firoft, 
rendered that journey hazardous, if not iffl- 
praQicablc, and to ftay till the winter broke 
up, I could not fee it my place ; befides wbichy 
by (laying fo lot»g I (hould have loft my pat 
fege by the homeward-bound fkips, othcrways' 
I Thould have been billing to have taken thofc 
meetings ; if I could have faved my pafl'age, 
and accomplifbed it fo a^ I might >vafte no 
time, but go on diligently as I had done be- 
fore, for there were but very few of their 
meetings but that I vifited two, three^ and 
fundry of them four, five, or fix times, feveral 
of them being fituated in my way in paffing 
to and fro. I was not by any diforder or 
ficknefs, or any accident hindered (I think I 
may fafely fay) one hour all this time. — 
Indeed friends had km word to appoint a 
a meeting for me about thirty miles on my 
way, but the weather was fo extremely tem- 
peftuous, that when we came there, no meet- 
ing was appointed, for it was concluded I 
could not poifibly con^, fo I was under a 
neceiTuy to ftay one day longer in that place, 
which was the greateft hindrance t\^M 1 met 
with in all nhe journey that I remember. 

Now to return : in our voyage about 25a 
feagues from land as we thought, the wat«f 
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reemed like a river after a hafty ftorm of 
thunder; on feeing it thus, our people were 
under furprife, tried with the lead for ground, 
but could find none ; it was fo uncommon a 
thing that the failors could not tell what to 
think of it : ihis was about the 15th of the 6th 
inonth ; we bad fine pleafaut weather, and a 
great plenty of dolphins and other fifh, for 
-which providence I was very thankful ; but 
en the 22dof the fame month, about three in 
the afternoon, an exceeding guft of wind, fuch 
ian hurricane as oar failors faid they never 
knew, came from the north, which bore fo 
ut>expe0:edly without any warning upon us, 
that CO all appearance our fliip would be in a 
inometit fwallowed up in the fea, the waves 
running over us, and the water coming into 
the great cabbin windows and the forecaftle, 
fo that from five or fix inches of water in the 
hold, it fo* encreafed, that we had nK)re than 
fo many feet in a few minutes ; the decks 
feemed as though they would break dpwn, 
being fo very heavy with the waves breaking 
in upon them, they alfo ftaved us above a ton 
and a half of water in cafks faftenedupon 
deck, wafhed fome hogs overboard, and fev- 
cral dozen turkey^s, geefe, and other fowls 
were droAvned, which afterwards, with the 
water and fwine, were much miffed by us ; 
befidcs all this, the wind tore our fails like 
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paper, broke our foretopmaft, and feveral of 1 
the yards, like rotten (ticks, and the round 
foretop; the fliip by th6 violence of the tem- 
pelt lying on one fide, as though fhe would 
not right up again, fo that ihey were for cut- 
ting away her marts and rigging, but I begged 
the mafter not to do it, but to truft to Prov- 
idence, for I was faii&fied fhe would rife again 
as foon as the wind abated : the wind began 
to abate in a little time, and the fhip righted 
up, but the tiller of the rudder being broke, 
it was very dangerous until they had got the 
rudder fattened, which, in a little time before 
it was dark, was effefted with great difficulty 
and danger ; but the fea running fo very high, 
tolled the fhip very much, aiid came in with 
that violence, that there was no other appear- 
ance but foundering and finking imaiediaiely, 
for fome time, efpecially till the rudder was 
put to rights; but when they had the com- 
mand of the rudder, there were fome hopes 
of relief, but while the rudder was at liberty 
there was no commanding of the veffel, but 
Die lay at the mercy of the fea, and it feemed 
as though that would alone carry away the 
ftern of the veffel, by being forced through 
the violence of the waves from one frde to the 
other: but when we had got up the dead 
lights, and fecured ourfelves in the bed manner 
we couldj then all hands to pump, for we 
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found between feven and eight feet of water 

in the hold, but as the tofling of the fliip made 

tllat very difficult to guefs right, it might be 

more or lefs ) however, having a good fliip, 

new and firm, we found hope increafed, but 

ive were all very wet and fatigued, and a 

dark and troublefome night it was, and we 

niuch longed for the day, but the wind was 

very much abated, not lading above two hours 

fo very flrong : and when day-light came we 

were glad, but that was foon turned into 

mourning, by difcovering the mean ftate of 

our fhip, efpecially the rigging and fails, and 

finding io great a lofs of water and frefh pro- 

vin9n, things of value, next to life itfelf: all 

thefe loffes put together were caufe of trouble, 

but by grieving we could not help ourfelves, 

therefore we could with the Pfalmift, in fome- 

thing of the like nature, fay, fuch trials put 

people to their wits end : howbeit, in turning 

the mind to that divine Power and Providence 

which is prefent every where, ruling both by 

Tea and land, and whom the winds obey, I 

found comfort in meditating on his promifes 

to care for thofe who put their trull in him. 

Now our men, who were all preferyed 
from any other damage, faving the taking of 
cold, which we all felt the effefl of to a great 
degree, went about putting the rigging to 
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rights again, which took up a full week be^ 
fore we could make fail, the wind blowing 
ftrong and variable ; and when they had got 
things in a good condition, the wind was i- 
gainft us for feveral days, which made us 
thoughtful to take care of what water and 
provifion we had, that we might not be fur- 
prifed with want, when we had no power to 
arm againft it. The men were all called up 
to hear a propofal, which was thus ; three 
pints of water a man for twenty-four hours, * 
and five pounds of bread for a man a week^^ ' 
having other provifions, both frefh and fafc, | 
a good handfome ftock, to the full allowance. 
At this there was tincafinefs ; but this allow- 
ance would hold by our calculation but for 
about four weeks, fo that if we faw not forae 
hopes of getting in, in two weeks, we muff 
come to Icfs allowance again. 

The wind contiftued ftill againfl us till the 
7th of the feventh month, and then veerect 
a little to the fouthward, and we apprehend- 
ing ourfelves to be too much to the north, 
were not willing if we could avoid it, to put 
into Ireland; but in about three days after 
this we had a bravfe wind, which lailed for 
fome days, and it gave us hopes of feeing 
land, which we much longed for, being threat- 
ened with want of provifion, of both bread 
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mtid water, but not flefh, if providence did 
not interpofe : our hearts were cheerful, and 
g^ladnefs appeared in every countenance, but 
Alas ! it was a ihort-lived joy, for in the fore- 
noon on the 13th the wind fcanted upon us 
Again, and about five in the afternoon we 
founded, trying for ground, but found none : 
this made us all look pale, and fadnefs of 
heart appeared in every countenance ; beOdes, 
our [hip bein^a dull failer, added fomewhat 
to our trouble, fearing that we were further 
from land than we thought by our reckoning, 
and the greateft comfort we had, was a good 
fliip under us, though a heavy failer, therefore 
ve cheered each other with the hope of gain*- 
ing our port in due time with fafety and com- 
fort : and this I moralized to myfelf, by 
confidering the refemblance of a Chriflian's 
progrefs through this life, fometimes in a 
degree of profperity, being under encourage'^ 
ment to prefs forward witb a fair wind, and 
anon under as great adverfity and difcourage- 
ment by temptations, perfecutions and afilic'^ 
tions. 

In two days more we founded, and found 
ground at eighty-two fathom, judging our-^ 
felves from the Lizard fixty leagues, but alas 1 
the wind veered and blew feven days fo ftrong 
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againft us that we were dri\'enfromfaind st^wt 
thouglity a hundred leagues* This nHKie m 
talk of (hortening our allowance agatn^ but 
that night, about twelve o*clock, the wiad 
veered in our favor., and the Tailors cried^ a 
large wind, a large allowance $ nothing being 
more difagreeable in iu kind than a large wiiid 
and ihort allowance. And the wind being 
fair, we went on with checrfultieis, and upon 
the credit of this fair wind fchne of the moi 
had not a morficl of bread left by night, nor a 
fpoonfal of water, and had near thiriy-fix , 
hours of their week to come : bowever, ve 
went aloi^ fo agreeably, that erery body 
looked pleafant^ and k was cotnely to behold; 
but alas ! this lafted but about fixte^i hours 
before it came right in our teeth 4^;ain, and 
blew very ftrong;. Such ups afid d^wt^ we 
had, that the Tailors grew very uneafy, and 
did curfe and Twear, nay did not ftick to blaf- 
pheme in Tuch a way as made it uneaTy, and 
very unplealant to hear ; but this did not iaft 
long before it was calm, and the wind came ufi 
fair again, and we fpeaking with a fhip oal> 
ward bound, they gave us new heart, by ad- 
vifing us that Sciily bore from m norch>eaft 
about twenty -two laagues diftance. AlTo this 
day we fpoke with a king's ihip cajled the 
Dragon, come from Jamaica, and in the 
evening faw fundry fliips coming in ; dus 
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ItlsNie ir took very plf afant, befides a fine gale 

irt 0ur favor, fo.that on ihe 27th wc faw the 

^«nd about five in the evening, and a (hip lo 

vrindvvard bore down to us, and tol'd us, it 

"viiMfi the Lizard, land we judged that it bore 

K. N. £j from us about fix leagues didance. 

N^xt day the witxl was againft us, turning in 

the night E. N. E; fo that we led fight of 

-t)ie l^vd again, but tackitig and Handing the 

other way we foon faw ii, and having the tide 

^itnder foot, though biit a fcant wind, we fhot 

in a conftderable way, but after the tide was 

fptnt vfe thought we loft ground, but tte 

wind veering to our advantage, and a better 

gate, did hetp us much, fo that on the 28th 

we fhot pretty, near in, thinking to have put 

into Fatnsouth, but the wind being ftitl more 

^vorable, we Rood for the Ramhcad; then 

it grew almoft calm, fo that what we got by 

the flood we loft by the ebb, and we could 

biitjuft difcern the Eddiftone like the mad 

of a (hip through a glafs, and fcarcely at all 

t?iih the naked eye ; bufr on the 29th, it being 

the firft.day of the week, having a fine tide 

and good wind all in our favor, gave us fome 

hopes to get into Plymouth by meeting time, 

the very thought of which was agreeable ; 

but alast by eight in the morning we found, 

to our forrow, the tide againft us, and the 

wind dying away, wc loft ground, but fhortly 
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after the wind blew pretty ftrong and fair; 
then we found we ftem'd the tide and got a 
liule forward, and when the ebb was fpent^ 
the flood with the wind came in very (Irong, 
though a neap tide, fo that we raifed the land 
very fad, and about two in the afternooo 
came a-brea(t the Eddiftone, about a muiket- 
fhot from it, and had a full view .thereof^ 
going along with pleafure. In about a quar- 
ter of an hour after this, pilots came off, 
feveral (hips wanting fafc conduB, and about 
nine we got fafe to an anchor, juft by the 
pafTage againft Edgcombe houfe, and on the 
30th I landed at Plymouth, and (laid in town 
that day, and was very thankful I wa.s fafe on 
(hore again, having been juft nme weeks oa 
our paflage, and the laft five of it was a very 
trying and affliQing time, but the four firft 
were very pleafant and comfortable. 

Jjcing now on fhore amongft my friends, I 
took horfe the ift of the Sth" month, and came 
to Exeter that night. Next morning being the 
2d of the month and 4th of the week, I came 
home, and as I entered my own houfe, oh I 
the inward comfort and pleafure which I then 
felt, raviflied my heart, that I could, fcarce 
iorbear to cry out, God ! thai Gad who judgeth 
1/tun^ is jujl in all his ways^ and rtwardeth 
peace into the bofom ofthoft who fear and ohyi 
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Jiim. And being by all my family and friends 
Itindly received, made my return exceedingly 
'delightful. 

In about 22 months and odd days I finifhed 
thss journey, from the 2 2d of the 10th month 
1726, to' the 2d of the 8th month 1728, and 
in that time I travelled by land and over riv- 
ers about 5322 miles, befides paffing and re- 
palling the great ocean; and. as I had beert 
but of that country fomewhat more than 2 1 
years, and found fo great an increafe of the 
profeffors of truth, I had a curiofity to exam- 
ine a little into it, finding raoft of the old 
meeting-houfes very much enlarged, fome to 
"hold double, and foqne treple, and fome four 
times the people that tKe old ones w.ould in 
my firff going thither, and even now fome 
vanted to be enlarged, or new ones built at 
proper diftances ; belides the account of new 
houfes built in that time, in places where were 
none, nor meetings but what were kept in 
private houfes, which grew fo numerous, that 
neceflicy put them upon erefting houfes ta 
accommodate themfelves. In New-England 
and Rhode-Ifland are 12: in the government 
of New- York are 6: in both Eaft and Weft- 
Jerfey are 9 : in Pennfylvania 13* in Mary- 
land 4 : in Virginia 9 ; in North Carolina 3. 

X a 
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In all there have been 56 new iDeeting-hou(es 
buiU within thefe two or three and twency 
years pait, and in thefe provinces there are 
about ten places more ihey want where they 
have none, and many old ones want to be en- 
larged, not havinj^ room for half the people. 
Now the extraordinary increafe of profelfors 
is much to be attributed to the youth retain^ 
ing the profelFion of their parenti, and raarry^ 
ing fuch : fof indeed moil of the people in 
Pennfylvania are of this profeilion, as well as 
in the jerfeys and Rhode-lfland, fo that young 
people are not under die temptation to marry 
luch as are of diiferent judgments in reti^o% 
9l& in fome parts. 

Now being fafe rettkrnd home, I wa$ diligoift 
u\ my way, minding my bufmefs, and attended 
publick meetij()gs, funerals, &:c. imtil the year 
1740^ at which time I found a concern to vifii 
ibme parts of the Noub^ and Ireland, vhich 
comes next in courfe, with refpefl 10 botk 
time and place, viz. 

An jfcc9nnt •/ my Travels hita the N^rth of Enghni, 
tmd Ireland thtfttend Time^ tn the Tear f 740- 

After having acquainted my frknds with 
what I had in view, requeftintg as is ufual a 
the like cafes, a certificate from the monthly 
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fneeiing^ which M^as readily granted, I left my 
ho«fe the ift of the 3d month, 1746, and 
vent to the funeral of an intimate friend, m. 
Thomas Gary, of Long-Sutton, the meeting 
was very large and well. Thence I went to 
Street, and fo for Briftol to the yearly meeting, 
'Which was attended by many friends, and was 
very much to fatisfafilion ; I was largely open- 
ed both in the publick and fclcft meetings of 
minifters and elders. Leaving that place I 
went to Bath, Bradford, Melkfham, Chippen- 
ham, and Cain in Wilt (hire, and had in all 
thefe places meetings 10 good fatisfaftion, in 
fofne more than others. Thence to Newbury ^^ 
Reading, Wickham, and Uxbridge, and had 
meetings at all thcfe places, which were pretty 
well. Thence to London to the yearly meet- 
ing, where I was more particularly enlarged 
aoiongft the minifters than ever I had been 
before in England, which gave me fome appre- 
henfion it was to be my laft, and when I was 
taken iick, of which in its plac^, it feemed to 
confirm it. I had Hkewife a very good timti 
in ihe parting meeting, which confirn?ed me 
that I was in my place. From thence I 
went to Hertford, it was their monthly-meet- 
ing, and I (laid three meetings in that to\yn. 
.Thence to Ware and Royfton, and had con- ^ 
jfiderabie meetings in both places. Then into 
Effex to SaiFfon-Waldenj Thackftead and 
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Coggefliell, and had tolerable good times ; 
fo to Cokhefter yeariy-meeting, which was 
very large, and I had the company of Tohn 
Gurney and Jofhua Toft, who both had'vciy 
eminent fervice in. that meeting. 

t 

I was faken ill with a cold, b«t had fo good 
a time amongft the minifters, that I thought 
myfelf almoll cured ; but after meeting riding 
to Bury, it brought fuch a fever upon n»e, 
that I thought I could not furvive it, and 
this feeined to confirm my former apprehen- 
non, from that uncommon enlargement I had 
amongft the minifters in London, that I fhould 
never have another, and this notion grew upon 
me, adding much to my lownefs of fpirits; 
however, I was obliged to tarry a week wiih 
my friend John Dreweit, at Bury, and his 
kmdnefs and tendernefs over me in that low 
weak condition, was very great andcomforta- 
L •' I *=°"^<^y«<^ me to Mildenhall in his 
chair, but I was very weak, and obliged to 
Itay at Jofeph Ellington's one week longer, 
who was alfo very kind and tender over me. 

From thence I went to Brand, and through" 
fome part of Norfolk into Lincolnfhire, and 
had very large meetings at Lynn, and at Gainf- 
»?orough a great number at a funeraLand meet- 
the'.at fevcral other places, which Werclarge. 
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I met my dear friend Jofhua Toft at Lynn^ 

and he was wiji^h me. at Gedney, and other 

u^eetings between that and Gain^orough, and 

then we parted, and I went into Yorkfhire^ and 

had fundry larg^ meetings, confidering the 

places, as at Leeds, Rawden, Bradford, Skip- 

ton. Settle, and Sedbergh; (at which lali place 

my mouth was (irft opened in miniitry) and on 

firft day to Kendal,^ and had two large meet- 

ings, and then went dire£lly for Whitehaven 

by Cockermouth, but had no meeting till I 

carne to Dublin, (laying in Whitehaven but 

about twQ hours. 

I took (hipping the ift of the fixth ntionth . 
174O9 and landed fafe at Dublin the 4th. I 
ftaid there two firft-days, being under fome 
diforder, and from thence I went to Drogheda 
and Munallen, where I was very particular 
about the call and qualifications of true gof- 
pel minifters, (hewing, that wicked men could 
i>ot be fuch ; and thence to Lurgan, and bad 
&tisfa6lory opportunipes, Michael Lightfoot 
being there at the fame time. ^ From thence 
to one meeting between that and Li (borne, 
and fo I went to the north as far as Balluarrey, 
and then returned back to Toberhead, Old 
CaRle, Coothill, villting meetings on that 
fide to Limerick, and fo to Clqnmell, Yough* 
hall| and to Cork to the province meeting. 
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fo bo^ck by Water Ford to t^ province qnsrtcf Ijr- 
meclifig at MountonelUck^ viiiimif the meet* 
ingft roqiici as I weot lo Montraib, Edeciderity, 
and fo to Dtiblin lo a mairriage^ wi^tere t&9 
fome time I had very hard wark, but k ended 
very well : from ihcDC^ 1 went into tke coud^ 
try io Wicklow, ai^d round by Garltfw^ vific* 
iQg (he (Beetinga round to. the naitonal hsM^ 
yearly meeting at Dublk)^ about the i^ib of 
tbe ninth month. 

I found in that nation a brave, zealous anet- 
living people in the root of inie religion and 
difcipUne, or church government, well qual- 
ified with experience in divirte wifdom j but 
there were alio fome who ftemed very pcrfeS* 
in the fortn^ and appeared to the oiitward 
very exa£i and zealous a^inft (Mride smd 
worldly codoms, but for alt that, the infide 
was not right, fo that I found often ^try clofe 
cxercife amongft them, in warning them a* 
gainft the leaven of the Pharifees, which was 
equally^ if not more hurtful to religion thaii 
that of the Publicans : and in fome places, 
fhewing that it was needful to be gcxKl exam- 
ples in plainnefs of fpeech, as Well as apparel, 
which many bad deviated fFf>m ; but never- 
thelefs fuch there were, who though plain, and 
othcrwifc ftricl, were too much taken up with 
the worW, and the riches of it, making hafte 
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to tncrcttfe thtir fubllame^ ^hAoti Was a Vety 
great htmiraffiee to their growth ift th^ lifd of 
religion, and made them dwarfifli therein ; 
1kmv%{anh^ that a form, without life^ whether 
by education or oihehvife, would notavbil; 
aifo warning the liiitiiftefs in iht ex^erdfe of 
their, gifts, to iceep to the fpirit, n^fid mii^d 
cafTefally their openings^ and not to preach the 
letter, laifder a pretence of the fpirit, ahd fo 
inAead of mintftering life, minifteir d^^^h tot^ 
people. In the main I bad grt$at comfort, 
and oMy very good 0pportutuii€s» 

I kft that natron fiall of pe^ce in my own 
iQiind^ herng glad that I went thither : I wds 
at eighty two or eighty chtee meeting^^ in it, 
ttod took fliipping the igdi of the ninth month 
1740, in company with my dear friend Mi^ 
ohael lightfooH for workitigton^ and was but 
twiefifty-foiir ho^ifs on the water; it wds a 
rough though very <)utck paflbge;^ n^y friend 
was very fick^ and fo was I alfo^ bat not to 
that degree as he was« We hired horfes to 
go m Whitehaven, it being about 6 or 7 miles, 
mdr daid there till next day^ it being firft- 
day, and had two meetings, the laft being 
very large. I vifited in and about Cocker- 
mouthy and Pardfevj many of which were 
v<ry large, and then by Kefwick to Hawks- 
bead^ where i was mach comforted, being at 
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friend Lancafter's houfe at Colthbufe^ aitd 
had two meetings there, which were very full. 

Thence I went to Kendal, had no meeting, 
but next morning went to Sedberg to the gen* 
eral n^eeting, which was fmall by reafon of a 
deep fnow and very hard weather. Thence to 
Prefton- Patrick, and back to Kendal, but had 
no meeting. Thence to Crook, and had a 
fmall meeting, then back to Kendal to their 
week-day meeting, where was a funei-al.— r 
Thence I went to Shap, but it was very bad 
travelling by reafon of the (now and frofi* 
Thence to Cumberland quarter! y.meeting, by 
Carlifle and Moorhoufe to Wigton, where it 
was held ; and confidering the feafon, it wai 
very large ; holding two days ; at a meeting 
of miriift^rs and elders held in the evening, I 
was pretty much enlarged, as well as at the 
other meetings. I returned back to Penrith, 
being accompanied by my friend Rowland 
Wilfon this journey, who was of great fervicc 
to me, and my friend John Wilfon and hii 
intended fon-in-taw met me at Penrith, where 
we had a very lirge evening-meeting, to very 
good fatisfa3ion; the diflenting teacher, with 
many of his hearers were dicre, and it waj 
very well. Thence to Teril, and to the 
monthly-meeting at Great-Strickland, and fo 
by Shap to Kendal, where I was- at three 
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Ttiectings befides the quarterly-meeting, artd- 
the meeting of minillers, all very large and 
fatisfaflory ; and the weather much warmer. 
I took my friend John Wilfon's houfe for 
home at Kendal, and James Wilfon's at 
Sedberg, ftaid their firft day meeting, and had 
an exceeding large meeting in the evening. — 
*rhat meeting, with Cockermouth and White- 
haven, were three the largeft meetings I had 
in the north that journey. Thence to my old 
friend Robert Chambers, and to Prefton gen- 
eral meeting, and dear James Wilfon and his 
wife met me there, ii was a pretty large meet- 
ing, but I was much fliut up in it; and after 
meeting James and John Wilfon, with Robert 
Chambers, and fundry others, accompanied 
me to the quarterly meeting at Lancafter, 
whibh began next day, and was very large. — • 
Thefe quarterly meetings of Cumberland, 
Weftmoreland and Lancafliire, were three of 
the largeft that I remember to have been at, 
one after the other, in fo fhort a time, and 
they had an excellent oeconomy in the manage- 
ment of their affairs ; but there was no meet- 
ing of minifters at Lancafter at this time. It 
may be very juftly faid, I think, that thefe 
--three counties are in a thriving way in the 
very life of religion and true godlinefs. 

Y 



f 

L 



27B The life and TRAVELS op 

Having received a line from my dear vife, 
that flie was weakly, and wanted me to return, 
prevented my vifiiing the North as I had in 
view, fo that from Lancafter I had no meeting 
till I came to Mancheftcr, where I had two 
good meetings. Thence to Stockport, Mac- 
clesfield, and Leek, and had fmall meetings at 
each place. Thence to Birmingham and had 
two meetings, the lad a funeral, pretty large, 
but not fo edifying as I could have defired it. 
Thence to Worcefter, Gloucefter and Briftol, 
and had meetings at them all to very good 
fatisfadion, efpecially at Worcefter and 
Brittoi. 

in this journey I travelled in Ireland (ex- 
clufive of the fea) 678 miles, and in England, 
before and after my return from Ireland, 930, 
which in all is 1608 miles, and fave my illnefs 
at Bury, Had my health as well as I could 
cxpeft, being humbly thankful, that I was 
fo ftrengthened both inwardly and outwardly 
to accomplifli my journey fo well, not having 
that I remember, left any thing undone in 
that nation, fave fomething I had to fay in 
the mens' meeting at Dublin, but their hafty 
breaking up prevented it, which gave me 
uneafinefs for fome weeks after, and I remark 
it here for a caution to others; for I miffed 
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fuch an opportunity as I could nevermore 
expcft to have, and this added to my unea- 
finefs. 

Thus I faw that my fear of breaking in 
upon the meeting, and hindering their buii- 
nefs, made me lofe roy time, fo that I came 
off with a burden upon my mind. 

j^n Account of my Travels Jince the Deceafe of my Wife^ 
nuho after a iingertng Illnefs departed this Life the 6th 
of the id Month 1 746. 

I fet out from home the 27th of ihe 4th 
month 1746, towards the quarteriy-meeting 
jBkt Lifkard in Cornwall, which in that county 
. and Devonfhire, are ufually called yearly- 
meetings, and had two fmall meetings in the 
way, viz. at Collumpton and Oakhampton ; 
thence to Launcefton, where we had a very 
large meeting, the place confidered, the peo- 
ple being very fober and attentive, and the 
gofpel flowed freely to them ; I was much 
comforted with that meeting: thence to Li f- 
kard to the quarterly meeting, which by reafon 
of the unfeafonablenefs of the weather, was 
fmaller than ufual, there being few befides 
friends, but things were tolerably well ; and 
froip thence to Plymouth : friends of both 
counties attend thefc two meetings. After 
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which I had a meeting in the evening at the 
raiifh, ^vhere I think but one fannily of 
iriends dwelt, wc had a tolerable good meet- 
ing, many people came to it ; then to Kingf- 
bridge, and fo for Exeter, and was at their 
week-day meeting but had nothing to fay ; 
fo by Collumpton to Chard, and then home, 
where I ftaid until it was time to fet out for 
the yearly-meeting in Gloucelterfhire, held 
at Hampton-Road, which being well fupplied 
by fundry able rainifters attending, it was 
thought to be of good fervice. 

# - 

I returned by Bath, F/oome and Ship ton- 
Mallet, had three meetings at Bath, one at 
Froome, and one at Shipton, all to very good 
fatisfaclion, and then home, where I ftaid 
fome time ; but fincfing the conflraint of love 
to vint London, I waited to be clearly fat- 
isfied in the undertakiiig, and was not eafy to 
go till the 20ta of ihc nth month, 

I went by Briftol, and the meetings were 
\C:rv large, I flai:i two Hr!t days, and had very 
].loo(i faiisfafiion in bring (here; then I went 
ibr Loju]v>a ihrow.^.b Wihlliire, and had a tol- 
t'rablii fa-iNlaftory opportunity in the evening 
r't <^lji;)j)i:nham5 where fundry (Irangers came 
hi ; nc;:t to Cahi, arjd had a. meeting there alfo, 
but not quiic fo iati.sial'iory ; thence to Marl- 
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b<itx>ugh, and had a very open time, many 
neighbors came who were very fober and at- 
tentive ; thence to Newbury, and had a fmall 
meeting ; thence to Reading, and was there on 
firft day both morning and afternoon, and had 
good fatisfaQion ; thence to Maidenhead, 
where fundry friends from London met me; 
from thence I went to a meeting at' Uxbridge, 
appointed for Hannah Harris ; from thence 
to London, and was in town four weeks. 
In five firft days I vifited all the meetings, ^ ^ 
and fome of them fundry times over, I had ^^ 
fometimes great fatisfaftion and comfort, but'^ 
at other times I was very low, and under ^ 
great poverty of fpirit ; the firft-days were hard 
(ei vice : the evening-meetings at Grace-church 
Ibreet wQre very open, and the gofpel flowed 
to them very plentifully, at which meetings 
vaft variety of hearers frequented, of difFerenC 
ftates and profeffions, but the fountain being 
opened, there was a fupply fuitable to their 
conditions. 

After I was clear of the city, ftindry friends 
accompanied me to Efher, where we had a 
fmall but pretty open meeting ; thence to 
Guildford, where we had a very fmall and 
poor meeting. 1 queried, why they did not 
give their neighbors notice ? to which they 

Y a 
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anfwcrcd, they did not uft to do it. There is 
a very great remiirnefs amongll our people 
in this rcfpeft, for if they were diUgem, and 
dcfirous to have the company of their neigh- 
bors, where the minifter is fo concerned, it 
might be of great fervice to them. I went 
from thence to Godalmin, where we had a 
very large and open meeting ; thence to AUoH;, 
and had two very agreeable meetings ; fo to 
Wincheftcr, where were but a few friends; 
ilien to Rumfey, and had a ftnall meeting; fo 
to Ringwood week-day meeting, which was 
fniall, but pretty well ; thence to Pool, and 
had a meeting or two there, and then home, 
being very glad that 1 fucceeded fo weU, both 
iis to health and ability of mind, getting home 
4.bcut the middle of the 2d month 1747* 

I now vifitcd the meetings in the neighbor- 
hood, until the gth of the 3d month 1747^1 
on that day took my journey for Eriftol year- 
ly-meeting, and 1 had bat one meeting be- ' 
tween home and Briftol; the meeting there 
was very large and well. From thence to the ! 
quarterly-meeting for Gloucefter(hire, it was i 
held at Thornbury, and I had a very fatisfac- 
lory time there t thence I went to Nailfworth, 
was taken much out of order in the night, but 
went to meeting, although not very fit for it; , 
my dear friend Richard Champion came " 
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there, and I went with him to his houfe, which 
made me think, by the refpeft and kindnefs 
he (hewed, that he was an excellent fympa- 
thizing friend in affliftion, for he foon, for 
my encouragement, faid, he would go to 
Worcefter with me, for the meetings were 
appointed fo far ; and my worthy friend went 
with me thither. 

I was bravely recovered by the time I got 
to Worceftor, having only Cheltenham and 
Xewkefbury meetings between that and Nailf- 
worth. I was at Worceftor on firft-day, at^ 
.three meetings, and had good fatisfaction and 
peace in them. I went thence 10 Brooms- 
grove, and had a fmall meeting comfortable 
and well ; thence to Birmingham, where I 
ftaid the feventh-day, and went to Coventry 
on firft-day, and was at two meetings there, 
^hich were both open and well ; but the 
latter more fo than the firft : from thence to 
Hincley, Leicefter, Caftle-dunnington, and 
to Nottingham on firft-day, where I was at 
iheir two meetings, but few befides our own 
prefeffors were there ; the meetings were tol- 
erable well : I had not very agreeable fervice, 
to ray own apprehenfion, in fome of the above 
meetings, though fome friends thought my 
dofclrine fuitaWe to their ftat^s, and that is 
the chief end which we ought to aim at. — 
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From thence I went to Mansfield, and had a 
very full' meeting at a funeral, with which I 
had great comfort and peace : thence to 
Chefterfield, Sheffield, and Warnfwonh, and 
had tolerable good opportunities ; thence to 
RawcUfF, and to York quarterly-meeting, 
where I had good fervice. 

^ From York I went into Holdernefs, by 
Thorn, Iththey^ Malton, Cranfwick, and Bev- 
erly, where was a monthly-meeting, which was 
I hope ferviceable, being a large gathering of 

Jyoih friends and other people of different per- 
fuafions ; thence to Hull, Wclwick, Ouftwick, 
Horn fey and Burlington ; Oullwick was a 
very large meeting, the others but fmall, but 
not to complain of; thence to Scarborough, 
where I (laid a full week, and was at two iirft 
day meetings, which were both large and com- 
fortable ; 1 had feven meetings in that place 
to good fatisfaftion ; then I had a fmall meet- 
ing at Staten-dale, and fo to Whitby, and had 
three meetings there, but they were laborious, 
being pretty hard to get through ; thence to 
Moorfam, and at Caftlcton bad a fmall meet- 
ing; it being harvell-iime many friends could 
not attend. From thence to Kirby-Moorfide, 
and lodged with my dear and worthy friend 
John Richardfon at Hutton in the Hole, and 
was at a very large meeting at Pickering, call- 
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cd a yearly-meeting, but it did not anfwer 
expeQ:ation5, many of the people who were 
not friends, coming to it as to a revel, and 
would afterwards get drunk before they went 
honae, which gave friends much uneafinefs^ 
and room to confider whether beft to continue 
it or not* 

1 returned to my old worthy friend John 
Richardfon, whofe conyerfation and company 
was very agreeable and profitable ; thence to 
Kirby, and had a very comfortable meeting ; 
fo to Bilfdale, Ayton, Stockton, and Yarm, 
had fmall meetings, but pretty open and edi- 
fying. At Yarm my friend Thomas Could- 
' well, of Darlington, and my worthy friend 
James Wilfon, and his dear wife, met me ; 
Thomas Couldwell was their fon-in-law, and 
had a few words in meetings to good fatisfac- 
lion ; he was an innocent reputable man, both 
in miniftry and conduCi. 

James went with me through the county of 
Durham, where we vifited moft of the meet- 
ings to Newcaftle ; from thence we went into 
Allendale, and had a pretty large gathering of 
friends, the monthly-meeting being there, and 
! their bufinefs was well condufted, and the af- 
fairs carried on to edification and comfort. — 
From thence to. Allenftone-Moorj had a pretty 
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large meciing, and a comfortable opportunity, 
it being monthly meeting alfo : from thence to 
Cornwood, which was pretty full, and I had 
an agreeable time. There being here fomc 
convincementj I was opened to (hew the diff- 
erence between a true and falfe miniftry, dem- 
onftrating the qualifications of each, that they 
might judge, whether a fpiritual qualification, 
which fantlifies and purifies the confcience, 
filling it for the receiving the knowledge of 
the divine will, by infpiration of the holy fpir- 
it ; or a human qualification by literature and 
books; with what they call ordination, too 
often without the fantlification of the heart by 
the word of truths was mo ft likely to advance 
the work of true religion. 

From this place we went into Cumberland, 
but after the firtt meeting James Wilfon went 
home to look after his affairs, it being harveft 
time ; but I vifited Curaberls^nd pretty tho- 
roughly, and was at Moorhoufe meeting, and 
fo to Coldbeck, but was taken fo ill there, \ 
that I could not attend that meeting ; from ; 
thence I went to Ifel and Cockermouth, 
Pardfay and Whitehaven, but I was very weak 
and low in my fpirit, which rendered me very 
unfit for fervice. I was at Workington on 
firft-day, and had a very large and open meet- 
ing, fo that I was finely recruited, and gather- 
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ed ftrength both inwardly and outwardly : 
from thence I went to Brougbton, Allonby, 
and to Holm, where was a troublefome wom- 
an, in whom the fpirit which influenced the 
Pearfons yf^s very ftrong, ftie gave fome dif- 
turbance, efpccially to John Urwin, but no 
body faid any thing to her; and after I had 
fpoke fome time, and concluded, fhe ftood 
up and exprefled fomcthing to this efFeft, 
Here is a great many fine words put well to^ 
gether^ but where is the life ? And in meetings 
ftie would often caft forth reproaches and 
refleftions on minifters, both of the fame 
county and alfo ftrangers. From Holm we 
went round to Wigton, and I ftaid there over 
firft-day^ but John Urwin left me, I had two 
very edifying meetings ; and from thence I 
went to Moorhoufe, and had a tolerable good 
meeting, and fo to the qu^irterly-meeting at 
Carlifle, which was very large, and I had good 
fatisfaftion both in meetings of bufinefs, and 
the meetings of minifters, to my great com- 
fort ; and thefe meetings very much reftored 
me, for I had been very low and weak with 
the diforder I took at Coldbeck, but my friend 
John Urwin was of fingular good fervicc to me. 

In the vifit from Carlifle to Penrith, I 
went with my friend John Wilfon, and his 
brother Crewdfon^ who were fo kind as to 
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meet mc at Carliflc, and we had a very large^ i 
good open meeting, and I doiibt not ihg 
power of truth was eminently felt that day .{w 
iome. From thence I went to Great Strick- 
land monthly-meeting for difciptine, and la 
Shap," and had fome fcrvice, although I yas, 
dcjcded and low; and always when I was in 
that condition, I endeavoired in fecret to be 
ftill, waiting in patience, with fervent prayeir 
that I might be preferved in the fimplicity of 
the gofpel, to appear juft as th^ truth affift-^ 
ed, carefully guarding againft forming any 
image or likenefs from a wrong root^ left X 
fhould offend my mafter as Ifrael' didVi(^ 
Mofes's abfence, by forming to themfi^lvei, 
that dumb, lifelefs idol the calf, to \vor(hip 
after the manner of the. Egyptians, . 



t 



From Shap I went to Kendal, the quarterjj 
ly- meeting for Wellmoreland being there, 4 
was very large, and I was much opened i^.if^ 
having very fatisfaftory fcrvice both to mj^?^ 
felf and fundry friends : from thence I ,went> 
to Lancafter to the quarterly-meeting for tlia^ 
county, and had there very agreeable fervjce^ 
Thefe three quarterly-meetings fucceed onc^ 
another, viz. Cumberland, Weftmorel^ni 
and Lancafliire, and are the largeft of any 1 
know of in this nation, and falling fo in a line," 
gave me the better opportunity to attend 
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^hem ; I ftaid at Lancafter over firft day, 
and had fome fcrvice there, where were two 
meetings, and both pretty large. From Lan- 
cafter 1 went to Yelland, and had a fmall hard' 
meeting, my friend Robert Chambers and 
wife met me here, and I went home with them, 
and fo to Prefton meeting next day ; it was 
but fmali and heavy, my friend Sarah Wiifon, 
James' wife, and fome other friends from that 
lide, met me there, with whom I went to 
Brigflats meeting, it was a fine gathering, and 
a comfortable time. Thence to Dent's town, 
vhere was a generiail-meeting, which was pretty 
large and well : thence to Garfdale, and Ra- 
venftonedale, and had two fmall meetings 
which were edifying, akhoiigh not without - 
fome mixture of unf afinefs and trouble, chief- 
ly occafioned by unfaithfulnefs and indolence 
prevailing on fome of the profeflbrs, from 
whom one might expeft much better by their 
appearances, and the places they aimed to fill 
in the church : Thence to Brigflats meeting 
I on firft-day ; and their monthly-meeting for 
I difcipline being on the fourth-day following^ 
I ftaid there, and ail was conduced to edifi. 
ration and comfort; thence to Grayrig, a 
fmall meeiin| ; fo to Crook, where fome 
friends from Windermeer met me; it was but 
a fmall meeting, and^we had but a low poor 

Z 
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(imc. I came back to Kendal^ and was at ^ 
the firil-day meetings, that in the aftemcKH^ 
was large, and I opened pretty clearly ibc 
difference betwixt a natural and a fpiritual 
ftate, ihewing the necelfity of the kft, .jfi 
order to qualify for the knowledge of divioe 
things, as that knowledge is not to be attaicuo^ 
to by the natural man ; we had an edifyii^ 
and good time. James Wilfon's was tsxf 
home while at BrigUats, and John Wilfon's at 
Kendal, during my ftay there. 



I went from Kendal to Beniham, and had 
a confiderable large meeting to fatisfaflion ; 
thence to Settle, and was at their mon^hlpr 
meeting for difcipline ; thence to Skipton, a^ 
had a fmall meeting th^re ; and fo to j^jradfor^ 
where I was on firft day, and had pretty goc^ 
fatisfaflign ; this week gave me a good degr " 
of eafe and cheerfulnefs of niind ; thence I 
Rawden, Leeds, Gilderfome, and to Bradford 
monthly-meeting, which was very fmall, chief 
}y occafioned by (he inclemency of the weath- | 
er, it being very heavy rains, and a great.flaodj 
and I returned to Leeds, and fo back to Ray- 
den, and to the monthly-meeting at A rquitb) 
where I met with dear Benjamlti Kidd; uif i 
meeting was pretty large, and I think to goQcl ' 
purpofe* I retdrned ,to Leeds oafirft da^ i 
it being my laft^ and farewell meeting ; tl^e j 
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^ii!o\fr H6rnei'*s houfe was my home, and in 
ft I had great peace of mind and confolation, 
jifibugh fne was at that time under a very try- 
ntg cxercife, which gave her Tome uneafy 
iHioughts ; but confidcring the great ancj clofc 
^trials flic had undergone, (he bore it with great 
decency and patience, plainly dcmonllrating, 
•Aat fhe was highly favored of truth, and al- 
J^ays dwelling near it, to the comfort of her 
•^famrly, and all fenfible friends who had the 
opportunity of her defirableand edifying con- 

.vcrfaiion. 

If". 

• I left Leeds, and went to Wakefield to a 
^f\!meral, on which account the meeting was 
*|bTnewhat larger, though it was a v6ry ftormy 
«^ay, arid much fnow fell a:t that titne • John 
*Scott \^as with me, and we had a tolerable 
"^bod opportunity : thence I went to Ponte^ 
Trafct, and had a fmall meeting ; it was a deep 
inow, and very hard froft, which taade it very 
"bad tnaivelling ; iherice to Warnfworth to their 
'rtionthly-meeting, where Roger Shackeltoti 
^met me, and (laid with me till after firft-day, 
"John Scott being ftill with me, but Roger 
'then rcturtied home; we went from thence to 
^filith in Nottingham(hirt, to the funeral of a 
worthy elder and minifter, and had a very 
«Urge company, who were orderly arid fober 
Iri' their behavior; thence to Hanfwbrth 
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Woodhoufe, and had a fmall meeung ; thence 
to Sheffield^ and had two large meetings 
there to pretty good fatisfa£Uon : 1 Hopped 
one night at my friend Peter Adam's at Cut- « 
thorp, and then I went to Chefterficld, and j 
bad a Iinall meeting there, and fo to Mansfield 
and had another Tmall one ; thence to Not- 
tingham week-day meeting, and fo to Leicefter j 
on firftday ; here John Scott left me. Tlic | 
morning meeting was but fmall, but that in 
the afternoon was much larger, and both were 
to pretty good fatisfaftion. I was at two or 
three fmall meetings in the county, and then 
I came back to the quarterly -meeting at Lei- 
cefter, where I had a fatisfaftory time before 
the bufinefs came on^ which was conduced 
with prudence and love. 

From Lei($(ler I went to a general month- 
ly meeting, %i a parifh called Wigfton^wo- 
Steeples on £rft day, where the meeting was 
pretty large, and to good fatisfa£lion ; and that 
f vening Came b^ck to a meeting at Leiceiter, 
Benjamin Holme being there alfo, and the 
meeting was well and comfortable : thence to 
Hinkley,^nd bad a comfortable time, and fo 
to Nuneaton, and had a very large meeting, 
which I hope was to good purpofe ; then to 
Coventry week-day meeting, and to Atherfton; 
thcfe meetings were of fome fervice, but not 
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^?gef •: tKence'tB Warwick on firft-day, and had 

^te'evfening meeung the third-day following, 

^hfch' were all comfortable opportunities : 

;lHei)c?e to Henley and hid ia fmall evening 

'tni»eting; but friends were too negligent in 

^tf(?qtiairtiirtg their neighbors, for which I had 

't^nk to blatne them in feveral places. From 

'^ehce I went to Birmingham, and was at (heir 

^;^ih-day rfieeting, which was fmall; I ftaid 

^'bv^ firft-day^ and had two meetings to pretty 

'-^^tid^ fetisfaftibri, and I was comforted; the 

"i fourth-day following I was at their monthly 

*lheet!hg, which' was well cbndufted, and I had 

-feh* edifying time in it to the elders, to keep 

"^eir places a^ watchmen over the youth, and 

^^'bfe good examples, and to take care the 

poor were not negletled, but aflilled in due 

feafon. From thence I went to Stourbridge 

-^nd* Bewdley ;'at Stourbridge we had a fins 

'iwr^6 meeting, fundry people came in befides 

^-friends, and it was of good fervice : from 

^'BcM^ley I went to Worccfter on firft-day, 

Atfe morning meeting was fmall and heavy, 

^bbtthfat ifi the afternoon was large and more 

^pert ; from thence to TeWkfbury, and bad a 

^ery open, good, edifying opportunity, though 

f 'tilt a fmall meeting ; thence to Cheltenham, 

<^'where, ilthough I requeftcd notice rpight be 

"given, it was neglefted, and the meeting was 

i . . 1 * • ' ' Z a* 
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very fmall ; from thence to Painfwick, where 
1 much prcffed notice might be given to theii: 
neighbors; I likewife gave feveral notice of 
the meeting myfelF, defiring thetn to acquaint 
others of it, and by this means we had a large 
and open meeting ; I hope it was of good fer^ 
vice to fome, they being very fober and at- 
tentive : from thence to Nailfworth, and aldio' 
it is a very confiderable meeting, iP not the 
largeft meeting in the county, it was very 
fmall, yet we had a comfortable time toother. 
Thence I went to Thornbury on firft-day id 
a funeral, which was very large and open^ 
from thence to firiftol, and was at the ihird 
and fixth-day meetings, and on'firft day at two 
nicetin;5s, which were all well and corafortat 
"ble; thence back to Thornbury to the fune- 
ral of a worthy elder, Thomas Ally ; he was 
much refpc£ted, which his neighbors manifeft* 
ed by giving their attendance at the meeting, 
which made it very large ; and many divine 
truths were opened, which appeared to fatis- 
faQion, there being teachers. of fundry proi- 
feffions, who were very attentive : thence to 
Frenchay, a fmall meeting, and fo to Briftol; 
I was at the fixth-day meeting, and at a funeral 
in Temple-ftreet, where m^ny of the people 
called Methodiils came; I ftaid over^rft-(^y, 
and had two meetings, being edified'in boiii, 
but the laft in Temple-ftreet rather exceeded: 



SAMUEL BOWNAS. ag^ 

from tl^Dce I came to Daflil neat Sbipton* 
• Mallet, and had a very faiisfaftory nieeting at 
Rofcombe, about a mile ofF Daffil, where 
fondry Baptifh, Methodifts, and other diffent- 
ers came, being all very fober and attentive ;» 
and indeed, what much contributed to enlarge 
the number was, that the Baptift teacher gave 
notice both to his own people and the inhabi- 
tants of the place, and gave his attendance 
llimfclf; and after meeting he came to the 
iriend^s houfe where we dined, and defired a 
little converfation, which was readily complied 
with ; this gave fome reafon to think he inten- 
ded to objed, but it proved to the contrary, 
for be was rather too much abounding in his 
praife, commending what he had heard more 
than I approved of, wanting to know whether 
I had not ftudied that fermon (as he called it) 
before I came there : my anfwer to it was, 
/ knew not^ when I came there^ whether I 
Jhotdd have any thing to fay or not^fofar was 
1 I from having any thing provided beforehand. 
He faid it was a very good fermon, and very 
fuitable for them who heard it. He was very 
V loving, and lb we purled. 

From Rofcombe I came to Long-Sutton, 
and had ^ fmall meeting; thence to Sherborne 
meeting, the fmalleft I ever was at, or had in 
that place, and to but little fatisfadion ; the 
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I went baclk to Pickwick to the mens* month* 
ly meeting, and the adjourned quarterly-meet- 
ing fcMT the county, it was very fmall, which 
manifefted too much negleQ amongft the eld«" 
crs of the focieiy there for the fervice of thefe 
meetings. From thence I came to the Devi- 
zes, Melkfham, and Market Lavington, and 
had a meeting at each place, which were pretty 
comfortable ; fo to Salifbury on firft-day, and 
had two large meetings there : a great many 
JVIethodifts came to both meetings; and were 
in their appearance and behavior very agreea- 
ble ; . feveral were partly convinced, and con* 
llantly attended meetings ; I had very fuitablc 
do£lrine to their unfettled dates, and feeking 
conditions, for they feemed to be enquiring 
the way to the kingdom, with ^beir iaces tbith« 
crwaras; and I tiope there will be an increafe 
in that place to our fociety. 

From Salifbury I went to Alton, and had 
but one fmall meeting there, and fo for Lon- 
don to the yearly meeting, which was very 
large ; and many hopeful young people of 
both fexes attended it, who feemed very like- 
ly to come up in the places of the faithful 
already gone, and going to their long homes, 
and my heart rejoiced to fee and find in them 
a right concern for the caufe of the gofpel, 
and zeal to keep up the teftimony their Q,arents 
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joyfuHy fufFercd for : we bad fevera! accepfit* 
blc and edifying times, and the affairs of 1%^ 
meeting were condu6ted ki great lovc/awJ 
'condefcenfion, and ended well ; the kft of 
concluding meeting was very large, and th^ 
only one I had a particular concern for before 
I left home, but I was almofl ftiut out, bein^ 
fo narrowed up for time by thofe who appear- 
ed before me, that it feemcd quite unfoafonaWe 
and dangerous to hold the meeting longer, anti" 
not like to* comport with the health of ibt, 
people ; but yet my age and infirmity confid-- 
ered, and it appearing doubtful whether I 
might have the like opportunity, and hting 
prcfled in fpirit thereto, I ftood up tinder 
great fear and weaknefs; but I was iTHmcdr 
ately ftrengthcncd by the good word of VR^ 
through which I vfas helped, and came off 
beyond my expeftation, being afterwards HSlect 
with divine peace and confolation, which con-' 
firmed me that Iwas in my place and duty, 

r «.«■ h, London ov„ M day, b«« 
no fervice in public miniftry, ej^cept at th^ 
morning-meeting of minifters on fecond day,' 
where I was very much drawn forth to the 
minifters, the meeting being very large with 
country friends, and I was much comforted 
in that meeting. Next morning I went 
with my worthy friend Samuel Waring, by 
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^(ber ta Alton, and (lard their firft-da/ meet*. 
kig, ^nd had a meeting at Great Fraile, and 
ftatd the monthly-meeting at Alton, which was 
comlbrtable and well, though not much ap*. 
p<^arance of fervice : from thence I went co- 
Ruinfey, but was taken very ill on the road^ 
and was very much fatigued, but next day 
was bravely recovered, and had a fmall meet* 
iog with the two families, which was very 
cool Portable ; thence to Ringwood on firft- 
aay, and had two open meetings ; the next 
day was their quarterly-meeting, where their 
affairs were well conduced : the day folio w- 
kig was the yearly meeting of the two counties 
of Southampton and Dorfet, pretty large both 
in the forenoon and afternoon, and were of 
good fervice to appearance. Thence to Pool 
to the quarterly-meeting of Dorfetfliire, and 
1 ftaid there over firft-day, and had two pretty 
fully meetings, efpecially the lad, which was 
very large and open ; many divine truths were 
clearly and plainly declared to the people, 
who by their ftillnefs and attention, manifeft- 
cd a good difpofition to hear and be informed ; 
I ftaid the fourth day, and then came home 
the laft day of the fifth month^ 1^748. 
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An Account of my Journt} to Brifiol Tearfy^meetitig^ 
and to London^ Norwich, l^c* 

» .* .* 

. I left home the 17th of the 2d months \T4t^ 
, and had .one meeting at Crofcoume, orCoj^ 
,cpome, near Shipton Mallet, to good f^tif* 
fa6lion ; thence to Briftol, and (laid the yearly^ 
meeting, where I had fome very agreeablei 
opportunities, both 4n the feled ' and publiQ 
nieetings. Being clear of that place, I pro- 
ceeded by Chippenham, Caln^ and Marlbo- 
rough,* and had a meeting in each place; 
thence to Newbury, being fiift-day, and had 
two meetings, the lad pretty large and agree- 
able ; thence to Reading, Henley, Wickhain, 
and Uxbridge, had but fmall meetings, thp! 
fatisfa&ory opportunities at each place ; from 
Uxbridge I went to London, and had fundry 
very acc€]|Jtable times in the fcled meetings of 
miniders, and was largely opened in the pub- 
lick meetings, and I found my concern to 
grow upon me ; but when I was f lear 1 left 
London, in company with John Wilfon of 
Kendal, who went to vifit his wife, who bad 
received fome hurt by a fall from her horfc 
near Billerica ; (he lodged at a friend's hpulf? 
in a parifh called Stock, .and I lodged at my 
friend Samuel Arnold's country -hoUfe. Wc 
found John's wife finely recovered, and we 
rode together next day to Colchcfter, beii?g 
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tlte 27th of the 3d month, the yearlymeeting^ 
beginning next day, and the quarterly-meeting 
for the county the day following, and the felett 
UJiefelitigof minifters on the morning of the 3d 
sky o( the week, which appeared to me but df 
little advantage, but the publick meetings were 
both very large and edifying, and ended well, 
dnd to good fatisfaftion. Thence to Man- 
hingtre^, and had a fmall meeting, and fo to 
Tpfi^ich^ and was at their weekly-meeting, iii 
company with Jane Hofkins, (formerly Fenn) 
in'd Elizabeth Hudfon, both from Pennfylva- 
hi^, who had agreeable fervice amongft friends : 
I (laid in Ipfwich over the firft day, and the 
Faft meeting was very large, being appointed 
about the 4th hour in the afternoon, and many 
6f fundry profeffions were there, and were ve- 
ry attentive and f^er, and feme very much 
diffefted and broken into tears, fo that I hope 
that meeting was of fervice to many : I wa^ 
fergely opened on the fubjeft of working out 
our bWn falv^tion, and the mean3 whereby 
If' is attainable. 

^; from Ipfwich I went to Woodbridge, it 
being the quarterly meeting for the county * 
of Suffolk, and there being fome uneafinefs 
atbphgft them, friends were concerned to ad- 
vife them to a reconciliation, left by continu- 
ing in their uneafmefs, they fhould be wound- 
ed by a breach of union and affctlion. The 

Aa 
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meeting, by adjdurrimcnt, held all d^y^* and 
iriends feeracd in a tolerable fweeinefs atid 
condefcenfion one to another, thoogha pffrty 
contentious fpirit had too nauch got in amc^ 
iheoi. Next morning was a meeting of mia^ 
filers, to good fatisfattion ; and tlien thfj yfeir-* 
Jy. meetings of worfhip followed, which- vferc 
exceeding large, and the pattingimeetiAg th€ 
day foHowing ; they were all very much ic' 
fatisFaBion : in the parting-meeting { was very 
much enlarged on the progfeflive advance- 
ment in a 4iving and laving faith; which is the 
very hfe of true religion; and we had a ftnslll 
meeting the day following, being their Weefcfy 
meeting ; then I went to Brand, Edmund Pedc^ 
over being with me, aqd he had very goodfer^ 
vice, and tlie meeting ended well ; then hvfcM 
back to Woodbridge, andjiaid over firft^daf)^ 
but there were very few beildes fritnd«, t&rf 
it was expe6led the lall mieeting would have 
been large, but for want of notice it was not. 
Thence to Layftchi and Peafon-hall, atki Bec^ 
cij&s, and had a fmall meeting at each placen^ 
tolerable fati&fattion ; thence to Mutford and 
Pakefield, and had as large meetingi» a^' ^ 
ficcornmodation would permit * %hat ^^^ 
chM^^y wanting, was room for the people in. 
both places ; thence to Yarmouth, and had ^ . 
pretty large ' meeting to edification; tben^ 
to North Walfliam, and had a fmall m^eiii^ 
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meetings : thence to Tii(s to a general maetif^'; 
friends from Norwiqh and other di Rant fl^ts 
came in and attended us, that it laid me v^f- 
low indeed ; but I faw in the opening of^vnie 
virtue, that as the bleOing of Chrtft my ma{|eiv 
upon a fmall quantity of but plain and^^! 
foody gave faii^faQion to ^ multitude, incM%. 
than we were like to be, (o 1 found. it 
beft to retire to ray gift, and be ftiH : the 
meeting was very large, quiet, and well,-.fnd 
I was concerned to fet forth the folly Jm 
emptinefa of all forms of religion, withftif 
the virtue and power of the Spirit of Ch^^^ 
and was opened on this fubjeft very largfely^ 
much to my own fatisfa^ion, all being qvrtec 
and well. Thence to Bardwell, and had a 
fmall nleeting, which was pretty well; thence 
to Bury, and fo to Rattlefdon; I had three' 
meetings at Bury, and one at the othef places 
all to pretty good fatisfaQion. » » 

From Ratilefdon I went. to Walden, K6yr 
fton, and Baldock, and fp to Hitching, l[ut 
hacT but low times in all thefe lad meetio^S} 
thence to Hartford and Ware, and had ipleN 
able good fatisfa6tion in both places ; tbeike 
to Bifhop Stortford and Dunmow, and W 
a fmall meeting at each place; and fp^lb 
Chelmsford on firft-day ; things were well^ud 
comfortable: thence to Billerica, and hadji 
fmall meeting, ^nd^^bea \fcnt with ipy friei^. 
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Samuel Arnold to his boufe, in a parifii called 
Stock, and ftaid feme days, and then came 
wicfa him to London, being the 20th of the 6ih 
m<»itbri749. 

. I fiaid in town feveral weeks, and my con* 
cerd grew upon me, and*betng filled with gof- 
pel virtue, I had fome very agreeable fervice, 
vifuing all the meetings in the city, fome three 
or four times, and the firft-day meetings were 
very full, but week-day meetings werefmall. 
. finding myfelf eafy and clear of the town, 
I If ft it in great peace on the 3d of the 8th 
month 17499 dnd came to Eflier to a fmall 
meeting, lb to Guildford, Godalmin, and AK 
torr, Bafingftoke, Baghurft, and Andovcr, and 
had fome very agreeable times, and in the 
main was pretty well lati&fied. Thence to 
Salifbury, and had a Very full meeting, fundry 
Methodilb being there; fo to Fording-bridge, 
and was at a funeral, where raahy people at- 
tended ; 1 had good fatisfafHon in being there, 
and left the place in much comfort and inward 
peace; thence to Ringwood, and had a pretty 
large evening-meeting to good fatisfaftion^ 
ibence to Poo!, and fo to Weymouth, and 
hffd opporUinities in both "places , and from 
thence I came home, being tlie 2d Crf the 9th ^ 

month, 1749. 

.From this time it does not appear that our 
(}ear friend kept finy account of the meetings 
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he attended, but upon application to \iii 

monthly-meeting, they fern us the following 

. brief teftimony of his fervice, fi:om the time 

he finilhed his journal to his deceafe, viz. / 

From our monthly meeting held at Bridportf the tijio/^the 
gth months ^755* to friends at their ficonddays morn* 
ing meeting in London, 

Dear friends and brethren. 
The journal of our dear and worthy friend, 
Samuel Bownas, feems to break off foni^what ab- 
ruptly, ending the fiecond of the ninth month, 
1 749, and we cannot find that he ke{^ any account 
of his travels, labors, ;ind fervices in the rainiflnv 
from that time to the time of his deceafe, which 
was o.n the 3d day of ithe 4th month, 17o3, during 
which time he took no long journeys, for being 
advanced in years, his hands fhodk, and eye- light 
failed him much, but hp ^as very (diligent in, 
attending meetings both at home and in the neighs 
borhood, for twenty or thirty miles round, as 
long as his health and ftrength continued ; and' 
his mirtiftry was lively and powerful to the laiV, 
to the ediiicatioa and comfort of thofe that were 
favored with it, and his removal was a great lofs 
to friends in thcfe, parts ; but we have reafon to 
believe it.\»as'his great gain, for in his laft illnefs, 
which' was \cry Ihort, he feemed quite fenfible of 
, bis approaching change, faying tliat he could not 
ftay long with us, and hoped that kind Pro%'i-» 
dence would be,pleafed to take him to himfelf. 
Signed in and on behalf of the faid meeting, by 
JosKPii Curtis, William Kknway, ' ^ 

K 'Br.RT Curtis, JosErH Hutchins, - 

7'ko. Westcombe, . 



Thf following Books are Print cd for Henry Hull 
and John F. Hull, and may be had of them, 
wholefale and retail. . . 

-■•■•'■ • ' • 

A Jouhial of the Life, religious Labors, and Suf- 
.vfcriags of John Graiton. 

Imitation of Chrift, by Thomas A. Kempis, tranf- 
lated from the Latin. 

An Account of the Convincement and call to the 
Mini f try of Margaret Lucas. 

Memoirs of the Life of John Roberts, written by 
: his Son Daniel. . - 

Sijte6l Poems by John Fry, including th'e Hiftory 
'; 6f Elijah and Elifha. 

A Narrative of the Captivity and Sufferings of 
^.Jonathan Dickenfon and others, who were fliip- 
; (Wrecked on the. Coaft of Florida. 

Att Account of the Pelew Iflands; 

A ^ Token for Children, giving an Account of the 
"^^ Piety and Death of divers young Children* ^ ] 

Geography Epitomized, an ingenious Piece, by 
Robert Davidfon. 

An Account of the Sentiments of fome pious \ 
Indians. 

An Account of the Captivity and Redemption of 
^ Elizabeth Hanfon. . . 

The American Spelling-book,, by Afa Rhoads. 

The New Inflrudtor, being the 2d Part of the 
American Spelling-book, by do* 
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They have alfo the following Books for Sale. t 

] 
Job Scott's JonmaL 

John Richardfon's, do* 

Recket H doughs, do. 

Daniel Stanton's, do. 

Sarah Grubb's, do. 

PaticDce Brayton's, do. 

Fothergill's Sermons. 

Elwood's Sacred Htftorv. 

Laws of the United States, 5 Vol. h 

Domeftic Encyc^pedia. 4 Vol. ^ 

Umverfal Hiftory, 25 Vol, 

Modern Hiftory of Europei 5 Vol. 

Atken's Serge ry. 

Willich's Le6lors. 

Thompfon's Family Phyfician. 

• Walker on the Small- Pox. 

Edward's Affe6lions. 

Beauties of Nature. 
Natural Hiftory. 
Dictionaries. 
Geographies. 
\ School Books (a variety) 

Bibles, Teftaments, and a variety of Books 
on different Subjeds. 
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